
Remembering a mining disaster. 
(See page 7 for a full report). 
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Apolitical earthquake... 

BUT DID THE 
EARTH MOVE 
FOR ANYONE? 


Just what has changed in 
Bridgend county borough after 
last week’s general election? 
PHILIP IRWIN looks at the 
aftermath of a drama that seems 
set to go on and on - at least at 
national level. 


IT WAS supposed to 
be a political earth¬ 
quake - an 
upheaval that 
would leave the 
electoral landscape 
changed forever. 

In the end, it was like 
one of those earthquakes 
that strike Stoke-on- 
Trent, or Wrexham. A 
few tiles fall off a few 
roofs. The odd chimney 
stack develops a crack. 
But in the main, nothing 
surprising happens. 

Of course, nothing 
much was ever likely to 
happen in the Ogmore 
constituency. Huw 
Irranca-Davies’ majority 
was earthquake-proof. 

Even San Andeas fault 
would not be enough to 
dent Labour’s domi¬ 
nance! 

If this was Labour’s 
electoral low point, then 
a majority of 13,246 
looks safe for a few more 
generations yet. 

However, it was sup¬ 
posed to be different in 
Bridgend, where 

Labour’s Madeleine 
Moon was defending a 
6,000 majority. 

That looked safe 12 
months ago, but things 
appeared to be very dif¬ 
ferent now. 

The expenses scandal 
had damaged almost all 
sitting MPs, and the UK 
involvement in Iraq and 
Afghanistan had not 
gone as planned (a slight 
understatement). 


The Conservatives 
were hopeful and so too, 
courtesy of Nick Clegg’s 
TV performances, were 
the Lib-Dems. 

Labour braced them¬ 
selves for an exodus of 
voters, while the Lib- 
Dems and Tories redou¬ 
bled their efforts. 

In the end though, that 
exodus was split between 
the two hopefuls, and 
Mrs Moon eased home 
with a 2,000 majority 
ahead of Helen Baker of 
the Conservatives. 

It may be apocryphal, 
but the gap was 
rumoured to have closed 
to 1,000 close to the end, 
until the final ballot box 
(from Pyle, Comelly and 
Kenfig Hill) came to 
Labour’s rescue - like 
the seventh cavalry. 

When the count fin¬ 
ished, the most drawn 
faces belonged to the 
Lib-Dems. There was a 
long-running gag in the 
‘Peanuts’ cartoon strip 
when Lucy would set up 
a football, inviting 
Charlie Brown to kick it 
- only to pull it away at 
the last minute. 

Just like Charlie 


Brown, this time they 
really believed that the 
ball would stay on the 
spot! 

In fact, for the Lib- 
Dems, the situation must 
be intensely frustrating. 
In Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, they have been a 
force for quite some 
time, with a strong party 
machine and six borough 
councillors. 

This set up is sup¬ 
posed to be a template for 
moving into power. 

Yet, if you compare 
Bridgend with the neigh¬ 
bouring Vale of 
Glamorgan constituency, 
a very odd story appears. 
The Lib-Dems in the 
Vale, in contrast, are no 
sort of force at all. They 
have no borough council¬ 
lors, and no party 
machine to speak of. 

Comparing the Lib- 
Dems in Bridgend with 
those in the Vale is like 
comparing Aston Villa to 
Dagenham and 

Redbridge. 

Yet, in Bridgend, the 
Lib-Dem candidate, 
Wayne Morgan, polled 
8,658 (up from 7,949 ), 
while in the Vale, Elenud 
Parrot polled 7,416 (up 
from 6,140). 

It is true that the 
Bridgend Lib-Dems 
started with a higher 
share of the vote (21 per 
cent) compared to the 
Vale Lib-Dems share of 
13 per cent), but all that 
intense knocking on 
doors should, surely, 
have resulted in a much 
bigger reward. 

The Lib-Dem candi¬ 
date, Wayne Morgan, had 
made, by most accounts, 
a good impression on the 
doorstep, so what hap¬ 
pened? 

A tired Coun Norah 
Page, Wayne Morgan’s 
election agent, reflected: 
“I think that in the final 
analysis, people still take 
the safe option when it 
comes to a general elec¬ 


tion, no matter what they 
say in the run-up. 

“I am quite sure that 
when it comes to local 
elections, once again 
people will support us. 
They will vote on local 
issues for local people 
who have impressed 
them. 

“We all thought that 
Nick Clegg’s perform¬ 
ance in the leaders’ 
debates had changed 
things, but in the end vot¬ 
ers go for security.” 

She continued: 

“Wayne could not have 
worked harder, and as 
well as knocking on 
doors, he would go off 
and visit people, rather 
than waiting for them to 
come to him.” 

So, how will political 
parties get their message 
across in future, if knock¬ 
ing on doors does not 
seem to work that well? 

Are hustings a help, or 
are they just occasions 
when a small group of 
people who have already 
decided how they are 
going to vote turn up? 

Norah Page felt that in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, the hustings had 
been worthwhile, and 
they had been informa¬ 
tive and well attended. 

She said; “I think the 
way that hustings will 
sometimes concentrate 
on one theme is useful. 

“Mental Health 
Matters organised a good 
one, where serious issues 
were discussed, and it 
makes all the candidates 
aware of important mat¬ 
ters.” 

She had support in 
favour of hustings from 
BCBC cabinet member 
Alana Davies, who was 
the unsuccessful Labour 
candidate in the Vale 
(losing by 4,000 votes to 
Alun Cairns). 

She said that she felt 
the Vale hustings had, in 
the main, been well 
attended, and that she 
enjoyed the cut and 
thrust of live debate - 
even the down side. 

She said: “I had a 
‘mastermind chair’ 
moment at Barry 
Comprehensive when I 
was asked to explain the 
difference between the 
national debt and the 
deficit, and my mind 
went blank!” 


Maesteg burglars 
steal medication 

DETECTIVES are investigating a burgla¬ 
ry at a house in Alma Road, Maesteg, 
overnight on May 6-7. 

Thieves stole the elderly householder’s 
Medisafe - grey metal with black keypad - which 
contained his medication. Also taken was a blue 
plastic folder containing medical notes. 

Detective Constable Rebecca Merchant of 
Bridgend CID said: “We are appealing for any 
witnesses who were in the Alma Road area during 
the night in question, and who may have seen 
anyone acting suspiciously or who may have any 
information regarding this crime to contact us. 

“I am also reminding householders to ensure 
their doors and windows are secure before going 
out or going to bed”. 

Anyone with information can contact Detective 
Constable Merchant at Bridgend CID on 101, or 
anonymously via Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111. 



ABOVE: Celebration time for Labour’s Madeleine Moon and husband Steve, 

Huw Irranca-Davies and wife Joanne, and Carwyn Jones. 

(SEE PAGE 2 FOR MP’S ELECTION COMMENT). 

Nerves are frayed, 
but Labour win the 
battle for Bridgend 


REPORT by JAYNE ISAAC 


LABOUR held 
both seats in 
Bridgend county 
borough in last 
week’s general elec¬ 
tion. 

The seat of Ogmore 
was retained comfort¬ 
ably by Huw Irranca 
Davies, while 

Madeleine Moon won 
with a reduced majority 
in Bridgend itself. 

At the joint count, 
held at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre, ten¬ 
sion mounted during the 
night as it became clear 
that the Bridgend result 
was going to be close. 

At one point, there 
were only 1,000 votes 
between Labour and 
Conservative and even 
talk of a recount. 

But in the end, Mrs 
Moon won with a major¬ 
ity of 2,263 - a big drop 
on 2005 when her 
majority was 6,523. 

The Labour vote fell 
from 16,410 last time to 
13,931 this time - with 
most of those votes 
going to the 
Conservatives, whose 
candidate, Helen Baker, 
saw her vote rise by 
almost 2,000 from 9,887 
to 11,668. 

Liberal Democrat 
Wayne Morgan also 
scored an increase of 
700, from 7,949 to 
8,658. 

Plaid’s vote was 
slightly down, from 
2,527 to 2,269. 

The BNP, which did 
not stand last time, 
polled 1,020 and UKIP 
increased their vote 
from 491 to 801. 

The turnout in 
Bridgend was up from 
59 per cent last time to 
65 per cent, while in 
Ogmore it also rose five 
per cent, from 57 per 
cent to 62 per cent. 

In Ogmore, Huw 


Irranca Davies saw his 
vote slightly increase 
from 18,295 in 2005 to 
18,644 this time. But his 
majority was slightly 
reduced from 13,703 to 
13,246. 

The Conservatives 
regained second place, 


with candidate Emma 
Moore polling 5,398 - 
up more than 1,100, 
while the Liberal 
Democrats Jackie 
Radford slipped to third 
place with 5,260 - 
although this was 700 up 
on last time. 


Plaid’s vote also rose 
slightly, with candidate 
Danny Clark polling 
3,326-up from 3,148. 

The BNP polled 
1,242 and UKIP 780. 

All the major parties 
polled more, but this can 
be attributed to the high¬ 
er turn-out. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 9) 


Gang attacked a 
Cefn Glas man 
with clawhammer 


A GANG of three invaded a 
house in Bridgend and were 
involved in giving the occupier 
a beating, it was stated at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

One of them used a claw hammer as 
a weapon, said prosecutor David 
Thomas, when they went to the house 
in the Cefn Glas area of the town. 

Two days earlier, two of them had 
attacked a man for no reason at 
Bridgend Bus Station. 

Nathan Long, 18, Daniel Atkins, 20, 
and Jamie Joseph, 17, all from 
Bridgend, each admitted wounding 
Ken Cornelius with intent. 

Long and Joseph had been convict¬ 
ed by Bridgend Magistrates of 
attempting to wound 33-year-old 
Gareth Rainbow with intent, and 
Joseph admitted racially abusing a 
Police Constable. 

Long was sentenced to a total of six 
years in a young offender institution 
and Atkins received four years. 

Joseph was sentenced to four-and- 
a-half years detention. 

Judge Neil Bidder told the trio: “Mr 
Cornelius was attacked in his own 
home after it was invaded. 

“Long actually wielded the ham¬ 
mer, but he also had a Stanley knife.” 

The motive, said the Judge, was 
possibly to steal cannabis plants. 

“It is a miracle that injuries were 
not more serious,” the Judge added. 

Mr Thomas said that on January 20, 
Long and Joseph were at Bridgend 
Bus Station. One of them appeared 
agitated and Mr Rainbow told him to 


Crown Court report 
by AJ SICLUNA 

calm down: “He was then attacked by 
the two by being repeatedly punched 
and kicked. 

“A witness, Robert Owen, 
described the attack as very brutal. He 
decided to intervene because he 
believed the victim could have been 
killed.” 

Mr Thomas said that a police officer 
who went to the scene was racially 
abused by Joseph, who later said he 
had drunk a litre of vodka. 

Long confessed to taking valium 
and vodka. 

They were released on bail and two 
days later, with Atkins and wearing 
hoodies, they went to the home of Mr 
Cornelius and gave him a beating. He 
suffered cuts which needed stitches 
and glueing. 

Outside the house, the police found 
bloodstains, the claw hammer, a 
screwdriver and a hacksaw, 

Ieuan Morris for Long said: “He has 
gone completely off the rails. Sadly, 
violence on the streets of towns in 
south Wales is well-known. In the inci¬ 
dent involving Mr Cornelius there was 
some kind of fued.” 

Liz Pearson, for Atkins, said: 
“There has been an element of 
remorse. His offending was due to 
alcohol and drugs.” 

Byron Broadstock, for Joseph, said 
he had had an extremely erratic child¬ 
hood and the attack on Mr Cornelius 
was “idiotic”. 
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LOCAL INFOIMATION 


LOOKING BACK ON THAT 
(EXHAUSTING) CAMPAIGN! 


E xhausting, is the word 

that sums up general elec¬ 
tion time! 

Much of our election process is undertaken by 
volunteers, mainly members of political parties, 
giving their time designing, printing and delivering 
leaflets, knocking doors, telephoning, putting up 
stakes and posters in gardens and windows and giv¬ 
ing lifts to and from polling stations. 

Electoral Services, based in Bridgend Council, 
compiles the electoral register, sends out postal 
votes and ballot papers, runs the polling stations 
and organises the count - following rules set out by 
the Electoral Commission. 

Now that the exhausting month that led up to 
Election Day on May 6 is over there is time to look 
back at some of the things that happen on the cam¬ 
paign trail. 

Communications with the electorate must be 
clear and within Electoral Law. Once Parliament is 
dissolved, a sitting MP can no longer use the title 
and it is an offence to do so in any communications. 

At the start of the campaign, an email arrived 
from someone using the email address madeleinen- 
moonmp@ followed by an initial and surname.co. 

Using a website a local man had created an email 
address using my name. Legal advice was taken 
and this risk, that potential emails thought to come 
from me, was removed. 

Access to the parliamentary system is lost once 
the election is called, so staff in the constituency 
office lose access to data bases and files not copied 
in advance. New notepaper is designed and printed 
for use during the election; staff deal with higher 
levels of referrals with fewer resources. 

Visits during elections by high profile party lead¬ 
ers are a mixed blessing. They are always arranged 
at short notice and subject to sudden change. I 
learned of the visit to Bridgend by Alistair Darling, 
still Chancellor of the Exchequer, mid morning the 
day before the visit so the phones were hot setting it 
up. 

Two hours before the visit, I was door knocking 
in Wildmill and learned the visit was moved for¬ 
ward an hour, so had to contact everyone with the 
new time table and race back into town. We were 
due to meet at the Nolton street entrance but instead 



“FAIR ENOUGH, YOU WINl” 
says Conservative Wayne Warlow. 


his car took him to the side entrance near the Rhiw 
car park. I finally caught up with Alistair in the 
market. The visit went well, with good discussions 
on a variety of business issues. Showing the wide 
variety of innovative local firms and shops. 

On the doorstep, numerous issues are raised that 
are not the responsibility of Parliament. 

Team Bridgend brings members of both the 
Ogmore and Bridgend constituencies together on 
campaigns. 

Having a local councillor with you when council 
issues are raised, is extremely helpful. One lady 
was not going to vote because of the state of the 
road outside of her house; another because of a 
school transport issue. A man wanted an explana¬ 
tion of why his council tax had gone up. 

The most frustrating thing is hearing those who 
tell me everything locally is rubbish - the schools, 
health service, roads - and how society is “broken”. 

This was especially galling as during the election 


I attend the Bryntirion Comprehensive School pres¬ 
entation evening and a discussion at Kenfig 
Comprehensive both demonstrating the high calibre 
of many of our young people. 

The Mayor’s concert in St Mary’s in Ewenny 
Road, the fund-raising cheque presentation at Oak 
Tree surgery, where reception staff raised money for 
charity by posing for a calendar girl type calendar, 
and the Kenfig Hill male voice choir event in 
Cardiff - all show the co mmi tment to charity fund¬ 
raising locally. Hardly a broken society ! 

Hustings give people an opportunity to question 
candidates; two were held locally, by a church and 
by mental health matters, to debate faith and mental 
health issues. 

Election day is not a time to relax; far from it. 
There are lifts to polling stations and monitoring 
polling stations. 

Car parks outside of polling stations were full 
and people queued to vote. Much of the local 
organisation during an election is undertaken by 
Labour Party branches, such as the newly-energised 
ones in Comelly and Kenfig Hill, full of new ideas 
and new workers. 

Once the polling stations close, its time to head 
for the count for Bridgend and Ogmore constituen¬ 
cies held side by side in the Bridgend recreation 
centre. 

A simple counting of ballot papers ensures corre¬ 
lation between the number of people voting and 
ballots cast. Only then are ballot papers counted by 
candidate. 

Counts throw up new problems: This time it was 
postal votes. Votes were lost because signatures on 
ballot papers did not match verification signatures 
provided when the application for a postal vote was 
made. 

The signature may be that of a carer or a family 
member helping out because some one is away, ill 
or too frail to sign. 

Electoral services will need to run a publicity 
campaign about the availability of proxy votes. 

Throughout the count, news came in of other 
seats lost and won. I won, but several close friends 
lost their seats, good, hard-working dedicated con¬ 
stituency MPs, some with specialist areas of knowl¬ 
edge built up over years of service which will be 
hard to replace. 

What happens when the House of Commons 
finally sits on May 18 is for another article... 

Meanwhile, my thanks to those who voted for me 
and to those who helped and supported the election 
campaign. 

My thanks also to The GEM for the opportunity 
to continue to keep you up to date with how events 
unfold at Westminster and the work I do there. 

A ‘thank you’ evening for all Labour campaign¬ 
ers who helped in the Bridgend and Ogmore elec¬ 
tions will be held at the Ogmore Constituency 
Labour Party, Bryntirion, on May 21. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MAY 20) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those 
in Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along 
the coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 


Barry, the high point will be 20 - 

25 minutes later. 

DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

13 Thur 

06.41 

9.3 

18.58 

9.4 

14 Fri 

07.14 

9.5 

19.37 

9.7 

15 Sat 

08.00 

9.5 

20.15 

9.7 

16 Sun 

08.42 

9.4 

20.57 

9.4 

17 Mon 

09.22 

9.3 

21.41 

9.3 

18 Tues 

10.07 

9.1 

22.23 

9.1 

19 Wed 

10.59 

8.8 

23.19 

8.8 

20 Thur 

11.54 

8.3 




While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where 
they could be cut off, should always check with a 
tide tablespecific to their location. 


MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Westminster office - 02072194417. Constituency 
office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. Open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10am - 12pm 
(by appointment only). Telephone 01656 750002. 
HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
Bethan Jenkins AM for South West Wales 
Telephone 01639 643549 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
Ground Floor, 26 Dunraven Place, Bridgend 
CF31 1JD 01656 654951 - Open: Monday: 10am 
to 2pm - information only; Tuesday to Friday: 

10am to 12.30pm - advice sessions. Tuesday to 
Friday 12.30pm to 1.30pm - information only. 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

POLICE Bridgend 01656 655555 
Porthcawl 01656 785411 
Maesteg 01656 732122 
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

FLOOD LINE 0845 9881188 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

Drinkline 0800 9178282 

National Drugs Helpline 0800 776600 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 

men, women and families in need 01656 785435 

RAF Association Welfare Officer 

01495 249522/01446 740522 

SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 

MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

(emergencies out of hours) 01656 643643; 
(homelessness) 01656 643643. 

EDUCATION 01656 643643 

LEISURE AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 01656 642677 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

HIGHWAYS EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

SOCIAL SERVICE EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

HOSPITALS Princess of Wales Hospital, 

Bridgend 01656 752752/668090. 

Bridgend and District NHS Trust 
01656 752752/668090. 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
Brackla Community Council 01656 767072 
Bridgend Town Council 01656 659943 
Cefn Cribwr Community Council 01656 741354 
Coity Higher Community Council 01656 656358 
Cornelly Community Council 07882 044798 
Pyle Community Council 0790 460 4049 
Coychurch Higher Comm Council 01656 863418 
Coychurch Lower Comm Council 01656 647216 
Garw Valley Community Council 01656 736751 
Laleston Community Council 01656 656506 
Llangynwyd Lower Comm Council 01656 720086 
Llangynwyd Middle Comm Council 01656 738804 
Maesteg Town Council 01656 732631 
Merthyr Mawr Community Council 01656 670058 
Newcastle Higher Comm Council 01446 750663. 
Ogmore Valley Community Council 01656 849402 
Pencoed Town Council 01656 869031 
Porthcawl Town Council 01656 782215 
St Brides Minor Comm Council 01656 725031 
Ynysawdre Community Council 01656 736751 


NATASHA’S CHARITY TREK 

li ■ " 



The Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Rosemary Deere, wishes Natasha Evans ‘bon voyage’ at the start of 
her sponsored trek along the Inca trail to the lost city of Machu Picchu. 

Also in the picture (left to right) are: Firefighters Jeff Tombs and Nathan Bennet, watch managers 
Dave Clarke and Matthew Bradford; Coun David Deere; crew manager Peter Bevan; Mrs Irene King; 
Officer I/C at Porthcawl Fire Station David King; and firefighter Homi Parivini. 
(PHOTOGRAPH by KEITH E MORGAN). 


A PORTHCAWL woman 
has been trekking through 
the Andes to raise cash for 
a fire service charity. 

Recently, Porthcawl fire¬ 
fighters gathered to give her a 
rousing send-off to help her on 
her way. 

Natasha Evans has been 
seeking sponsorship for some 
time now for her trek along the 
Inca trail to Machu Picchu in 
aid of the Firemen’s Benevolent 


Fund. So far, she has collected 
more than £4,000 and is hoping 
for more on her return. 
Natasha flew out from 
Heathrow earlier this month, 
with the first stop at Madrid 
Airport. 

From there, she flew direct 
to Lima, the capital of Peru, 
where a further internal flight 
was then scheduled to take her 
to the start of the Inca trail. 

The trail follows the ancient 


road system of the Incas which, 
after 10 days trekking, will lead 
Natasha to Machu Picchu, the 
magical ruins of the famous 
‘Lost City of the Incas’. 

High in the Andes (7,875ft. 
above sea level) and built about 
1400 AD, Machu Picchu was 
‘lost’ to the outside world for 
generations until rediscovered 
by explorer Hiram Bingham in 
1911. 
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Bank staff’s efforts raise 
cash for heroes charity 



STAFF at Barclays 
Bank, Porthcawl 
Branch, recently held 
a raffle in aid of 
‘Help for Heroes’. 

The prize was a 
Teddy Bear dressed 
in military fatigue 
uniform, and 

Barclays matched 
the takings £1 for £1 
to raise a total of 
£400 for the ppeal. 

The winner of the 
Teddy Bear was Cath 
Harrowing. 


ABOVE: 

The Barclays Bank team: Sue Jenkins, Kim Watson, 
Cathy Martin, Helen Deeks, Gwyneth Painter, 
Wendy Rowberry and Caroline Tranter (branch manager). 



ABOVE: 

Caroline Tranter presenting the cheque for 
£400 to Sean Whare, representing ‘Help for 
Heroes’ in the presence of Pam and Gerry 
Nash, landlords of the Jolly Sailor, Newton, 
Porthcawl, sponsors of the appeal. 

(PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN). 

Land review 
could free up 
more space 
for housing 


THERE are more 
than 200 hectares of 
land available for 
employment pur¬ 
poses in Bridgend 
county borough at 
the moment. 

A review is being con¬ 
ducted as part of the 
Local Development Plan, 
and it has identified 52 
hectares of this land as 
being immediately avail¬ 
able, with a further seven 
hectares in the short 
term. 

Another 144 hectares 
could be developed in the 
medium to long term. 

An analysis of take-up 
rates since 1999 shows 
that there has been an 
average of 6.33hectares 
developed each year over 
a 10-year period. 

The busiest year was 
2005-06, when 17 
hectares were developed 
but in 2008-09, the figure 
dropped to about two 
hectares, as a result of the 
economic downturn. 

As there are more than 
200 hectares of land 
available, the land bank 
more than meets antici¬ 
pated demand for land 
for employment purposes 
during the lifetime of the 
plan, up until 2021. 

The council is 
required under Welsh 
Assembly Government 
planning policies to 
ensure that sufficient 


land is available for 
development for enter¬ 
prise and employment 
use, and that it is well 
served by suitable infra¬ 
structure. 

At the moment, there 
are 47 different employ¬ 
ment sites within the bor¬ 
ough. These include sites 
designated for industry, 
light industry, offices, 
research, high tech, 
warehousing, distribu¬ 
tion and laboratories. 

However, a report to 
the development control 
committee revealed that 
officers are carrying out 
work at the moment to 
see if some of these sites 
could be released for 
non-employment uses. 

This can be permitted 
if there is no realistic 
possibility of the land 
being taken up for 
employment purposes 
within the lifetime of the 
LDP. 

Councils have been 
told to review all land 
allocated for non-hous¬ 
ing purposes when 
reviewing their local 
development Plans to see 
if some of the land could 
be better used for hous¬ 
ing or for mixed use. 

The review will identi¬ 
fy sites which have a 
strong unemployment 
role, and others which 
have a weak role and 
may be suitable for re¬ 
assessment for alterna¬ 
tive uses. 


Council’s adult 
education plans 

LEISURE-based courses will continue to 
be offered by Bridgend County Borough 
Council as part of its adult education pro¬ 
gramme from September. 

A council spokesman said that many of the cours¬ 
es on offer would be shorter, eight-week ones which 
were aimed at improving skills as part of the 
‘Bridges into Work’ programme. 

These help local people find work and improve 
their prospects, but the council is also hoping to pro¬ 
vide a range of longer courses, of 15 and possibly 23 
weeks, in more traditional activity based-classes like 
arts and crafts, which are popular with leisure learn¬ 
ers. 

The whole adult education programme in the bor¬ 
ough has been thrown into confusion by the with¬ 
drawal of some funding by Bridgend College, leav¬ 
ing the council to fund many courses itself. 


PACT MEETINGS 


MORFA WILD- 
MILL PACT, 
Wildmill Community 
Centre, Wildmill, 
Bridgend on May 13 
May, at 6.30pm. 

LITCHARD & PEN- 
DRE PACT, Coity 
Higher Community 
Centre, Heol West Plas , 
on May 17, at 6pm. 

MORFA TOWN PACT, 
Penybont Primary 
School, Minerva Street, 
May 19, at 6.30pm. 

COITY PACT public 
meeting will be held at 
Gilead Chapel Hall, on 
May 20, at 7pm. 

BRACK LA PACT, 
Brackla Junior School, 
Brackla Way, Brackla, 
Bridgend on May 27, at 
6.30pm. 

BRYNTIRION, LALE- 
STON & MERTHYR 
MAWR PACT, Laleston 
Gardening Club, 


Laleston on May 27, 
2010, at 7pm. 

FELINDRE, HEN- 
DRE &PENPRYSG 
(PENCOED) PACT, 
Welfare Hall, Pencoed 
on May 27, at 7.30pm. 

NEWCASTLE PACT, 
Civic Buildings, Angel 
Street, on June 14, at 
7pm. 

OLDCASTLE PACT, 
The Library, Brynteg 
Lower School on June 
16, at 6.30pm. 

If you have any non 
emergency issues that 
are affecting your quali¬ 
ty of life, but are unable 
to attend a meeting, con¬ 
tact your local 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team, either by tele¬ 
phoning 101; contact 
mobile telephone num¬ 
bers; or e-mail address 
issued on www.ourbob- 
by.com for your respec¬ 
tive area. 


Now you can read your 
GEM online at: brid- 
gend-today. co. uk 
or 

porthcawl-today.co. uk 


CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
reports by AJ SICLUNA 

WOMAN’S ‘NIGHT OF 
HORROR’AT HANDS 
OF A HALLOWEEN 
MASKED ATTACKER 


A barmaid, 

employed in a 
Penarth pub, 

endured a night of 
“real horror” when 
the landlord, with 
whom she was hav¬ 
ing a relationship, 
attacked and 

imprisoned her 
when she returned 
to her flat in the 
town. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that Mark Peers 
(49) had disguised him¬ 
self with a horror 
Halloween mask. 

His victim 45-year- 
old, Linda Harper, 
believed he had been try¬ 
ing to kill her. 

Peers, who lived in the 
Bridgend area, was jailed 
for two years, after 
pleading guilty to 
charges of causing actual 
bodily harm and false 
imprisonment. 

Judge Nicholas Cooke 
told him: “Your intention 
was to terrify, and you 
achieved that in full, 
leaving her in fear of her 
life.” 

Prosecutor Hilary 
Roberts said the couple 
had had a two-year rela¬ 


tionship after meeting in 
the St Fagans Pub, 
Penarth, where he was 
the landlord. 

Last year, there was a 
fire there and Peers was 
seriously injured and 
hospitalised for two 
months. 

On September 27, 
Peers went home to 
Bridgend and at about 
10pm telephoned her and 
said he would see her the 
following day. 

She closed up and 
walked home. 

“Unknown to her he 
had travelled from 
Bridgend and got into the 
flat. 

“As she walked into 
the living room she was 
confronted by Peers 
wearing the mask. She 
didn’t know who he was 
and was horrified and 
terrified.” 

Mr Roberts said she 
was pinned down on a 
settee and Peers forced a 
plastic bag into her 
mouth. 

She screamed: “Who 
are you?” 

She said: “It seemed to 
go on for ages,” but she 
then recognised the 
defendant’s shoes. 

Mr Roberts said she 
told him: “Mark, it’s you, 


[MERTHYR MAWR WI NEWS|| 

Calls for more 
accurate labels 
on food items 


SEVERAL members 
went to the half year¬ 
ly council meeting at 
St David’s Hall, 
attended by 750 mem¬ 
bers of WI, represent¬ 
ing 107 institutes 
from Glamorgan. 

The first speaker, con¬ 
sultant Peter Bowen 
Simpkins, gave a talk 
about issues which affect 
many women, HRT, the 
menopause and hysterec¬ 
tomy. 

He was an interesting 
speaker and illustrated 
his talk with some amus¬ 
ing pictures. 

Jamie Owen from 
BBC Wales was the 
lunchtime speaker, talk¬ 
ing about his journey 
around Wales, and he 
was followed by Ruth 
Jones of ‘Gavin and 
Stacey’ fame who spoke 
about her life growing 
up in Porthcawl, at 
Warwick University and 
her jobs before the suc¬ 
cess of the Gavin and 
Stacey series. 

Activities this month 
included a visit to 
Seasons restaurant, 
where members enjoyed 
an excellent meal cour¬ 
tesy of the students of 
Bridgend College, and a 
visit to the Millennium 


Centre to see a perform¬ 
ance of Hairspray. 

The May meeting was 
the resolutions meeting: 
Gwerfirl Gardner led the 
discussion on the resolu¬ 
tion, "This meeting 
urges HM Government 
to introduce clear and 
mandatory country of 
origin labelling on all 
meat, poultry and fish 
products sold in this 
country". 

Current legislation 
states that the country 
where the last substantial 
change or process took 
place is labelled as the 
country of origin - e.g. 
sausages labelled British 
sausages could have 
been produced in Britain 
but using pork reared 
outside of the UK. The 
resolution was unani¬ 
mously carried. 

President Margaret 
Batten reminded mem¬ 
bers about the link meet¬ 
ing, which will be at 
Colwinston Hall on 
May 18 when the speaker 
will be ‘The Singing 
Speaker’. 

The next meeting will 
be on June 2 at Ewenny 
Community Hall when 
the speaker will be 
Glenda Clwyd, harpist. 

FC 


for God’s sake what are 
you doing?” 

She added: “You are 
taking me from my chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren. I 
love you Mark.” 

He began crying and 
said: “I thought you were 
going to leave me.” 

She telephoned her 
daughters and he told 
them: “I was only going 
to frighten her.” 

She suffered scrams 
and scratches to the face, 
swollen lips, sore ribs 
and some hair had been 
pulled out. 

When arrested, Peers 
accepted all he had done. 

In a personal impact 
statement, she said she 
had become a prisoner 
herself and had had to 
leave home. 

She stated that she had 
lost her job, her inde¬ 
pendence had gone and 
she could not go any¬ 
where alone. 

All rooms and cup¬ 
boards in her home had 
to be checked and she 
couldn’t sleep. 

“I relive that night 
over and over.” 

The person she trusted 


was the one responsible. 

She added: “I now 
trust no one and am 
always on my guard.” 

She suffered post trau¬ 
matic stress disorder and 
panic attacks. 

She also stated “ I 
don’t know when I am 
going to get my life back, 
if ever.” 

She said Peers had 
planned everything and 
she wanted everyone to 
know what he had done. 

She also said: “There’s 
no doubt in my mind he 
was trying to kill me.” 

It was, she said, a 
night of “real horror”. 

Peers’ counsel, David 
Webster, said: “What 
happened that night is 
not challenged. He said it 
was his fear of losing her 
which led him to behave 
in the way he did.” 

At the time, said Mr 
Webster, he had experi¬ 
enced irrational thought 
processes. 

“He had a sincere and 
genuine affection for the 
lady he harmed.” 

The judge imposed an 
indefinite restraining 
order. 


Woman bitten by 
abusive partner 


A WOMAN who 
shared a house with 
her partner in 
Pontycymmer was 
the victim of an 
“abusive relation¬ 
ship” said Mr 
Justice John 

Griffith Williams at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

At one point, John 
Clift, 31, threatened to 
slit the throat of Nadia 
Price, and on another 
occasion, he bit her nose 
and punched her eight or 
10 times, said prosecutor 
Robert Ace. 

He received an 
extended sentence 
involving four years 
imprisonment and he 
will be on licence for an 
additional year. 

The judge said the 
evidence was that Clift 
represented a high risk 
of causing the public 
serious harm, particular¬ 
ly to any future partner. 

Mr Ace said that after 
one attack, Ms Price told 


Clift their relationship 
was over. He took a 
knife from the kitchen 
and waved it over her 
and then put it to her 
throat for two or three 
minutes. 

He began stabbing it 
towards her and it went 
into her thigh causing a 
two centimetre deep 
wound. 

Clift said he would 
kill himself if she left but 
the violence continued. 
He even asked her to 
marry him, said Mr Ace. 

During one attack, she 
was punched to the head 
and had her nose bitten. 

Clift was said to have 
convictions for affray, 
having a bladed article, 
assault, causing actual 
bodly harm, and harrass- 
ment. 

Peter Harding- 

Roberts, defending, said: 
“He needs assistance to 
address his problems. 
Domestic violence can 
never be justified.” 

The judge imposed a 
restraining order. 


Ynysawdre pool 
costs double 

THE final bill for Ynysawdre Pool is £7m 
- more than twice the original estimate of 
£3.3m. 

The council’s audit committee heard that there 
had been a significant unexpected risk relating to the 
ground conditions at the pool and the authority used 
external experts in pool design and build. 

But the audit committee has now made sugges¬ 
tions for improved management of such consultants 
in future projects. 
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GRANT BOOST FOR GREEN DRIVE 

Pencoed Comprehensive 
pupils help to become 
‘Envirowise* and recycle 



PENCOED Comprehensive School has 
won a grant to help its recycling drive. 

Stuart Pownall, the school’s ESDGC coordi¬ 
nator, applied for £5,000 from Envirowise - 
Wales and was informed last week that the bid 
had been successful. 

The School’s Eco-champs have been hard at 
work carrying out audits of what type of recy¬ 
cling bins are needed and in which locations 
around the school they should be placed. 

Mr Pownall said “It’s not a case of just plonk¬ 
ing the bins anywhere and hoping for the best. 
We have a strategy that includes planned posi¬ 
tioning and an education programme (through 
assemblies) that runs alongside the initiative to 
ensure that staff and pupils make proper use of 
the new facilities and for the right reasons”. 

The school is hoping to be awarded the Eco- 
Schools Silver award in the coming weeks, as 
recognition of the hard work that its staff and 
pupils are carrying out in order to make 
Pencoed Comprehensive a truly sustainable 
school. 


ABOVE: 


Pencoed school’s £5,000 boost for 
its recycling project. 


The GEM Quiz 
League posers 


Here are this week's 
questions: 

1) Which motor com¬ 
pany manufactures a 
small car called 
"The Getz"? 

2) Which famous 
artist's surname was 
Buanarroti? 

3) In the 2009 
Formula One sea¬ 
son, who was Jenson 
Button's co-driver in 
the Brawn team? 


4) Nicely Nicely 
Johnson & Nathan 
Detroit are charac¬ 
ters in which musi¬ 
cal? 

A.RUDGE (Hon.Sec. 
BGQL.) 
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Who wants to build what and 
where in the county borough? 


Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Ogwr - Ysgol 
Gymraeg Bro Ogwr, Princess Way, 
Brackla, Bridgend - erect flag pole 
on site to display eco green flag. 

Mr T Newbury - 17 Cwrt y Coed, 
Brackla, Bridgend - remove one 
large off-set limb ((1985) OBC No 
16). 

Mrs S Peterson - 105 Tremains 
Court, Brackla, Bridgend - canopy 
reduce ash tree by approximately 25- 
30 per cent ((1985) OBC No 16). 

Mr N Davies - Coed Rhyd, 4 
Pentwyn Road, Pencoed - fell ash 
tree ((1988) OBC No 12). 

Tmstees of Merthyr Mawr Estate 
Office - Park Cottage, 26 Derllwyn 
Road, Tondu, Bridgend - create a 
new opening in internal wall, new roof 
light, render and paint external block- 
work walls. 

ABM University Health Board - 
Princess of Wales Hospital, Y 
Bwthyn Newydd Unit, Coity Road, 
Bridgend - extension to the Y 
Bwthyn Newydd Unit. 

Mr G Thomas - 29 St Brides Road, 
Aberkenfig, Bridgend - two storey 
rear extension and detached garage. 
Mr DH Jones - 13 Crossfield 
Avenue, Porthcawl - single storey 
ground floor extension and raise roof 
over existing garage/sun room at first 
floor level. 

Mrs K Lewis - Hollydene Cottage, 
The Brickyard, Porthcawl - single 
storey extension to rear. 

Mr M Khaliq - 9/9A Jubilee 
Gardens, Porthcawl - regularise 
conversion of 9 Jubilee Gardens into 
two tw-bedroom dwellings, internal 
alterations and dormer to front. 

BCBC Transportation and Eng - land 


between Brackla Street and Court 
Road, Bridgend - construction of a 
highway and pedestrian link to 
Bridgend Railway Station (restricted 
to buses, taxis and cycles). 

Mr D Morgan - 4 The Precinct, 
Rowan Drive, Porthcawl - conver¬ 
sion of integral garage into sitting 
room and erect new single garage. 

Mr Collier - 2 Heol Mair, Litchard, 
Bridgend - rear uPVC conservatory. 
Mrs S Morris - 10 Rushfield 
Gardens, Bridgend - two storey 
extension. 

Mr A Wickham - Three Horseshoes, 
Lamb Row, South Comelly - devel¬ 
opment of seven buildings with asso¬ 
ciated livee/work accommodation sit¬ 
uated in car park. 

Dr J Williams - Cae Dre House, 38 
Park Street, Bridgend - vehicular 
access off Park Street, create wider 
entrance gate, level pathway, parking 
bay to side garden. 

Mr R Mi ller - 19 Spoonbill Close, 
Porthcawl - kitchen extension and 
conservatory. 

Anchormill Homes Ltd - land at 
Duffryn Oaks, Hendre Road Phase 
3, Pencoed - reserved matters for 
P/09/435/OUT for one dwelling. 
Sustainable Construction - Units 27 
and 28 Willowturf Court, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend - two new 
apartments. 

Deere Investments Ltd - The General 
Picton, 57 New Road, Porthcawl - 

three two-storey link houses with off 
street parking spaces (resub of refusal 
09/743). 

Mr R Davies - 25 Springfield 
Avenue, Porthcawl - proposed sec¬ 
ond floor balcony extension to roof of 


north elevation. 

Ms L Squires - 2 Heol Castell, Cefn 
Cribwr, Bridgend - single storey 
extension to rear elevation and 
detached garage. 

Mr J Phillips - 22 Station Road, 
Kenfig Hill - two-storey flat roof 
extension to rear of property to replace 
single storey flat roof kitchen exten¬ 
sion. 

Mrs B Robert - 1 Celtic View, Brick 
Row, Maesteg - single storey wet 
room/cloaks extension. 

Mr P Walsh - 37 West Street, 
Maesteg - single storey rear side 
extension and rear garage/workshop 
and first floor home office. 

Mrs K Richards - 18 Vale View, 
Nantymoel, Bridgend - double 
storey rear extension. 

Mr J Loundes - land to the side of 7 
Heol Castell, Cefn Cribwr, 
Bridgend - outline application for 
proposed new dwelling (three bed 
two-storey). 

Deere Investments Ltd - The General 
Picton, 57 New Road, Porthcawl - 

demolition of public house and erect 
two shops on ground floor with two 
self-contained flats on first floor. 

Mrs S Williams - 4 Heol Las, 
Pencoed - single storey rear extension 

- living room, bathroom and conser¬ 
vatory. 

Mr P Edwards -16 Woodland Place, 
North Comelly - two storey and sin¬ 
gle storey extensions. 

Mr and Mrs R Bedesha - Long Acre, 
Court Colman, Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend 

- proposed four-car garage and ancil¬ 
lary bedroom accommodation for use 
in connection with main residential 
dwelling. 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 

THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



PITA 

thanked 

MR Martin Griffiths 
the Headteacher of 
Tynyrheol primary 
school, Llangeinor 
would like to thank 
the hard working 
members of the PTFA 
who organised the 
recent Bag2school 
campaign. 

The school had over 
120 bags of unwanted 
clothing donated. These 
weighed over 750kg, 
and raised £300 to help 
purchase updated IT 
equipment. They hope to 
hold another collection 
in the autumn term. 

The PTFA is organis¬ 
ing a book fair at the 
school from May 17-21, 
following last year’s 
success. The week will 
end with the children 
being read bedtime sto¬ 
ries in the school. 

Parents and children 
are welcome wearing 
pyjamas and dressing 
gowns, and everyone 
can have hot chocolate 
or squash with biscuits. 
There will be a charge of 
£1 to cover the cost of 
these items, with no 
charge for children 
under three years of age. 

This year, the book 
fair competitions for 
pupils are: 

Nursery - colouring. 
Reception - Colouring or 
draw a character from a 
story of their choice. 
Years 1 & 2 - Draw a 
character from a story of 
their choice. Years 3 to 6 
- Write an alternative 
ending to a story of their 
choice. 

Please return entries 
to the school tomorrow 
Friday May 14, so that 
they can be judged on 
the first day of the fair. 

The whole school will 
be taking part in a spon¬ 
sored walk to Bryngarw 
park on Friday May 21 
(weather permitting) to 
raise funds to purchase 
IT equipment. 

Art society 

MAESTEG Art Society 
was formed 23 years 
ago by a group of ama¬ 
teur artists, who held 
their meetings at 
Plasnewydd primary 
school, but as the num¬ 


ber of members 
increased it moved to 
the Sports Centre and 
thence to Maesteg 
College, where it meets 
on Wednesdays from 
3.30pm-6pm (term 
times only). 

The society will hold 
its annual exhibition in 
Maesteg town hall from 
May 19-21 at 9.30am to 
4pm. 

Wedding 

songs 

OGMORE Valley male 
voice choir will be 
singing at the wedding 
of Jim Norcott and 
Cari Sowden Taylor at 
St Catwg’s church, 
Pentyrch on Saturday 
May 22. 

Cari’s brother Robin 
plays for the Cardiff 
Blues. 

Car boot 

A CAR boot sale 
organised by Tondu 
primary school PTA is 
taking place at Lidl’s 
car park next Saturday 
May 15 between 
9.30am and 12 noon, 
everyone welcome. 

Joint concert 

GARW Valley male 
choir had a weekend of 
music from April 30 - 
May 2 in 
Northampton. 

The choir sang at the 
wedding reception in the 
Marriott hotel, of Lynne 
Apperley and Barrie 
Dean, son of Dixie, the 
choir’s secretary. 

The choir also joined 
the Northampton male 
voice choir for a joint 
concert in the United 
Reform Church. The 
programme was enter¬ 
taining including 
‘Comrades in Arms’ and 
‘Morte Criste’. 

Special praise went to 
twelve year old soloist 


Lewis Mobbs, for his 
rendition of Andrew 
Lloyd-Webber’s ‘Pie 
Iesu’ and the 
Bach/Gounod master¬ 
piece ‘ Ave Maria’. 

All proceeds from the 
concert were donated to 
the ‘Help for Heroes’ 
fund. 

MEMBERS of the St 
Bride’s church, 
Llansantffraid will be 
holding a garden bed¬ 
ding plant sale on 
Saturday on May 22 at 
11am. 

THE organisers of 
Operation Christmas 
Child thank everyone 
who donated a shoe 
box of goodies for chil¬ 
dren in the less well off 
regions of the world. 

This year over 1.19 
million boxes were 
delivered. 

Family 

history 

THERE will be a free 
service to help people 
trace their family 
ancestry between 11am 
and 4pm on Saturday 
May 15 at the Soar 
Ffrwyd Amos 
Community Centre, 
Pen -y-graig. 

THE oldest estab¬ 
lished choir in the 
Bridgend CBC area, 
Maesteg Gleemen will 
be singing at their 52nd 
annual concert in the 
town hall on Saturday 
May 15 at 7pm. 

The concert will be 
compered by Mai Pope, 
with Gwawr Edwards 
and up and coming 
singers from Bridgend 
CBC area, Megan Eleri 
Griffith and Charlotte 
Skidmore. 

ALL Saint’s Church, 


Pen-y-Fai will hold a 
grand silent auction on 
Friday May 14 in the 
function room of the 
Pheasant Inn at 7pm. 
Entry tickets are limit¬ 
ed but can be obtained 
from the church war¬ 
dens. 

Eco fair 

AT the Parc Slip visitor 
centre, Tondu on June 
2 between 11am and 
2pm, there will be an 
Eco fair with stalls, 
demonstrations and 
information on wildlife 
and how to make bird 
nesting boxes. At 12pm 
there will be a guided 
walk around the nature 
reserve. 

There will be chi- 
dren’s activities and a 
model railway will be 
open. 

WI vote 

ABERKENFIG and 
District Women’s 
Institute has unani¬ 
mously voted to sup¬ 
port the National 
Federation of Women’s 
Institutes’ joint resolu¬ 
tion which ‘urges HM 
Government to intro¬ 
duce clear and manda¬ 
tory country of origin 
labelling on all meats, 
poultry and fish prod¬ 
ucts sold in the UK’. 

Helping the 
homeless 

THERE is a proposal 
to hold a sponsored 
walk in Bridgend and 
Porthcawl areas within 
the next few weeks, to 
raise money so that 
these unfortunate peo¬ 
ple, who sleep on the 
pavements, can be sup¬ 
plied with blankets and 
sleeping bags. 


Blooming great Tea 
Party for hospice 


Lions’ May fayre 
raised £6,000 


T hrough 

your 

columns, the 
Porthcawl Lions 
Club wish to thank 
all who supported 
their very success¬ 
ful May fayre, held 
in the grounds of 
the Rest Hotel on 
Bank Holiday 
Monday. 

Preliminary estimates 
reveal that in the region 
of £6,000 was raised by 
Porthcawl Lions and the 
charities and organisa¬ 
tions taking part. 

Particular thanks go to 
the Porthcawl Leos, the 
young Lions of 
Porthcawl, together with 
the members of the 
Porthcawl Air Training 


Corps and Porthcawl Sea 
Cadets. 

Forthcoming events 
for the Porthcawl Lions 
include their third annual 
Charity Golf Day on 
June 4 at the Grove Golf 
Club; the 4K Coastal 
Walk organised in asso¬ 
ciation with Cancer 
Research UK on Sunday, 
June 13 and a fashion 
show for the ladies being 
held at Awl y Mor on 
Wednesday, June 16. 

In addition, of course, 
there is the usual assis¬ 
tance given by 
Porthcawl Lions at the 
car boot sales held in the 
grounds of the Rest 
Hotel on May 23, on 
June 6, 13 and 20. 

David Richards 
(Porthcawl Lions 
Club). 


A S a long time 
supporter of 
Marie Curie 
Cancer Care and a 
passionate cake 
baker, may I ask 
your readers to join 
the charity’s 
Blooming Great Tea 
Party celebrations 
this summer? 

We’re inviting people 
to hold their own tea 
parties any time between 
June 12 and July 12 to 
help raise money for the 
charity. Whether it’s a 
garden party, afternoon 
tea or a simple gathering 
of friends for a cuppa, 
holding a Blooming 
Great Tea Party couldn’t 
be simpler. 

Every tea party, how¬ 
ever big or small, will 
help more Marie Curie 
nurses to provide free 
care for terminally ill 
people in the Marie 



ABOVE: 

Jane Asher supporting 
the Blooming Great 
Tea Party. 

Curie Hospice at 
Penarth. 

I do hope some of 
your readers are able to 
help us. To sign up for a 
free Blooming Great Tea 
Party fundraising pack 
bursting with fabulous 
ideas to help create the 
perfect party, call 08700 
340 040 or visit 
www. mariecurie. org. uk/t 
eaparty 
Jane Asher 
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PORTHCAWL FIRE CREW ARE AIMING TO 
BE SOUTH WALES ROAD RESCUE CHAMPS! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 

PORTHCAWL firefighters have targeted 
a national competition to test their skill 
at getting road accident victims safely out 
of the wreckage. 

Last year (for the first time) the Porthcawl 
Fire and Rescue Crew entered the South Wales 
Extrication Challenge Competition - and came 
second! The team have entered again this year, 
and they have high hopes of bettering last year’s 
performance - they mean business and are out 
to win. 

The crew have been practising for months and 
took the opportunity to explain the details of the 
extrication challenge competition to the Mayor 
of Porthcawl and her consort during a recent 
formal visit to Porthcawl Fire Station. 

Following the visit, the crew carried out a full- 
scale practice exercise to extract a victim from a 
rather nasty double-vehicle road accident. 

The six-man crew is made up of crew manager 
Peter Bevan, and firefighters Nathan Bennet, Jeff 
Tombs, Rob Collins, Rob Bailey and Homi 
Parvini. 



ABOVE: The six-man crew, Peter Bevan, Nathan Bennet, Jeff Tombs, Rob Collins, 
Rob Bailey and Homi Parvini, with ‘accident victim’ Lewis Harry. 




Members want to know 
more about their food 

LLANHARRY WI NEWS 


T here was a 
full agenda to 
discuss for 
the May meeting - 
the county newslet¬ 
ter was circulated 
and dates noted. 

A comprehensive 
report of the recent 
council meeting at St 
David’s Hall was given 
by president Joy 
Brooking. Five members 
joined 767 ladies from 
100 WIs to hear surprise 
guest speaker Jamie 
Owen, and the main 
speaker, Ruth Jones. 

The lunch club con¬ 
tinues to thrive and the 
venue is The Farmer’s 
Arms, Aberthin, on May 
21 . 

May is traditionally 
resolution month and 


this year’s topic is ‘To 
introduce clear and 
mandatory country of 
origin labelling on all 
meat, poultry and fish 
products sold in this 
country’. 

This was discussed 
and voted on and 
Llanharry will be repre¬ 
sented by Ystradowen 
WI at the AGM on June 
2 at the CIA, Cardiff. 

After refreshments, a 
‘Bring and Buy’ stall 
was opened and a wide 
variety of bargains were 
quickly snapped up. 

Proceeds are to be 
given towards the 
Glamorgan Federation’s 
‘Light a Candle’ project 
in the hope of giving 50 
women in India the 


opportunity to learn how 
to make candles and 
become self-employed. 

The competition - a 
posy of flowers - attract¬ 
ed seven excellent 
entries and Pauline 
Charles was the winner. 

There was just enough 
time for a short quiz, 
organised by Lilian 
Merry, refereed by Joy 
Brooking and won by 
Liz Jervis. 

To comply with the 
requisite number of 
meetings, Joy reminded 
members the next meet¬ 
ing will be on May 18, 
when Margaret Rogers 
will speak about 
Denman College, 

Oxford. 

JR 


TRIO’S 

ART 

SHOW 

AN exhibition at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge 
includes drawings and 
paintings by three 
women artists 

(Heather Simmonds, 
Chris Mouls and Val 
Thomas) who all stud¬ 
ied together at the 
Swansea School of Art 
and Design. 

The exhibition has 
been created around 
the theme of reflec¬ 
tions and memories. 


You can now 
read your 
GEM online at: 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 



Looking for lost Karow 
connection in Porthcawl 


LEFT: 

A nasty incident! 

Photo 

society 

choose 

winners 

THE Pyle and 
Porthcawl 
Photographic 
Society held its 
third club competi¬ 
tion of the season at 
The Rest Hotel on 
May 6. 

The competition had 
two sections, Prints, and 
Projected Images. 
Mervyn Pugh, of 
Aberdare Camera Club, 
judged both sections. 

The winning projected 
image was ‘River 
Crossing’”by Glyn 
Edmunds. The runners 
up were Windsor 
Rimron and Guy 
Burgess, second and 
third respectively. 

The winning Print 
was ‘Racing the Tide’ by 
Muriel Parkes. The run¬ 
ners up were Phil Lamb 
and Malcolm Nugent, 
who came second and 
third respectively. 


LAST night, I dis¬ 
covered on the 
internet a Reverend 
William Karow, 
who I assume had 
lived in Wales, 
though I do not 
know when and 
where. 

All I know is he was a 
Lutheran Pastor, which is 
strange as there is no 
Welsh Lutheran Church 
in Wales, and as far as I 
know, there never has 
been one. 

His daughter, Martha 
Caroline Christina 
Karow, married 

Reverend Mervyn 
Archdall on September 
14, 1882 - 1 do not know 
if this was in Wales or 
Australia. As far as I can 
make out their three chil¬ 
dren were born in 
Sydney as follows: 

Mervyn - bom August 
31 1884; 

Henry Kingsley - born 
March 2 1886’ 

Rosa - born 1890. 

Now comes the con¬ 
fusing bit. One entry on 
the internet says Martha 
died on August 31, 1949. 

Another one says 
Martha lived in 1961 in 
Porthcawl, Glamorgan, 
Wales, at 51 Victoria 
Avenue. 


Perhaps one of your 
readers remembers 
Martha Archdall (nee 
Karow), and her son 
Henry Kingsley, who I 
understand lived at 51 
Victoria Avenue in 
Porthcawl in 1976? 

What is so strange 
about this story is that 
my brother, who lives in 
California, has traced our 
family back to 1260, but 
there is no trace of a 
Karow in Wales. 

The Karows are from 
Pomerania/Prussia. 
Stettin, now in Poland, 
was where my grandfa¬ 
ther was born. He left for 
Wilhelmshaven in north¬ 
ern Germany in early 
1890. 

Wherever I lived in 
western Germany after 
the war, I never came 
across another Karow. 

I really believed our 
little family were the last 
of the Karows. Not so, 


they all seem to have 
emigrated to the USA, 
Canada, Australia, etc. 

I have been living in 
the UK for more than 50 
years, the last 20 in 
Wales. 

The reason we think 
we might be somehow 
related to Reverend 
William Karow is the 
fact that he was a 
Lutheran Pastor, and his 
name was William and 
his daughter’s second 
name Caroline. 

Those two names 
appear mostly in our 
family: In German, it’s 
Wilhelm and Karoline. 
The Karows on our side 
are all Lutheran 
Protestants. 

It would be lovely if 
someone could enlighten 
me if somewhere there is 
a connection. 

Irmtraut Karoline 
Harbour (nee Karow), 
Brecon 


College hosts finals 

BRIDGEND College’s new Construction 
Academy hosted the national finals of 
SkillPlumb and SkillElectric on April 28-29. 

Colleges from across Wales attended the two- 
day competition, where students undertook the¬ 
ory and practical assessments. The competition 
then concluded at the Coed-Y-Mwstwr Hotel, in 
Bridgend. 
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BRIDGEND POLICE SAY 
DANGEROUS DRIVERS 
WILL PAY A PENALTY 


ON May 2, neighbourhood police offi¬ 
cers in Bridgend responded to reports 
from the Safer Bridgend CCTV unit 
and members of the public who were 
concerned about a car which was being 
driven around the Recreation Centre in 
an anti social and dangerous manner. 

The car was later stopped by police officers 
and the driver was issued with a warning notice. 
In completing the notice it became apparent that 
the driver had been stopped previously by local 
PCSO Chris Freeth for a similar offence in the 
same place. 

Police officers then seized the vehicle and the 
owner had to pay a Fixed Penalty to retrieve the 
car. 

PCSO Freeth said: “We will not tolerate errat¬ 
ic and dangerous driving in or around the 
Bridgend area. It is dangerous for the people in 
the vehicle, other road users and pedestrians and 
our actions show that if you are caught acting in 
this way you will pay the consequences.” 



The seized car being 
loaded onto a transporter, 
after being detained by 
Bridgend police 


Dutch choristers will join 
forces with Bridgend choir 



ABOVE: The Dutch choir that is heading for Bridgend. 


A wartime com¬ 
memorative visit by 
Bridgend Male 
Choir to the 
Netherlands a few 
years ago resulted 
in an introduction 
to this Utrecht 
based choir, the 
bond of friendship 
progressing to an 
invitation to sing in 
the Bridgend area. 

The visiting choir was 
bom in 1997 from the 
inspiration of profession¬ 
al singer/conductor, Jaap 
Jan Hunze. In recent 


years the Millennium 
Male Choir has sung 
throughout the USA and 
Canada, as well as main¬ 
land Europe. 

Its most recent com¬ 
petition success was an 
award collected in 
Prague at an internation¬ 
al competition involving 
80 choirs from around 
the world. 

Choir leader Jaap 
Hunze has been 
involved with Dutch 
choirs over many years 
helping to found a num¬ 
ber and having had the 
honour of leading one 
group of over 300 cho¬ 
risters in a performance 


for the Dutch royal fami¬ 
ly- 

Under the musical 
direction of Jaap Jan 
Hunze and accompanist, 
Paul van der Riejden, 
the 50-strong Dutch 
Millennium Choir will 
be the annual overseas 
guests of the Bridgend 
Male Choir at 
Bethlehem Church Life 
Centre, Cefn Cribbwr. 

Concert goers will 


A FORMER pro¬ 
fessional footballer 
from Maesteg has 
been selected by 
Vibe Models to take 
part in the Mister 
Wales Grand Final, 
alongside 65 Miss 
Wales finalists at St 
David’s Hall, 
Cardiff on 
Saturday June 26. 

Kane Smith (21) 
fought off tough compe¬ 
tition from 100 other 
potential candidates. 

The boys took part in 
a semi-final interview at 
Laguna Health & Spa 
with Mister Wales 2008, 
Jonny Rees, Miss Wales 
2009, Lucy Whitehouse 
and Liz Oulton from 
Vibe Models, before 
being selected to take 
part in the final in July. 
The rounds include; 
Welsh wear, swim wear 


also hear the Bridgend 
Male Choir, which will 
share the platform for an 
expected choral feast. 

The concert takes 
place on Friday June 4 
at 7pm. Tickets are £5 
and are available from 
either the venue; the 
News Shop, Dunraven 
Place, Bridgend or from 
choir secretary, Gareth 
Reese on 01656 862037. 

David T Burt 


and evening wear as 
well as a short interview 
in front of a panel of 
judges. 

Paula Abbandonato, 
Director of Vibe Models 
said: “The winner of 
Mister Wales will need 
to be confident, charis¬ 
matic and intelligent, as 
well as good looking. He 
will need to be brave 
enough to take to the 
stage in front of a 2,000 
strong audience and 65 
gorgeous girls.” 

The winner of Mister 
Wales will receive a 
contract with Vibe 
Models, a trip to 
Australia and Lapland 
with The Joshua 
Foundation, the opportu¬ 
nity to judge at the Miss 
Wales 2011 regional 
heats and a number of 
smaller prizes. 

The current Mister 
Wales is Mark Tancock, 
25 from Swansea. 


Golf Day raises 
£2,000 for school 


A charity golf 
fundraising day was 
recently hosted by 
Andrew Lee at the 
Vale Resort and Spa 
in support of the 
Ysgol Ty Coch 
leavers, department 
annual summer ball 
which takes place 
on June 25 at the 
resort. 

Thirteen teams from 
local businesses compet¬ 
ed in various competi¬ 
tions, ranging from the 
longest drive to the near¬ 
est pin. Students and staff 
from the leavers’ dept at 
Ysgol Ty Coch Tonteg 
kicked off the competi¬ 
tion and then returned at 
the end of the day to 
present all prizes to the 


winners and losers! 

The estimated £2,000 
raised will go towards 
the summer ball, which 
was held for the first time 
last year in conjunction 
with Park Lane School 
and Ysgol Hen Felin. 

Maria Rees, Ysgol Ty 
Coch Assistant Deputy 
Head said: “We are 
extremely grateful to 
everyone who supported 
the Leavers department 
and took part in the day. 
The figure raised is a fan¬ 
tastic achievement and 
will really make a differ¬ 
ence to the ball. 

“On behalf of all the 
staff and students we 
would like to thank 
everyone for their partic¬ 
ipation and a big special 
thanks to Andrew Lee 
and his fellow golfers.” 


Ex footballer 
in Mister 
Wales final! 


St Clare’s appoints its 
new head of the school 


THE St Clare’s 
School, Porthcawl, 
has announced that 
a new Headteacher, 
John Aguilar, will 
take over from the 
beginning of the 
autumn term, fol¬ 
lowing the retire¬ 
ment of long-serv¬ 
ing Headteacher, 
Mrs Catherine 
Barnard. 

A school spokesman 
said: “Mr Aguilar is an 
experienced educational¬ 
ist, with a distinguished 
career that has spanned 
schools in both the inde¬ 
pendent and state main¬ 
tained sectors. 

“Currently Deputy 
Head at Wisbech 
Grammar School, an 
Independent HMC 
School in 

Cambridgeshire, former 
posts include head of 
Spanish at Banbury 
School in Oxfordshire 
and head of general stud¬ 
ies and senior boarding 
housemaster at 

Monmouth School. 

“Mr Aguilar is a fully 
accredited ISI schools 
inspector and works as 
part of a team which 


assesses independent 
schools throughout the 
UK and Europe. 

“As an accomplished 
linguist, he is bi-lingual 
in English and Spanish, 
and also speaks French, 
Portuguese and Russian” 

He added that Mr 
Aguilar is a sports enthu¬ 
siast and coaches both 
rugby and athletics. He 
holds coaching awards 
and certificates from the 
Welsh Rugby Union, 
Rugby Football Union 
and the Football 
Association and has 
coached rugby, football 
and athletics throughout 
his teaching career. 

Mr Aguilar succeeds 
the current Headteacher, 
Catherine Barnard, who 
announced her intention 
to retire at the end of the 
summer term, after more 
than 20 years at St 
Clare’s as a teacher and 
as Head. 

Mr Aguilar comment¬ 
ed: “I have been greatly 
impressed with St 
Clare’s. It is a school full 
of active and engaged 
children, learning and 
thriving in a caring and 
well-disciplined environ¬ 
ment and taught by tal¬ 
ented staff. 


Go-ahead for 
free range egg 
unit on farm 


PERMISSION has 
been given for a 
new egg producing 
unit to be set up on 
a Llangeinor Farm. 

Mr and Mrs 
Washbourne of Cefn 
Gelli Farm have 
received consent to set 
up a 12,000 bird, free 
range egg production 
unit. 

New buildings are 
needed because the 
existing ones did not 
meet the RSPCA 
Freedom Food regula¬ 
tions which restrict the 
number of birds to be 
kept per square metre 
and also require access 
to open fields. 

A new building meas¬ 
uring more than 250 feet 
by over 50 feet will be 
built made of timber 
cladding over a steel 
structure. It will be more 
than 250 yards from the 
nearest houses. 

Access will be from 
the existing farm access 
which will be improved 
and which comes out 
onto the Betws to 
Llangeinor road. 

There will be two egg 
collection lorries a week 
plus a feed delivery lorry 
every two weeks. 

The unit is only 
cleaned once every 14 
months when the flock is 
completely replaced. The 
manure will be removed 
in eight lorry loads over 
a two-day period. 

The applicant said 
that income from tradi¬ 
tional forms of farming 
have fallen over recent 
years and egg production 
offers a new revenue 
stream whilst retaining 
the existing sheep and 
beef production. 


The eggs will be sold 
to John Bowlers Free 
Range Eggs, which will 
inspect the farm once a 
month. They refuse to 
buy from any farms that 
do not meet their stan¬ 
dards. 

The birds are able to 
leave the unit every 
morning at 8 am through 
a series of holes and 
these are closed at dusk. 
All birds are kept in 
overnight. 

No representations 
have been made by 
neighbours. 

Planning officer 
David Llewelyn said that 
while existing buildings 
should be used wherever 
possible, it could not be 
done here. 

He said that the new 
building was large and 
“somewhat industrial” in 
form but the timber 
walls and slate blue roof 
were reasonably compat¬ 
ible with the rural char¬ 
acter. It would be sited 
near a tree lined field 
boundary and some dis¬ 
tance from the public 
highway to ensure that 
visual impact would be 
reduced. 

The report says that 
there will be odour from 
the manure when it is 
agitated by the clean-out 
operations every 14 
months over a two day 
period,. The problem 
with flies has been min¬ 
imised because flies can¬ 
not lay eggs on dry 
manure. 

Permission has been 
granted subject to the 
applicant paying 
£15,320 to cover the 
costs of introducing a 
revised speed limit of 
50mph along the Betws 
to Llangeinor Road. 


“St Clare’s is an 
incredibly happy school, 
with great potential for 
further development in 
the future and I relish the 
opportunity of working 
together with others, 
building on all the excel¬ 
lent work that has been 
achieved at St Clare’s 
under the leadership of 
Catherine Barnard. 

“I very much look for¬ 
ward to the challenges 
which the new post 
brings in an area where I 
know my family and I 
will be happy. Together 
at St Clare’s, in partner¬ 
ship with pupils, staff, 
parents and Cognita, we 
can strive to provide an 
independent education of 
the highest quality for the 
communities of 

Porthcawl, Bridgend and 
the Vale of Glamorgan.” 

Mrs Barnard said: “I 
am delighted with the 



John Aguilar. 


appointment of Mr 
Aguilar as I will leave 
my post knowing that I 
am leaving the running 
of one of the best inde¬ 
pendent schools in Wales 
in strong and capable 
hands. 

“I intend to stay 
involved with the school 
over the next few years 
and look forward to sup¬ 
porting Mr Aguilar in 
any way I can”. 


Volcanic ash: 

advice to 
air travellers 


Local air passengers 
whose flights have 
been affected by the 
volcanic ash crisis 
should contact their 
travel agents or tour 
operators if the 
flight was an ele¬ 
ment of a package 
holiday 
The advice came 
this week from Trading 
Standards officers, who 
said that anyone who 
booked their flight inde¬ 
pendently should contact 
the airline directly to 
request a date for 
rescheduled flights or a 
refund. 

“Many people will 
have reserved hotels or 
other types of accommo¬ 
dation independently 
therefore it’s advisable to 
enquire about the possi¬ 
bility of arranging alter¬ 


native dates. Hotels are 
not obliged to reschedule 
dates free of charge or 
issue refunds in these 
instances, but there may 
be an element of flexibil¬ 
ity if enquiries are 
made,” a spokesperson 
said. 

“It is also advisable 
for passengers to contact 
their travel insurers to 
check if compensation is 
available. Airlines and 
tour operators are not 
obliged to pay compen¬ 
sation under these cir¬ 
cumstances; however, 
travel insurance terms 
and conditions do some¬ 
times allow consumers to 
claim for inconven¬ 
ience.” 

For further advice, 
contact Consumer Direct 
at www.consumerdi- 
rect.gov.uk/ or call 0845 
4040506. 


College is on 
the shortlist for 
four awards 


BRIDGEND 
College has been 
shortlisted for four 
ColegauCymru/Coll 
egesWales Awards . 

These awards recog¬ 
nise outstanding achieve¬ 
ment at further education 
institutions and collabo¬ 
ration between institu¬ 
tions and other organisa¬ 
tions. 

The award categories 
shortlisted are: 

• ‘Innovation in the 
leadership and manage¬ 
ment of vocational edu¬ 
cation’ - for the work 
undertaken across the 
School of Creative Arts 
in recent years 

• ‘Outstanding use of 
Technology’ - for the 
development and imple¬ 
mentation of the BRAVO 
(Bridgend College Risk 
Assessment and Value 
Added) System 

X ‘Returning to and 
widening the scope of 
learning’ - in relation to 


the continued develop¬ 
ment of our Higher 
Education programmes 
in recent years. 

Bridgend College is 
the largest provider of 
higher education courses 
of any further education 
college in Wales with 
over 1,150 higher educa¬ 
tion students studying 
HNCs, HNDs and 
degrees. 

• ‘Teacher of the Year’ 
- Louise McGibbon, 
Welsh Baccalaureate. 
This follows the col¬ 
lege’s recent success at 
the Inspire Adult Tutors 
and Mentor Awards. 

Over the past three 
years, the college has 
been nominated for six 
awards and in 2008 and 
2009 won one and two 
respectively. 

The winners will be 
announced at an awards 
ceremony in The Hilton 
Hotel, Cardiff, on May 
27, 2010. 
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EXHIBITION WILL BE PERMANENT 
REMINDER OF A MINING DISASTER 



THE men who died 
in a tragic mining 
disaster in 
Bridgend county 
borough will be 
remembered - now 
that a permanent 
site for a memorial 
exhibition has been 
found. 

The Parc Slip min¬ 
ing disaster took place 
on August 26, 1892. 
The explosion at the 
Parc Slip Colliery, 
near the Fountain, 
Aberkenfig, cost the 
lives of 112 men and 
boys. 

John Mason, of the 
Parc Slip Memorial 
Group, put together a 
fine exhibition to 
record and commemo¬ 
rate the disaster some 
time ago, but had 
failed until now to find 
a permanent home for 
it. 

Thanks to the gen¬ 


erosity of the 
Naturalists’ Trust at 
the Parc Slip Nature 
Centre, Aberkenfig, a 
room has been allocat¬ 
ed there to house the 
exhibition permanent¬ 
ly. 

The official opening 
took place recently 


when, following an 
introductory lecture 
on the disaster by local 
historian and author, 
Neville Granville, the 
exhibition was formal¬ 
ly opened by Carwyn 
Jones, the First 
Minister of the Welsh 
Assembly. 
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BELOW: 

Carwyn Jones AM, the First Minister, opens the Parc Slip Disaster 
Memorial Exhibition. John Mason, the exhibition creator, has writ¬ 
ten around the border of the room, all 112 names of the men and 
boys who perished in the fateful explosion. John is determined not 
to let the disaster slip from memory, especially as there are so many 
families still in the area that bear the same surnames as those lost. 


Carwyn Jones AM with Neville 
Granville and John Mason (right). 




PHOTOGRAPHS by KEITH E MORGAN 


Planners give giant 
windfarm north of 
Caerau the go-ahead 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


Porthcawl students 
are celebrating offers 
of university places 


BRIDGEND planners have 
raised no objections to pro¬ 
posals for a giant wind- 
farm in the heads of the 
valleys area. 

The application is to locate 84 
wind turbines and four masts on 
the mountains stretching across 
from the Neath valley, across the 
heads of the valleys area above 
Glyncorrwg, Aberdare and 
Rhondda. 

The Pen-y-Cymoedd wind 
farm will lie within Rhondda 
Cynon Taff and Neath Port 
Talbot council areas. Bridgend 
was asked for its views as a 
neighbouring authority. 

The turbines will be 450 feet 
high and the windfarm will pro¬ 
duce 252 megawatts. 

The site currently consists of 
forestry land managed by the 
Forestry Commission on behalf 
of the Welsh Assembly 
Government and occupies two 
swathes of land lying between 


Glynneath and Glyncorrwgr in 
Neath Port Talbot and between 
Treherbert and Hitrwaun 
Common in RCT. 

The boundary of the windfarm 
will lie about two miles from 
Caerau. 

The application will be decid¬ 
ed by the Department for Energy 
in London. The applicants are 
Nuon UK. 

Planning officer David 
Llewelyn said that the wind farm 
would be visible from the upland 
areas in the north of the county 
borough, and from the higher 
land above the Llynfi valley - 
where it would be viewed in the 
context of the existing Ffynnon 
Oer wind farm. 

Mr Llewelyn said it was con¬ 
sidered that the visual impact of 
the development on the land¬ 
scape or settlements of the bor¬ 
ough would be “minimal”. 


LADIES Thursday 
Club had a bingo 
evening where mem¬ 
bers were delighted 
to have a visit from 
Graham, who is mak¬ 
ing a fine recovery 
after a knee opera¬ 
tion. 

AT the Mothers’ 
Union monthly 
Eucharist in all Saints 
Church on April 30, a 
christening took place 
(the first ever in All 
Saints) before the 
enrolling of new mem¬ 
bers of the branch. 

The new christening 
bowl was a beautifully 
turned wooden bowl 
which will remain in the 
church, and the water for 
the blessing came from 
the sea at Dunraven. 


After the ceremony, 
members went along to 
Ogmore Farm for a 
superb ‘brunch’. 

THE Saturday cof¬ 
fee morning with stalls 
at the church hall was 
in aid of the charity 
Multiple Sclerosis. 

THE Earl of Dunraven 
Lodge of the 
‘Oddfellows’ meet at the 
Glamorgan Friends of 
the Deaf Hall, 

Coychurch Road, 

Brackla, Bridgend, on 
Monday of every month 
at 7pm. The annual din¬ 
ner was held on April 29 
at the Golden Mile Inn, 
Ewenny. 

THE next local pro¬ 
duce market will be 
held at the Church Hall 
on Saturday, May 15, at 
10.30am-12noon. Lots 
of stalls. 



(Left to right) Rhodri Martin, Beth Harding, Biology teacher 
Mrs Coupland, Aneela Khaliq, Alexandra Dunlop, Joseph Whittle. 


ST CLARE’S School in 
Porthcawl is celebrating offers of 
places to universities across the 
UK to study medicine, veterinary 
science and nursing. 

Among students offered places are: 
Joseph Whittle, who intends to study 


veterinary science in Edinburgh; 
Alexandra Dunlop, medicine at 
Leicester; head girl Aneela Khaliq, 
medicine at Birmingham; head boy 
Rhodri Martin a medicine course at 
Cardiff; Beth Harding, nursing at 
Cardiff; and Deiniol Meredith-Smith, 
nursing at Swansea. 
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School pupils get 
up close to the 
creepy crawlies! 


YEAR-1 pupils at 
Rhws primary 
school enjoyed visi¬ 
tors of a very dif¬ 
ferent kind recent- 

iy! 

The children are 
studying mini-beasts this 
term and were lucky 
enough to receive a visit 
from Mr Aaron 
Grindlay, who brought 
along many of his res¬ 
cued specimens. 

He told the children 
all about his reptiles, 
insects and spiders... 

He also explained the 
importance of looking 
after them and answered 
questions the children 
couldn’t wait to ask 
about the unusual crea¬ 
tures. 

The children even got 
to handle some of the 
creatures and described 
the day as “Minibeast- 
tastic!” KB 


WRITE IN! 

WE welcome 
your news, views 
and sports items. 
Please email 
them to the 
Editorial 
Department at: 
ggem@ 
internet- 
today.co.uk 



In an exclusive message to GEM readers, ALUN CAIRNS, 
newly-elected MP for the Vale, reflects on the general 
election campaign and looks forward to his new role 


‘It’s early days, but 
already my feet haven’t 
touched the ground!’ 


1 AM delighted and humbled 
to have been elected as the 
Member of Parliament for 
the Vale of Glamorgan and I 
must admit, my feet haven’t 
touched the ground since - 
from holding surgeries last 
Saturday, to a meeting of the 
parliamentary party to consider 
the potential shape of a new 
Government. 

I want to pay tribute to the 
other candidates for their vigorous 
campaigns, and to John Smith for 
his efforts in serving the Vale dur¬ 
ing his time in Parliament. 

Although we regularly disagreed 
on policy, I never questioned his 
commitment to constituents. 

There appear to be two prime 
roles of an MP. First and foremost 
is to serve and answer local con¬ 
cerns at a constituency level, and 
secondly to represent the Vale in 
Parliament, ensuring our needs 
are recognised and answered by 
the Government. 

It was clear on the doorstep that 
the late Sir Raymond Gower is 
still recalled very fondly by locals 
and, from what I can understand, 



ABOVE: 

ALUN CAIRNS , the 
Vale’s new MP. 


his reputation was achieved by 
hard work and a first class service 
to individuals and communities. 

I plan to do all I can to model 
my approach on him and his 
efforts, and be a local champion 
for local people. 

Further to my commitments in 
the campaign, it was a privilege to 
hold my first surgeries last 


Saturday in Barry, Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major. 

It was also a pleasure to see peo¬ 
ple turning up with their prob¬ 
lems, and I am doing all I can to 
try to help resolve them. 

Naturally, I will be holding sur¬ 
geries on a regular basis across the 
Vale, but if I can help in any way - 
no matter how big or small the 
problem - please get in touch. 

The second duty is to stand up 
for our community in Parliament. 

I want to be able to make our case 
in the strongest way possible. 

One area where national policy 
and local interest come together is 
the Defence Technical College. I 
will be shouting in Westminster to 
ensure delivery of the project, and 
will be calling on the developer, 
Metrix to answer local concerns. 

Although a strong supporter of 
the project, we need to ensure that 
it also works for local communi¬ 
ties. 

Finally, I also made the commit¬ 
ment during the campaign to offer 
my resignation as an Assembly 
Member to the Conservative Party, 
which I have done. They will con¬ 
sider it at the earliest opportunity. 


CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 1.6HDi 90hp VTR 

WITH NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 






Motability 
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Moon retains her 
Bridgend seat as 
Labour hold on 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Cefn Cribwr and 
Aberkenfig, two strong 
Labour areas, moved 
into Ogmore because 
of boundary changes, 
making the seat easier 
for Labour to hold. 

It was a tired but 
relieved Madeleine 
Moon who congratulat¬ 
ed her party workers 
after the count. 

Helen Baker said 
that she was delighted 
with the result and she 
felt that one last push 
could bring Bridgend 
into the Conservative 
fold. 

She said: “We 
reduced Labour’s 
majority by 4,000 and 
achieved a swing of 5.4 
per cent. The Labour 
vote was down more 
than six per cent. There 
was also little sign of 
the Clegg bounce. 

“I want to thank my 
hard-working campaign 
team who put in a lot 
of effort across the con¬ 
stituency. 

“We had an excellent 
response on the door 
and I am confident that 
we can win next time.” 

Wayne Morgan, for 
the Liberal Democrats, 
said that he was disap¬ 
pointed in not making 
the breakthrough that 
he had hoped for - 
locally or nationally. 

He said: “In my 
view, the Labour Party 
is a busted flush. They 
are holed below the 


waterline and people 
are taking to the 
lifeboats.” 

But speaking of his 
own campaign, he said 
he was delighted with 
the result he obtained 
from a standing start. 

“I am deeply grateful 
to the people who 
voted for me. 
Unfortunately, in this 
area we have the same 
old, same old. 

“Labour took a big 
hit in Bridgend. I 
picked up votes from 
some hard Labour 
areas and also from 
softer Tory places. I 
feel that I got the popu¬ 
lar vote while the two 
big parties picked up 
the party vote.” 


Malcolm James, 
election agent for Plaid 
in Ogmore, said that 
the party had stood still 
in both constituencies. 

“We were disap¬ 
pointed in Ogmore 
because we had a 
strong local candidate 
in Danny Clark, who is 
a councillor in 
Llangynwyd. Our total 
vote did increase but 
we dropped percent- 
age-wise. 

“We did not get a 
breakthrough and I 
think people were vot¬ 
ing on national issues. 
People were thinking 
of the big picture.” 

See page 2 for 
Madeleine Moon’s elec¬ 
tion comment. 


Bridgend winner 
claims £70,000 
Lottery prize 


CAMELOT Group pic, 
operator of The 
National Lottery, 
revealed this week that 
the £70,288 prize from 
the Lotto draw on April 
10, which had previous¬ 
ly remained outstand¬ 
ing in the county bor¬ 
ough of Bridgend - has 
now been claimed. 

Unless the winner of 
a major National 
Lottery prize opts to 
take full publicity and 
signs an agreement to 
that effect, no further 
information can be 
released about their 


win”, a Lottery 
spokesperson said. 

“We’re delighted 
that the winner of this 
amazing prize has now 
come forward and we 
hope that they will 
enjoy their win. It 
would have been awful 
if the ticket-holder had 
missed out on this sub¬ 
stantial and life- 
enhancing amount of 
money. 

“We would like to 
remind all National 
Lottery players to 
check their tickets 
every time they play.” 
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HUNT FOR 
PLAYGROUND 
VANDALS 


POLICE are hunt¬ 
ing vandals who 
damaged a chil¬ 
dren’s play area at 
Heol Y Cyw 
Primary School. 

Bridgend 
Neighbourhood 
Inspector Jay Winslade- 
Gregory said: 

“We are appealing for 
any information regard¬ 
ing this crime. It is such 
a shame that people are 
prepared to inflict wan¬ 
ton vandalism which 
results in so many oth¬ 
ers losing out. 

“Anti-social activity 
of this nature affects 
everyone in the commu¬ 
nity and we will find out 


who is responsible for 
this damage and we will 
deal with them. 

“I am also appealing 
to all members of the 
public who see anyone 
trespassing on school 
grounds to report it to 
the police immediately,” 
he added. 

Anyone with any 
information is asked to 
contact Inspector 
Winslade-Gregory at 
Bridgend police station 
on 101, or anonymously 
via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111. 


Lions’ SOS for 
new charity 
book fair base 


WITH rebuilding of 
Bridgend YMCA 
expected to start 
soon, after 16 very 
successful years, 
Bridgend Lions are 
seeking a new home 
for their popular 
annual charity 
book fair 

“There are a number 
of large halls near town 
which could be used for 
the three day event but 
finding somewhere to 
accept and sort dona¬ 
tions is proving to be 
quite a problem,” said 
spokesman Henry 
Trimlett. 

Ideally, Bridgend 


Lions need a car-friend¬ 
ly site that will be able 
to accept books 
(October to March) dur¬ 
ing business hours and 
have about 500sq. ft. of 
space to sort and store 
them. 

“Over the years the 
Book Fair has raised in 
excess of £120,000 for 
local good causes and 
any ideas to secure its 
future would be grate¬ 
fully received,” he 
added. 

If you are able to 
help, contact Henry 
Trimlett on 01656 
652347 or email 
henry.trimlett@brid- 
gendlions. org. uk 



HAWTHORN 

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

All makes of 
commercial 
vehicle repairs 
undertaken: 

Trucks, Lorries, 

PS Vs, Vans etc. 

• Preventative maintenance 
vehicle inspections to comply 
with Department of Transport 

• Welding and Steam Cleaning 

- - - _ • MOT preparation 

* Breakdown service 

For a fast, 
efficient service at 
competitive prices 

Workshops at Unit 10, 

Ty Verlon Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 2BE. 

Tel: 01446 736295/421117 



Pontycymmer’s 
memorial to hero 
who died in Iraq 


A memorial plaque 
to Private Craig 
Barber, a Garw 
Valley soldier killed 
in action in Iraq, 
was unveiled on 
Monday, by the 
leader of Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council. 

Three trees have been 
planted in Craig’s memo¬ 
ry at the Oxford Street 
Pocket Park in 
Pontycymmer. Craig was 
killed in August 2007, 
age 20. 

Council Leader Mel 
Nott, said: “The men and 
women of our armed 
forces carry out the most 
difficult of jobs with 
incredible courage and it 
is so important to 
remember those we have 
lost. We are pleased to be 
able to commemorate 
Craig in this way and our 
thoughts remain with his 
loved ones.” 

The former pupil at 
Ysgol Cwm Garw and 
Ysgol Gyfun Llanhari 
joined the 2nd Battalion 


The Royal Welsh in 2004 
and completed his first 
tour of duty in Iraq the 
following year. 

Craig’s mother, Cheryl 
Rowlands raised £20,000 
in her son’s memory last 
year, with the majority 
going to Help for Heroes. 

Mrs Rowlands said: “I 
feel passionate about 
keeping Craig’s memory 
alive and the plaque in 
Oxford Street Pocket 
Park will help to achieve 
that. This is an important 
tribute to Craig’s memo¬ 
ry. Bridgend County 
Borough Council and the 


village community are 
acknowledging the good 
things he was doing for 
his country, which means 
so much to me.” 

A council spokes¬ 
woman said that the 
plaque unveiling also 
marked the end of a peri¬ 
od of refurbishment at 
the park, including resur¬ 
facing work and the 
installation of new 
benches funded by the 
Welsh Assembly 

Government, through the 
Western Valleys Strategic 
Regeneration Area pro¬ 
gramme of funding. 


‘WOTSon’ the job 
front in Brackla! 


WOTSon in 

Brackla (‘Work 
Opportunity 
Training Support’) 
is a new service for 
job seekers set up 
by Brackla 

Communities First. 

Sessions in Brackla 
Tabernacle on 


Wednesdays from 
9.30am-11.30am, will 
include support from 
agencies including 
Bridges into Work, 
Careers Wales and the 
borough council’s Take 
Up Benefits Team. 
Brackla Communities 
First can be contacted on 
01656 815120 


Relationship breakdown - 
putting your children first 


The law dealing with relationship breakdown and children is a gift to 
^ 1 M gn family lawyers in that it makes the children the first, only and last con- 

sideration. Whatever we advise our clients, we must also focus on 
what is in the best interests of the children. The problem is that 
“ mA there are usually two parents with completely opposing ideas of 

what is in the best interests of their children, often both full of love 
\ and acting with the best possible intentions. This is where a gifted 
family lawyer can help parents through fear, distress and anger, 
encourage them to put themselves in their children’s shoes and make 
decisions that truly ARE in their best interests. 

Five things your children will thank you for: 

Don’t kid yourself 

Children learn everything they need to know about relationships from their parents. What 
does a house filled with tension and resentment teach them? Children don’t thank their 
parents for staying together ‘for them’. Two happy homes with fulfilled and committed 
parents are much better than one miserable one. 

...or them 

If it’s over, be honest. Tell them in an age appropriate way what is going to change and a 
little bit about why. Involving them, especially if you feel that you can both tell children about 
the changes together, will take away some of the fear and unsettling feelings. Make sure every¬ 
thing comes with lots and lots of reassurance about how much they are loved by both of you. 

Be flexible 

Try to keep as much of the old routine in place as possible but make sure that there are 
settled arrangements for children to be with both parents as soon as practical. Children are 
remarkably resilient and adapt to all sorts of changes so do not panic. 

If one parent isn’t turning up to contact sessions, birthday parties or swimming lessons, 
address it with them yourself or with a solicitor if you feel unable. It may be that it could be 
easily sorted with some flexibility on both parts. If it gets worse, don’t lie to children. Don’t 
be brutal but honesty is kinder than pretence in the long run. 

Don’t dish the dirt 

You might try your hardest not to argue in front of your children but you can guarantee that 
they will soak up every negative feeling like little sponges. Try to be civil and if you really can’t 
speak to each other use email or agree to use your solicitors to contact each other for a 
cooling off period. 

Remember Mum will always be Mum and Dad will always be Dad. Things get very compli¬ 
cated for children if they feel conflicted in loving one parent when the other says tnat he or 
she is a bad person. 

Accept you are going to be in each other’s lives as parents. Full stop. 

As soon as parents get their heads around this, everything becomes easier. You might not love 
each other and you might not agree on much but you both still love and want the best for 
your children. 

A good children law specialist ultimately will help parents realise that the best people to make 
decisions about children is their parents. 

Need Help? - For help with the legal aspects of 
divorce and relationship breakdown, 
call Kathryn McTaggart on 
0845 680 2507 (local rate) or email 
Kathryn.McTaggart@family-lawfirm.co.uk 
Kathryn offers a free half hour consultation. Find out more by visiting 

www.family-lawfirm.co.uk 

Woolley & Co is a member of the Law Society and regulated by 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority, registration number is 223060 


wodley 

fcco solicitor? 1 


At Dogs Trust Bridgend, love comes in all shapes and sizes. 
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To see all our dog*, 
visit our new website, 
dogstrust.ofg.uk 

You can trust a dog from 


y*s* DogsTrust 
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f Open Evening 



Wednesday 19th May 2010 


anytime between 4.30pm-7.30pm 
at Barry College, Colcot Road 
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Pitman training - work 
at a pace to suit you 


O NE in three 
adults in the 
UK regrets 
not having got bet¬ 
ter qualifications 
while at school, 
according to 
research by the 
Learning and Skills 
Council (LSC). 

Pitman Training 
courses is one of the best 
known and trusted 
providers of adult train¬ 
ing the UK and has more 
than 100 centres across 
the UK. 


Pitman training cours¬ 
es are all geared towards 
helping people get ahead 
in the world of work - 
building on existing 
skills, developing new 
ones and gaining in con¬ 
fidence. 

The Pitman Training 
method of learning is 
completely flexible. 
Unlike traditional col¬ 
leges or group-based 
courses, you can start 
learning whenever 
you ’ re ready and work 
at the pace that suits 
you. 

Pitman training is not 


Want a new job? 

Been made redundant? We can help! 
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just about shorthand and 
typing. Courses range 
from basic computer 
skills (for the completely 
terrified!) to advanced 
secretarial diplomas and 
accounting. Before 
starting a course, every 
learner has a free one-to- 
one consultation with a 
learning adviser to help 
them decide on the best 
course for them. 

Leanne Waring, centre 
manager for Pitman 
Training in Cardiff, said; 
“My own experience as 
a learner has shown me 
very clearly that we all 
learn differently. 

“A classroom environ¬ 
ment can be intimidating 
for some people. Pitman 
Training courses are all 
self-paced so that learn¬ 
ers can choose to work 
at the speed that suits 
them. 

“You can start a 
course at any time and 
learners can choose the 
study times that suit 
them best, working 
around their existing 
work or family commit¬ 
ments. A tutor is always 
on hand to answer ques¬ 
tions and provide sup¬ 
port and encouragement. 

“You can get on with 
updating or developing 
your skills as quickly as 
you want to and then use 
them to take your career 
to the next level.” 

For more information 
please contact Leanne 
Waring at Pitman 
Training, Cardiff on 
02920 342020 or visit 
www. pitmancardiff. com. 


Vale’s 
answer to 
Good 
Life! 

A local family 
have trans¬ 
formed a typi¬ 
cally suburban scene 
into a thriving fruit 
and vegetable garden, 
which is being used as 
the teaching ground 
for a series of veg¬ 
etable growing work¬ 
shops organised by 
the Transition group. 

The next workshop, in 
a series of four, will take 
place on Saturday May 
15 from 10am to 4pm. 

The tutor, Katharine 
Aylett, is an adult educa¬ 
tion tutor and has 
worked at Kew and the 
National Botanic 
Gardens for Wales. 

She has her own 
allotment and is a keen 
veg and fruit grower. 

Katharine will give 
information on soil type 
and improvement, com¬ 
posting, crop rotation 
and how to plant. 

There will be a 
chance to build a raised 
bed and to sow seeds. 

Rob McGhee, of 
Transition, says: “This is 
a great way to learn new 
skills and to join the 
growing number of peo¬ 
ple who want to source 
their own food and to 
live more sustainably.” 

For further details 
contact Dinky Kennedy 
on 01446 775686 or 
transitioncowbridge @ go 
oglemail.com. 


Careers Wales is here to 
help your learning plan 


LS the 

of 

Adult Learners 
Week in Wales, 
with a host of 
events and activities 
taking place around 
the country to 
encourage people to 
give learning a go. 

Taking the opportuni¬ 
ty to learn something 
new or ‘up-skilling’ can 
really be a worthwhile 
investment, making you 
more attractive to 
potential employers, or 
more valuable to the 
one you already have. 

Take some time to 
update your CV; look 
for any gaps in your 
training or qualifica¬ 
tions and think about 
how you can back up 
your work experience 
with qualifications. 

Whatever you have 
in mind, Careers Wales 
is here to help. With 
centres across Wales, 
Careers Wales provides 
free impartial informa¬ 
tion and advice and 
guidance about careers, 
courses and training, 
whatever your age or 
situation. 

Call the Careers 
Wales Learning and 
Careers Advice helpline 
whether you’re unem¬ 
ployed, facing redun¬ 
dancy, thinking about 


your first job or a career 
change, or want to 
improve your prospects 
in your present job. 

Whatever informa¬ 
tion or advice you need, 
advisers are able to help 
you plan your next step. 
They will also be able 
to tell you about 
sources of funding, 
including Individual 
Learning Accounts 
Wales; you may be able 
to claim £200 towards 
the cost of training - 


depending on your cir¬ 
cumstances. 

If you’re under 
notice of redundancy, 
advisers can tell you 
about ReACT funding, 
which may be available 
to help you retrain. 

Let us help you plan 
your next step. Call our 
Learning and Careers 
Advice helpline on 
0800 100 900 (or 029 
2090 6801 if calling 
from a mobile - stan¬ 
dard mobile rates 


apply). 

Lines are open 
between 9am until 9pm 
every weekday (except 
public holidays) and 
again on Saturday 
mornings 9am - 12 
noon. Alternatively, 
email us on lca@career- 
swales.com 

Advisers can also put 
you in touch with your 
local careers centre, if 
you wish to make an 
appointment. 
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Get on track . .. 
with learning and 
careers advice 
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Call os today, 

whatever your age! 

Cyngor Careen 
Gyrfaoedd Advice 

0800 100 900 
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Vale Council says local 
road will be assessed 
for resurfacing work... 



ABOVE: Flashback to last week’s boulevard 
of broken tarmac in Druids Green. 


THE Vale Council 
has decided that 
Druids Green in 
Cowbridge will be 
part of the assess¬ 
ment process for 
resurfacing follow¬ 
ing The GEM story 
last week highlight¬ 
ing the decrepit 
nature of its pot¬ 
holes. 

Local resident Mr 
Dennis Snelling, had 
described Druids Green 
as “a patchwork quilt”, 
adding that repairs did¬ 
n’t seem to solve the 
problem. 

He said: “I appreciate 
the fact that the council 
have put on more 
inspectors and gangs to 
deal with potholes, but 
from small holes, larger 
holes appear, and I think 
the small carriageway 
section should be resur¬ 
faced.” 

Mr Snelling had also 


pointed out that potholes 
created dangerous 
debris, citing a recent 
incident in which he was 
walking nearby and a 
4x4 driving along 
Druids Green had 
kicked up a stone which 
hit a parked car. 

Andrew Loosemore, 


operational manager for 
highway maintenance at 
the Vale Council, said: 
“This winter has indeed 
taken its toll on the 
highway network. 

“Many roads will 
require assessment and 
prioritisation for resur¬ 
facing and Druids Green 


will fall into that assess¬ 
ment process. 

“During the interim 
period however, we 
must continue to repair 
potholes as this is our 
duty as highway authori¬ 
ty and we are legally 
obliged to do so.” 

Mr Loosemore 
explained that there 
were a number of crite¬ 
ria in prioritising roads 
for work, including 
numbers of potholes, 
and vehicle usage. 

He added: “The 
assessment and prioriti¬ 
sation process is current¬ 
ly ongoing and a report 
of roads requiring resur¬ 
facing with available 
funds will be produced 
in due course. 

“Following approval 
of the report, our resur¬ 
facing programme will 
begin and it is hoped 
that this will be substan¬ 
tially undertaken 
throughout the summer 
months.” 


"Activists’ and 
the election 


Abbie is adding a 
touch of sparkle 


A 17-year-old 
Cowbridge school¬ 
girl who discovered 
she had an ‘excep¬ 
tional flair’ for jew¬ 
ellery design during 
work experience has 
been granted her 
own exhibition by a 
top diamond house. 

Over a two-day peri¬ 
od, the Diamond Centre 
of Wales will showpiece 
dozens of original 
designs by Abbie 
Williams, who lives near 
Llanharan. 

Abbie - described by 
Diamond Centre direc¬ 
tors as ‘one of the most 
exciting talents to emerge 
in recent years’ - will 
parade her ideas before 
invited guests on May 
14-15. 

The centre will make 
up any items ordered and 
Abbie will use the pro¬ 
ceeds to help pay her way 
through university - she 
has been offered provi¬ 
sional places at Cardiff 
and Swansea. 

Abbie is currently tak¬ 
ing A-Levels including 
fine art and design and 



Abbie Williams. 


technology, plus the 
Welsh baccalaureate, at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

Her grandfather, 
award-winning butcher 
Ken Williams of 
Pontyclun, brought her to 
the attention of Kelvin 
and Sharon James, who 
run the Diamond Centre, 
an ultra-chic 3,000 
square foot ‘Aladdin’s 
Cave’ of precious stones 
and unique jewellery on 
a business park near 
Talbot Green. 

Said Abbie: “I am very 
excited at being given 
this platform to exhibit 
my work at my age. I 
always liked drawing and 
I find I can come up with 
different designs for any 
item of jewellery fairly 
quickly and easily.” 


N OT long ago, 
Sir Geoffrey 
(as he then 
was) Howe made an 
effective attack on 
his own Prime 
Minister for per¬ 
ceived disloyalty to 
himself as a senior 
minister. 

He used a cricketing 
metaphor, accusing the 
PM of sabotaging him 
before he went out to bat 
as a member of the 
Government, by break¬ 
ing his bat and doing 
other nefarious things. 

A sporting metaphor 
might be now used to 
describe the Labour can¬ 
didate’s unsuccessful 
attempts to be elected in 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 

Her candidacy was 
not popular among some 
Labour activists, peeved 
at a women-only short¬ 
list of Vale candidates 
being imposed by 
Labour HQ. 

Public attacks were 
made on this and, once 
the candidate was select¬ 
ed, on her as an individ¬ 
ual - all in the press and 


not, as it properly 
belonged, behind closed 
doors. 

This would mean 
comfort to the enemies 
of Labour and disquiet 
among those who might 
have thought of voting 
for her. The inevitable 
result? Defeat. 

Before, as it were, she 
took to the pitch, she 
discovered the football 
had been punctured by 
her professional com¬ 
rades, who had also 
smashed the goalposts 
and dug holes in the 
pitch. 

Presumably because 
shock, horror, she is a 
woman. 

The Conservative 
Party, famed for its fair- 
mindedness and generos¬ 
ity of spirit, will now 
presumably be thanking 
some Labour Party 
‘activists’ for their ines¬ 
timable contribution to a 
Tory victory in the Vale 
of Glamorgan. 

Can we, in future 
elections, look forward 
to a level playing field? 
Roger Thomas-Jones, 
Barry 
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ABOVE: Jacob Ellis, Bethan He slop and Lisa Sarracini. 


ARB 



NWN Media, based in Wales, is an 
independent provider of world cUrn 
printing across the country 

We are proud to print the Glamorgan Gem 
and other Tindle titles. 
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• To mark Local Newspaper Week, The GEM asked some 
politically-aware school pupils to draw a timely parallel with 
the general election. Here is the result of their deliberations... 

MOCK ELECTIONS ARE A 
CLOSE-RUN AFFAIR AT 
YSGOL BRO MORGANWG! 

R esults of 

the mock 
elections at 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morganwg last 
week proved to be a 
much-closer run 
event than the 
result of the real 
general election, 
despite the fact that 
the end result mir¬ 
rored Alun Cairns’ 
victory in the polls. 

Conservative repre¬ 
sentatives Jacob Ellis 
and Bethan Heslop (pic¬ 
tured above, left, with 
the head of year-12 Mrs 
Lisa Sarracini ), were 
victors by the narrowest 
of margins, beating Plaid 
Cymru candidates Nia 
Russell and Jake Lamb 
into second place. 

Year 12 pupils thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed their 
taste of politics and 
deserve special commen¬ 
dation for trying to get 
to grips with the parties’ 
policies in order to pres¬ 
ent them in hustings at 
school. 

Below are pieces writ¬ 
ten by the candidates, 
explaining how they put 
together their manifestos 
to present to the younger 
members of the school, 
and their opinions on the 
result of the ‘real’ gener¬ 
al election: 

(Conservatives) 

Thirteen years of Labour 
and finally a glimpse of 
change in government. 

Today’s election has 
taken a new chapter in 


Left to right: Jacob Ellis and Bethan Heslop (Conservative), Nia Russell and Jake Lamb (Plaid 
Cymru), Ieuan Donovan and Catrin Williams (Labour), Neesha Brown (Liberal Democrat) 


British politics. Give 
Labour the boot today! 

We met up with Alun 
Cairns, our local candi¬ 
date for the Welsh 
Conservatives. With his 
advice we were able to 
put together our policies 
and ideas in our school 
election. 

We started our cam¬ 
paign to win over our 
fellow pupils. The ques¬ 
tion was clear: was it 
going to be five more 


ward in order to raise 
awareness of the general 
election. 

Our policies consisted 


such as the economy, 
immigration, education 
and the NHS, and drew 
attention to the short- 


of re-boosting the econo- comings of the other 
my, bringing communi- three main parties’ poli¬ 


ties together, sustaining 
a British identity, clamp¬ 
ing down on immigra¬ 
tion, ensuring and main¬ 
taining jobs and work 
for all, and prioritizing 
the needs of British peo¬ 
ple. 

Britain will change 


years of Labour and one- for the better. Indeed, 


sided politics, or a sus¬ 
tainable party that puts 
national interest first? 

With a forthright win, 
we ultimately wait in 
suspense for the out¬ 
come of the proposal to 
the Liberal Democrats to 
work together. 

Labour’s failures can 
be overcome if we pull 
together and work 
together. 

Jacob and I were suc¬ 
cessful in winning the 
school election by a 


Ysgol y Lro has made 
the right choice and this 
has been echoed by the 
Vale constituency. 
Written by Jacob Ellis 
and Bethan Heslop. 
(Labour) 

We researched for our 
speech by using a leaflet 
from the real Labour 
Party. This gave us 
points for our party and 
against the others and 
figures to strengthen our 
points. 

We outlined the main 


healthy majority, put for- policies of the party, 


cies. 

Written by Ieuan 
Donovan and Catrin 
Williams 
(Plaid Cymru) 

Having been chosen to 
represent Plaid Cymru, 
Jake Lamb and I spent a 
great deal of time 
mulling over Plaid 
Cymru's policies and 
creating a speech which 
concentrated on the poli¬ 
cies which we had read 
on the party's website. 

Even though we didn't 
win, we were pleased to 
come runners-up, as 
Jacob and Bethan had 
presented the Tory view¬ 
point in such a success¬ 
ful and entertaining 
manner. 

We certainly learnt a 
lot from the experience 
and time has proven that 
the results of our elec¬ 


tion were far more com¬ 
prehensive than the 
national picture, which is 
still changing on a daily 
basis. 

Written by Nia Russell 
(Liberal Democrats) 

The three wise men (sort 
of!) of the Liberal 
Democrats were Will 
Havard, Joe Chucas and 
Neesha Brown. 

We were rather disap¬ 
pointed with our end 
result, but very pleased 
with our performance in 
the hustings as public 
speaking was a totally 
new experience to us 
boys. 

Our campaign manag¬ 
er, Neesha, was unable to 
be present on the day 
and this certainly ham¬ 
pered our efforts! 

Our only worry now is 
that the Lib Dems will 
forge a coalition with the 
Conservative Party! 
Written by Will, Joe and 
Neesha. 


The Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 

Councillor Emlyn Williams 

wishes to congratulate 

The Glamorgan GEM 

on their reporting of local news and 
community issues and thanks them for 
their support during his year of office. 



Hoffai Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, y 

Cynghorydd Emlyn Williams 

longyfarch aelodau staff 

Y Glamorgan GEM 

ar eu gwaith yn cyflwyno newyddion 
lleol a materion cymunedol, a diolch 
iddynt am eu holl gefnogaeth yn ystod 
ei flwyddyn yn y swydd. 



JANE HUTTam 

celebrating eleven years 
of working with 

The Glamorgan GEM 

as the Vale of Glamorgan 
Assembly Member 

The GEM provides comprehensive 
editorial news across the whole of 
the Vale of Glamorgan and is an 
important source of news for all 
our our communities. > 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 
The Town Mayor 
of Barry, 
(2009-2010) 
Councillor 

I Howard 
Hamilton 

would like 
to thank 

The Glamorgan GEM 

for the excellent coverage 
during his year in office. 
“As always, The GEM has 
enhanced its deserved 
reputation as a successful 
community newspaper." 



HARP SUCCESS 



Y SGOL Iolo Morganwg pupils took first 
and third places in the Junior Harp cate¬ 
gory of the South Glamorgan Festival for 
Young Musicians on May 1. 

The three pupils participating in the annual 
festival were; Nia Paddison Rees, Nia Fenn and 
Carys Lewis. All three received thoughtful, posi¬ 
tive feedback from the adjudicator, Robert 
Bailey. 

The results were: first place, Nia Paddison 
Rees, playing Blistering Rock! by Green and 
Rolando; second place - Ffion Walsh, playing El 
Pajaro Campana by Ortiz; third place - Nia Fenn 
playing Chaconne by J.Clark; Carys Lewis played 
Etude by C. Grossi. 























































Thursday, May 13th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 13 


f Local Newspaper Week 



MAY 10-16 


the voice of 
local media 


building stronger communities 


LOCAL NEWSPAPER 
WEEK 2010 

A message to our readers and 
advertisers from Sir Ray Tindle 


THE Glamorgan 
GEM newspaper 
prides itself on its 
strong efforts to 
maintain very close 
links with the com¬ 
munity it serves, 
and on the fact that 
it is still a family- 
owned independent 
newspaper, after 27 
years of existence 
We try to tell, with¬ 
out bias, the news of 
all that is happening 
in this area. Please 
tell us what more we 
can do to complete 



This is Local 
Newspaper Week and 
therefore an opportu¬ 
nity to thank you, our 
readers and advertis¬ 
ers, for your support. 


We do our best to 
repay it through our 
columns each week. 
Tell us of forthcoming 
events we may not 
have mentioned. 

Send us a report of 
any event we may not 
have covered. 

We’ll try our best to 
include your notes of 
such occasions, par¬ 
ticularly if you 
include mention of as 
many participants as 
possible. 

We are at your serv- 

RAY TINDLE 

Proprietor 


YOUR VOICE IN DEMOCRACY... 


D O you want to 
know how the 
money you pay 
in council taxes is 
spent? Do you care if 
the police are making 
your area safer? If 
your hospital wards 
aren’t clean, do you 
want to know about 
it? 

If the answer is ‘yes’, 
then you believe in 
democracy and the right 
to know the truth with¬ 
out spin or gloss. 

Local newspapers 
highlight the good work 
done by local authori¬ 
ties, police forces and 
health boards up and 
down the country. 

But that doesn’t mean 
local newspapers take 
the information they are 
given at face value - 
they challenge, probe 
and pose the questions 
their readers want 
answers to. 

If a local newspaper 
uncovers an instance of 
wrong-doing, it shares 
the information with its 
readers and provides a 
platform for them to 


have their say. 

By scrutinising public 
bodies in this way, a 
local newspaper acts as a 
watchdog for democracy 
and gives a voice to the 
community it serves. 

It is in recognition of 
this vital role that this 
year’s Local Newspaper 
Week (May 10 -16) is 
themed ‘Your Voice’. 

Readers, businesses, 
politicians, and other 
high profile figures are 
getting behind the week 
because they recognise 
the value of local news¬ 
papers in upholding 
democracy. 

Democracy begins 
locally. If abuses of 
power are allowed to 
fester at a local level, 
there is a danger they 
will eventually grow to 
infect the entire system 
of governance. 

Without local newspa¬ 
pers, your right to free 
speech would be placed 
in jeopardy. That is why 
they truly are the build¬ 
ing blocks of democracy. 

Local newspapers 
shine a spotlight into the 


corridors of power by 
covering local courts and 
council meetings. 

No other media can 
do this so effectively, 
especially not council- 
run newspapers which 
pretend to be impartial 
while promoting the 
interests of the local 
authority. 

If a public body has a 
success story to tell, 
there is no better way 
than through the local 
newspaper, because it is 
trusted above all other 
media. 

And local newspa¬ 
pers, like The GEM, are 
also happy to give their 
readers good news. 

Local newspapers tell 
the warts and all truth 
about the way communi¬ 
ties are run, while pro¬ 
viding a unique platform 
for readers to have a say 
on the issues that really 
matter. 

Local Newspaper 
Week isn’t just about 
your local newspaper. 

It’s about you, and the 
right to make your voice 
heard. 


How The GEM helps wannabe 
journalists develop their talent 


L ocal 

schools are 
full of young 
talent in so many 
disciplines, and 
one of the most 
rewarding aspects 
of running a local 
newspaper here at 
The GEM is the 
role we can play in 
developing that tal¬ 
ent. 

Budding journalists 
respond brilliantly to 
any challenges thrown 
their way by The 
GEM, and the two 
photographs (right) 
illustrate this perfect¬ 
ly- 

The top right pho¬ 
tograph shows stu¬ 
dents from the 
acclaimed Bridgend 
Youth Theatre 
rehearsing their next 
production, Stephen 
Sondheim’s musical 
Sweeney Todd. 

We asked two stu¬ 
dents at Bryntirion 
Comprehensive 
School, Siobhan 
Sullivan and Rebecca 
Smith, to watch the 
final stages of the 
auditions, and this is 
just a sample of their 
work: 

“Now in character, 
they rose to perform a 
very intense and sinis¬ 
ter rehearsal of the 
opening scene. 

“The acting alone 
was enough to send 
shivers down your 
spine, but when com¬ 
bined with their cut¬ 
ting rendition of ‘The 
demon barber of Fleet 
Street’, it left us 
awestruck, biting out 
nails and wanting 


more. 

A much grimmer 
task fell to some of 
the local students who 
travelled to Auschwitz 
on a ‘day trip’ organ¬ 
ised by the Holocaust 
Educational Trust. 

Once again, young 
writers produced 
vivid passages that 
described their experi¬ 
ences and their reac¬ 
tions to the events 
that took place there 
more than 60 years 
ago. 

Typical of these 
was this extract, from 
Catrin Thomas, of St 
Cyres School: 

“The silence that 
followed us around on 
our trip to the two 
concentration camps 
became deafening 
when we arrived at 
the gas chamber and 
crematorium, where 
the majority of the 
people who died at 
Auschwitz were mur¬ 
dered, in the false 
hope of a warm show¬ 
er. 

“At the end of the 
day we had a closing 
ceremony where we 
were spoken to by 
Rabbi Barrie Marcus. 
We prayed and lit can¬ 
dles for everyone who 
lost their lives at 
Auschwitz, and we 
reflected on what we 
had seen and learned 
that day, by having a 
minute’s silence. 

If we were silent for 
a minute to remember 
each Jew who died in 
Auschwitz, we would 
have been there for 
three years. 



TOP of PAGE: 
Bridgend Youth 
Theatre students 
in rehearsal for 
Sweeney Todd. 

ABOVE: 
Students from the 
Vale and Bridgend 
county borough 
wrote about their 
experiences when 
they visited 
Auschwitz. 


Ysgol Iolo Morganwg 

Over 30 years of community news and pupil updates 


Mae Ysgol Iolo 
Morganwg yn falch i 
gefhogi’r The GEM. 
Os am drefhu ymweliad, 
cysylltwch a Mr DW 
Evans ar 01446 772358. 

Ysgol Iolo Morganwg 
is pleased to support 

The GEM. 

To arrange a visit, 
contact Mr DW Evans 
on 01446 772358 


BROADWAY, COWBRIDGE CF71 TER 




Xlanttoit Jllajor Totun Council 

is proud to support 
The Glamorgan GEM, 

which is instrumental in addressing 
community initiatives and news 
updates ensuring our townsfolk are 
continually informed. 


VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN SHOW 

Wednesday 11th August 2010 
Fonmon Castle Park, Nr. Cardiff Airport 
Call Nicola Gibson on 01446 710099 

The Glamorgan GEM ensures that 
show results are reported to the community a.s.a.p. 
We appreciate your continual support! 



Llantwit Major School 
Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr 


rn 

*i 


JT School for the 21st century at the heart of the community 

Our teachers, pupils and parents are 
pleased to support The GEM 


Our school production of 

LES MISERABLES 

running Monday - Thursday 5th - 8th July 
Tickets £6 - Concessions £4.50 

available from the school 


Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, 

Vale of Glamorgan, CF61 1TQ 

Tel: 01446 793301 e-mail: llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
www.llantwitschool.org.uk 



Bryn Hafren 

Comprehensive School 

Age 11-16 Girls' School 
to* Co-Educational 6th Form 

We would like to thank 

The Glamorgan GEM 

for the excellent editorial and 
photographs for Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive School. 


MERTHYR DYFAN ROAD, BARRY, 
CF62 9YQ - Tel. 01446 403500 


$ 


V BARRY 


Comprehensive 


SCHOOL 


The staff and pupils would like to thank 

The Glamorgan GEM 

for the editorial and photographs 
celebrating Barry Comprehensive School’s 
continued success. 


© 


Tel: 01446 411411 

Download the prospectus and keep 
up to date with BCS news by visiting 

www.barrycomp.com 


a YSGOL GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG 

* UnigYsgol Gyfun Cyfrwng Cymraeg y Fro/ 
11 A Welsh Medium School for the Vale 


We appreciate the editorial space 
provided by 

The Glamorgan GEM 

Rydym yn gwerthfawrogi y cyfle i son 
am ein llwyddiannau yn 

Y Glamorgan GEM 

Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg, Heol Colcot, 

Y Barri CF62 8YU - Ffon/Tel 01446 450280 
post@ bromorgannwg.org.uk/www.yfro.org.uk 

Pennaeth/Headteacher: Dr Dylan E Jones 


Congratulations to 

The GEM 

for serving the Community. 


I hold regular 
surgeries 
throughout 
the Vale. 



Alternatively 
please contact 
me at 


Chris Franks, 
Plaid Cymru 
Assembly 
Member 


The National Assembly for Wales, 
Cardiff Bay, Cardiff, CF99 1NA. 
Telephone 02920 922578 

or e-mail christopher.franks@wales.gov.uk 


♦ 


Plaid 
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Who will give 
Sabre a home? 



THE GEM is in 
partnership with 
the Dogs Trust to 
find good homes 
for dogs at the 
Rehoming Centre 
in Bridgend (tele¬ 
phone 01656 
724598). 

THIS WEEK 
“Sabre is just over 

LEFT: Sabre loves 
playing in the sea. 


Who will look 
after ‘Babes’? 


Babes is a seven- 
year-old 

Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier. 

A Dogs Trust spokes¬ 
woman said: “She is a 
very sweet and affec¬ 
tionate dog. She loves 
people and having a 
cuddle. 

“She is quite over¬ 
weight at the moment 
and is on a diet to try 
and regain her figure! 
She is housetrained and 
fine to be left for a few 
hours.” 

Type of home need¬ 
ed: She will suit a home 
with someone who has 
owned dogs before. She 
can live with children. 
She will need some fur¬ 
ther socialising around 
other dogs to help 



Babes. 


improve her canine 
social skills. 

The Dogs Trust annu¬ 
al summer fete and fun 
dog show is happening 
on Sunday, July 4 at 
Margam Country Farm 
(Twyn yr Hydd House 
entrance) llam-4pm, a 
fun day out for all the 
family. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01656 
724598. 


four years old. He is a 
sensitive and worried 
dog who will need calm 
and confident handling. 
He’s a real live wire and 
has lots of energy. 

Once he has got to 
know you he is very 
affectionate and loving. 
He loves water, particu¬ 
larly playing in the 
sea!” a centre spokes¬ 
woman reports. 

“He needs a home 
with someone who has 
owned dogs before. He 
can live with other dogs 
and will benefit from 
living with a calm, con¬ 
fident dog. He can live 
with older children, 12 
years and over. He can 
get anxious when left, 
so needs a home where 
he isn’t left for long,” 
she adds. 

“The Co-operative 
store in Brackla, 
Bridgend, raised over 
£120 for the rehoming 
centre, and we bought 
all our doggy treats 
from the store to treat 
all the 80 dogs in our 
care. 

“The Co-op has also 
agreed to have a food 
donation bin in the store 
for us.” 


WE welcome 
your news and 
views. Please 
email them to: 
ggem @ interne t- 
today.co.uk 


_ CARDIFF CROWN COURT 

reports by AJ SICLUNA 

Brother who terrified 
Barry couple is jailed 


A COUPLE became terrified 
when the brother of one of them 
burst into a room in Barry armed 
with a kitchen knife. 

Liam Perry, 22, was told at Cardiff 
Crown Court by Judge Stephen Hopkins: 
“I consider you to be a potentially very 
dangerous young man. 

“You are willing to arm yourself with a 
knife after drinking.You terrified the cou¬ 
ple.” 

Perry, of Barry, pleaded guilty to a 
charge of affray and was jailed for 12 
months. 

For the breach of a community order 
which had been imposed for another 
offence of affray, committed in his home, 
he was jailed for a further eight months, to 
run consecutively. 

Prosecutor David Lloyd said that on 
February 18, Lucy Perry, the defendant’s 
sister, was in her home with her boyfriend 
Ashley Moyle, when Perry arrived drunk 
carrying a kitchen knife. 

“He made various threats to Mr Moyle, 
saying - “Get up you puss, let’s have it. 
Get outside, I’m going to **** you up”. 

Ms Perry was so frightened, she hid 
under the duvet and her boyfriend said: 
“Look, I am not a fighter.” 

Perry left the scene and his sister later 
told the police: “He is very unpredictable, 
you never know what he is going to do.” 

She said he was jealous of her and it 
was not right that he frightened her in her 
own home. 

Perry’s counsel, Claire Pickthall, said: 
“No one was actually injured. He is 
adamant he didn’t want to frighten his sis¬ 
ter and is devastated his actions have 
caused such fear to his family.” 

"is family, said Ms Pickthall, no longer 


wanted any contact with him. 

His problem, she said, was that he 
would drink from first thing in the morn¬ 
ing until last thing at night. 

MAESTEG MAN 
BROKE INTO HIS 
MOTHER’S HOME 

A MAESTEG man has been 
jailed for two and a half years for 
breaking into the home of his 
mother. 

Andrew Dyer, 25, described at Cardiff 
Crown Court by his counsel Owen 
Williams as “a hopeless heroin addict” 
admitted a charge of burglary. 

He received a further six months to run 
consecutively, for a breach of a suspended 
sentence imposed for burglary. 

Judge Christopher Llewellyn-Jones 
said: “Burglary causes people dreadful 
distress and makes them very security con¬ 
scious”. 

Prosecutor Richard Evans said that on 
April 12, Dyer’s mother left her Bridgend 
home to go to work. 

Two hours later, Dyer was seen climb¬ 
ing into the property through a bedroom 
window, having used a length of metal 
fencing as a ladder. 

When his mother returned home, she 
found Dyer had stolen a set of house keys. 

The police were called and found him 
asleep in the garden. 

The court heard he had previous convic¬ 
tions for burgling premises in Nantymoel 
and Brackla. 

Mrs Dyer later said that what happened 
had made her depressed and she now felt 
“like a prisoner in her own home”. 

Mr Williams, said: “The only appropri¬ 
ate form of sentence is custody.” 


FOUR YEARS’ 
JAIL FOR WOMAN 
HEROIN DEALER 

A HEROIN dealer has been jailed 
for a total of four years at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Tracey Thomas, 42, of Cefn Cribwr, 
was said by Judge Philip Richards to have 
distributed the drug on a “not insubstantial 
scale for a considerable period”. 

She admitted possessing heroin with 
intent to supply and received three years. 
For a breach of a community sentence, 
also for possessing heroin with intent, she 
was given a further 12 months, to run con¬ 
secutively. 

Prosecutor Sian Phillips said that on 
January 22, the police went to her home to 
carry out a search. 

As they approached, they saw her run¬ 
ning towards the back of the house. 

She was intercepted and was hand¬ 
cuffed and dropped a number of packages 
of heroin. 

She had £880 in cash on her and drugs 
paraphernalia, including three sets of 
scales. 

Ruth Smith, representing Thomas, said: 
“Clearly, this case passes the custody 
threshhold. 

“The last time she came before the 
court, she was given a chance which she 
failed to grasp. The drugs found were not 
the largest amounts, and she didn’t sell on 
the streets.” 

Sadly, she added, Thomas herself was 
an addict and she dealt to fund her own 
habit. 

“She is resolved to stop taking drugs.” 
she said. J 


HONDA. 
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A Jazz from 
nil advance 
payment, 
or a Civic 
from 
just £249. 



CMC 

S«url mtk! lulc^Mdk 


Worry-free 
means everything 
is included 

Use your mobility allowance 
Breakdown recovery 
Road tax and insurance 
Servicing and maintenance 
60.000 mileage allowance 
Specialist advice 
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Motability 


www.motability.co.uk 
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‘FORTRESS WALES’ AT MARGAM PARK 
BRINGS HISTORICAL ERAS TO LIFE 

RE-ENACTMENT groups recently 
descended on Margam Park for a week¬ 
end of historical battles. Glyn Evans of 
The GEM was there with his camera! 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevans01@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 

■‘ Now open in the Wool Barn, 

Verity’s Court, Cowhridge. 
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A closer look at 

PORTHCAWL 



PRIDE IN PORTHCAWL - A RALLYING CALL 

FOR RESIDENTS AND RETAILERS! by JAYNE ISAAC 


P RIDE in Porthcawl - that’s the 
town’s new motto, officially sanc¬ 
tioned by a host of organisations 
including Shout and the Chamber of 
Trade. 

And it will be a sentiment that every resident and 
visitor can identify with. 

As well as being a statement of fact, it is also an 
aspiration, as groups and individuals work together 
to give people something to be proud of. 

Council leader David Deere, bom and bred in 
Porthcawl of an old local family, has set the ball in 
motion with his insistence that the council should 
seek to do more with its money. 

“I wanted to raise our precept so that we could 
achieve something and I hope that we will give peo¬ 
ple even more reason to be proud with our new 
skateboard park and other projects.” 

The council employs a full time handyman who is 
busy repairing the town’s public seats after criticism 
that some were broken. 

Chamber of Trade president Lyndsay Morgan is 
another who is fully behind the town’s new slogan. 
He is a long standing Porthcawl businessman. 
“Porthcawl is still a very popular destination for 
both holiday makers and day trippers,” he said. 
“There have been developments at Coney Beach 



The Dolls House specialists for children & adult collectors. 
Dolls Houses, Kits, Furniture and Accessories. 



Join our savings club, or place your weekly orders with us. 
For friendly service and advice, call 

01656 782710 


or check our website www.dollshousewales.com 
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and by the Hi-Tide to cater for visitors and Trecco 
Bay is brilliant - they have spent a lot of money 
upgrading the site and its facilities. 

“We can offer people so much now when they 
come to the town.” 

Mr Morgan said that the new owners of the 
Seabank Hotel would be bringing thousands of extra 
visitors to the resort each year and there would be a 
spin-off for the town’s shops and cafes. 

He said: “Porthcawl has moved away from the 
full week or two-week break towards the three and 
four-day holiday which is what’s happened national¬ 
ly. We can cater for it all.” 

Mr Morgan said that the town centre had seen the 
arrival of new businesses to replace some of those 
lost because of the recession. 

“We have a new Subway franchise in the town 
and there are a lot of locally-owned shops which 
offer residents and visitors alike better choice,” he 
said. 

“Porthcawl is a great little town. It gives people 
variety, with some quality food shops including 
butchers, bakers and greengrocers, as well as plenty 
of shoes, handbags and jewellery for the ladies. 

“I am optimistic that we will see more visitors this 
year than in previous years, due to the efforts of 
traders and the holiday operators. 

“Everyone is working together for the good of 


jumm sale 



Triumph 

Fantasie 

SWIMWEAR Freya 

m Panache 

50 % OFF Elle 

vrr Macpherson 

LINGERIE Lejaby 

UP TO Anita 

_ ' U Moontide 

70 % OFF tSL 


Girlie Things are your local 
lingerie specialists and we 
have a great selection of the 
latest styles and looks. 

Fitting is our business and 
we will ensure you leave our 
store wearing a great bra 
that really fits. 

A-JJ cups, 28-48 backs. 


Bridal, Mastectomy, Corsetry, Sportswear, 
Swimwear and Beachwear. 


79b John Street, Porthcawl CF36 3AY. 
Tel: 01656 784314 
www.girliethingswales.co.uk 



SAMPLE SELECTION*”" 


COMBO for 2 (Lunch/Evenings) 

Breaded Garlic Mushrooms, Hot ‘n’ Kicking Chicken Strips 
Garlic Bread, Spicy Potato Wedges and a choice of dips £9.95 
Add BBQ Ribs and a bucket of Sol or Bottle of Wine £19.95 

12" PIZZA 

Choice of toppings on a freshly made pizza with a bottle 
of Italian Wine, red, white or rose £10.00 
(Served Monday - Thursday, Lunch/Evenings 
Friday and Saturday Lunch/til 7.30pm and Sunday) 

CHICKEN & RIBS (Lunch/Evenings) 

Half a roast chicken with smokey BBQ ribs £9.95 

8oz RUMP STEAK for 2 (Lunch/Evenings) 

Cooked to perfection with a bottle of house red wine £19.95 

PANINI and FILTER COFFEE 

Choice of 3 fillings £3.50 

Please call soon - located on the seafront 

33 The Esplanade, PORTHCAWL, CF36 3YR 

k 01656 785556 


Porthcawl.” 

The town was busy last weekend despite the cool¬ 
er weather and, on a sunny day, the esplanade is 
always packed as people enjoy an ice cream, a cof¬ 
fee or just a stroll along the front. 

The long-awaited regeneration may be about to 
become a reality as the council meets this week to 
select its chosen supermarket developer - although 
this description has been altered to a food store. 

This could trigger the start of the redevelopment, 
which could eventually see new apartments and 
houses built on areas like Sandy Bay and part of Salt 
Lake. 

But, regeneration or not, Porthcawl has a lot to 
offer. On a fine day, there are few places in south 
Wales as attractive as this resort, with its wild beach¬ 
es and surfing at Rest Bay, bathing beaches at 
Newton and Sandy Bay, its fine golf course and 
miles of walking along the coast. 

The Grand Pavilion has been revamped and gives 
the town a wonderful venue for its cultural and 
social events - as well as a destination for visitors to 
attend its many different cabaret and show evenings. 

The Town Council plays its part, with its floral 
displays throughout the summer. 

Porthcawl is ready to face the new season and to 
carry on catering for the people of south Wales and 
beyond, for many of whom it was always the holiday 


A&C 

INTERIORS 

Specialists in... 

• Fine fabrics 

• Trimmings 
• Wall coverings 

• Bay window 
poles & blinds 

Free design, measure & quotation 

Stockists of... 

Harlequin 
Romo 
Villa Nova 
Sanderson 
Zoffany 

Suppliers of... 

poles, tracks and accessories, quality 
made to measure soft furnishings and 
fitting service 

Contact Alison Bowen 
30 New Road, PORTHCAWL CF36 5DN 

01656 772353 





Barl9 

Authentic 
sports bar with 
memorabilia 
decor... 


SKY TV showing all major 
sporting events 


Join us for the World Cup Live 
Why not tackle our 
(performance enhancing) 
PREMIERE Full 
Welsh BREAKFAST, £4.95 


2 Course 

3 Course LUIHL £9.85 

SUNDAY Lunch £6.95 


SPECIAL 1895 


B+B 


from £22.50 Twin (p/p, p/n) 
from £45 Double 


All rooms en-suite, Plasma TV and 
hospitality trays 

19 Mary Street, PORTHCAWL CF36 3YL 

01656 773774 

Why not make it an away game and stay! 


destination of choice. 

The new austerity and problems with foreign trav¬ 
el, caused by the recession and even the volcanic ash 
clouds, could see Porthcawl come into its own as 
people choose to holiday a bit closer to home and 
avoid the pitfalls of flying. 


Salthouse on the 
Square - ‘eat, 
drink and relax!’ 


S ALTHOUSE on the Square is the ideal 
place to eat and drink - and simply 
relax \The Salthouse has some fantastic 
new offers, including our two-course lunch and 
‘early diner offer’. 

New to the Salthouse is our ‘dinner double take’ 
between 5.30pm and 7pm - two people, two starters, 
two main courses and a bottle of wine to share, only 
£25! 


Planning a party or maybe a wedding? We can 
accommodate most events and even come to your 
home, garden or office. 

Love food? You ’ll love the Salthouse! 


iALTBIOUSE 



ON THE SQUARE 

PORTHCAWL CF36 3BW 



Open Monday-Sunday. Bar and A La Carte meals. 


Our speciality... Fish and Welsh Beef. 

Tel: 01656 783380 
www.salthouseonthesquare.co.uk 


The GROVE GOLF CLUB 

PORTHCAWL 



18 Hole (par 70) Course 

with sea views 



Special MEMBERSHIP offers 

Monday - Thursday 

4 Ball SPECIAL 

round of golf followed by 
a bar meal: £56 per TEAM of 4 
Head chef and author 
JUSTIN REES 
returns to his roots ... 


Selected SPECIAL Menu 
2 meals for £9-99 

Lunchtime served 12.00 noon - 3.00pm 
Early Bird served 6.00 - 6.30pm 


DAILY SPECIALS BOARD 

Mid Week MEAL DEALS 
Wednesday Lunchtimes 
2 Roast Dinners for £9-99 
Wednesday Evenings 
Curry plus 1 pint £6 


Enjoy a meal or drink in elegant surroundings. 

Save money - Join our 
Loyalty Card scheme. 

Open to members/non-members. 

(Please telephone for details). 


rrounaings. 

* 


South Cornelly, Porthcawl CF33 4RP 

only 2 m in s from J37 off M4 

Tel: 01656 788771 


You do not have to be a member 
to visit the Grove 
www.grovegolf.com 
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Cardiovascular risk 
assessment service 
in Porthcawl 

This service is for you if you are between 
40 and 74 years old and you have never 
been prescribed medication for the heart 
or for blood pressure. 

We’ll measure your 

* blood pressure 

* waist circumference 

* weight and height to calculate your 
body mass index (BMI) 

* good cholesterol (HDL) and your 
total cholesterol level 

* blood glucose if you are at high risk 
of diabetes 

We’ll also work out your % risk of developing 
cardiovascular disease in the next 10 years. 
Book your appointment today 

Just speak to one of our pharmacy team 
or ring 01656 782508 

No charge applies. Subject to availability. Exclusions apply. 

Available until August 2010 at 
Boots, 72-74 John Street, Porthcawl. 


Boots 

free 

heart 

check 

A free cardio¬ 
vascular 
check-up is 
available every 
Wednesday at 
Boots, Porthcawl. 

People aged 
between 40 and 74 can 
make an appointment 
to have a 30-minute 
check-up and consul¬ 
tation with the phar¬ 
macist to assess their 
risk of developing 
heart disease, or hav¬ 
ing a stroke. 

The service is avail¬ 
able for individuals 
who have not already 
been diagnosed with a 
heart condition, stroke 
or diabetes. 

Users will be given 
free advice on the 
action to take to lower 
their cardiovascular 
risk. 

The service is pro¬ 
vided free of charge as 
part of a unique project 
with Cardiff University 
and will run until 
August 2010. 


Home and 
Colonial Foods 
has something to 
tempt everyone 


It s a happy 
third birthday 
to Shoes 22! 


I T is nice to be 
greeted by smiling 
faces where nothing 
is too much trouble - 
and that is what’s 
offered at Home & 
Colonial Foods. 

Tasting some of the 
delectable cheeses and 
salamis before buying - 
at the invitation of the 
staff - ensures a fun and 
friendly shopping expe¬ 
rience. 

With glorious and 
heaving displays, the 
powerful aromas waft 
out and around the shop. 
Hot Welsh cakes are 
cooked on a griddle, 
roast pork and beef 
joints are visible in the 
oven, plus there is a 
great selection of cold 


gots add to the tempta¬ 
tion. 

This spring, Home & 
Colonial have made sure 
that every customer has 
something to look for¬ 
ward to, by supplying a 
new range of healthy, 
ready made meals - 
roast vegetables, pasta 
and creme fresh to go! 

For the summer, new 
olives and anti pasta will 
be available along with 
picnic hampers, contain¬ 
ing treats like pork and 
pickle, or turkey, and 
ham and cranberry cut- 


S HOES 22 of 
Porthcawl are 
celebrating 
their third birthday 
- and three suc- 
cesssful years of fit¬ 
ting children’s feet. 

The shop continues to 
attract more and more 
families from all over 
the UK. 

Shoe22 owner 
Elizabeth Fry explained: 
“Our success is based on 
high quality, beautifully 
designed and well made 
shoes - all of which are 
handpicked by myself 


meats. Home made fag- ting pies. 


Love Food? 

You'll love Us! 


Nowiy bcjftwd 64 John Slrwt Forth: wv»l 


HOME & COLONIAL 


■ FINE FOODS 

ao much morel 



Simply the best footwear from 
the world’s leading brands: 

k liih.il> OEOX staa A t it I 

"So™,"’' 

SANDLES, SHOES, GIFTS & ACCESSORIES 
for all occasions 

22b Station Hill, New Road, Porthcawl CF36 5DN 
T: 01656 788628 www.shoe22.co.uk 


Looking to advertise in over 
43,000 papers? Contact us on 
01446 774484 or email 
gemsales @ internet-today.co.uk 


The Sidoli Family celebrates half 
a century of Italian cafe tradition 


S IDOLI’S has 
been family-run 
for 50 years. 
Originally opened by 
Pietro and Gianna 
Sidoli in 1960, the 
business is now run 
by their three sons, 
Mario, Luigi and 
Tino. 

The family also took 
over Pietro’s 16 years 
ago. Their Esplanade 
venue boasts 15-20 
assorted ice-cream 
flavours and is favoured 
as an alfresco/mingling, 
suntrap/sea view must! 

Sidoli’s has opted for 
the popular strawberry 
and vanilla ice cream 
favourites. 

Both serve panninis, 
toasties, popular main 
meals, a gateaux selec¬ 
tion and their signature - 
freshly ground Italian 
coffee and home-made 
ice cream - you 
choose... 

A warm welcome is 
assured. 


Celebrating 50 Years ... 


7T7JI 


lli 


OUR 

SPECIALITIES: 

Freshly Ground 
Italian Coffee 
and 

Home Made 
Italian Ice Cream 

Call into one of our 
cafes soon 

18 John Street, 
PORTHCAWL 


ICE CREAM & COFFEE PARLOUR 

The Esplanade, 
PORTHCAWL 



Walters Shoes - where they offer 
a full range of cutting edge styles 


W alters Shoes in 

Porthcawl are offi¬ 
cial stockists of one 
of the hottest brands this 
summer - FitFlop. 

Developed in the UK, FitFlop 
sandals stimulate your leg and 


bottom muscles every single time 
you take a step, re-energizing 
your aching feet. There’s a fabu¬ 
lous choice of styles and colours, 
casual or sparkly, and ranges for 
women, men and kids. 

As well as FitFlop, Walters 
Shoes have great sandals from 


Rieker, Gabor, Crocs, Padders 
and Vandal. 

Come and visit and see why 
Walters Shoes is one of south 
Wales ’friendliest and best-loved 
shops. 

Selected styles available to buy 
on waltersshoes.co.uk. 


for the shop - along with 
an expert fitting service 
which is second to none. 

“Our staff are trained 
continuously to ensure 
we have the very highest 
standards. 

“I would like to thank 
all our loyal customers 
for their support over the 
last three years and look 
forward to welcoming 
new clients!” 

Shoe22 is recom¬ 
mended by podiatrists 
and is a Member of the 
Children’s Foot Health 
Register and a member 
of The Society of Shoe 
Fitters! 



Visit Popstars 
Dance Studios 


lOPSTARS 
Dance Studios 
is an estab¬ 
lished dance school 
with a fresh and 
innovative outlook 
to street, hip hop 
and pop dance. 

Featuring music and 
dance by all of today’s 
music chart stars, the 
dance school welcomes 
people of all levels and 
all ages with separate 
age groups from three 
years of age and even 


offers separate adult 
classes. 

All of our classes are 
open, so you do not need 
to book; you can just 
come along to any of our 
venues and take a class - 
its - as simple as that! 

The philosophy 
behind the creation of 
Popstars Dance Studios 
was to break down the 
elitist barriers surround¬ 
ing dance, making it 
available to everyone - 
from the absolute begin¬ 
ner to the most experi¬ 
enced dancer. 



GREEN BABY 

PORTHCAWL 
the nearly new shop 

We sell NEARLY NEW Clothes, 
Toys, prams, Cots, etc. 

All in good, clean condition 
up to 70% cheaper than shop prices 

We also buy good quality, cleaned, ironed 
baby clothes and accessories by appointment. 

Delivery available on larger items. 

8 Dock Street, Porthcawl 

(near B&M Bargains) 

Tel. 07928 523994 


Street & Hip Hop 
Dance Classes 

Learn the dance moves to all the latest 

Street, Hip Hop and R&B music. 

• Every Tuesday 
PYLE RUGBY CLUB 

• Every Saturday 

NORTH CORNELLY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

• Every Thursday 

ELFED AVENUE UNITED CHURCH, PENARTH 
• Every Sunday 

ST NICHOLAS COMMUNITY CENTRE, BARRY 

3yrs-adults, weekly payments, no term fees. 

Professional work available/competitions/fashion shows. 
For further information/class times contact: 

07974 904181 or visit 
www.popstarsdancestudios.co.uk 


Pap^ jbance StuJUal 
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SPORTS NEWS FROM COWBRIDGE 
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Girls team are on a 
learning curve at 
the home of cricket 


COWBRIDGE girls 
indoor cricket team 
competed in the 
National Indoor 
Cricket Finals at the 
home of cricket, 
Lords, in a very 
strong competition. 

The Cowbridge team 
included two cricketers, 
Welsh cap Lucie Johnson 
and Rachel Bradshaw, 
while the rest of the team 
are keen sportswomen. 

Playing teams who had 
obviously been well- 
drilled, Cowbridge com¬ 
peted well but could not 
overcome their level of 
experience. 

In the first game, 
Cowbridge played last 
years under-13 champi¬ 
ons, St Peters School from 
the west Midlands. 
Cowbridge batted first 
with St Peters bowling 


The Cowbridge girls indoor cricket team at Lords. 


Ikley 


the winners, Taylor (Discus) - 12th; the run up to their 

Colstons came 2nd, Lydia James (Discus) - exams, their commit- 

Helenswood 3rd, St Peters 16th; Amy Taylor ment, effort and dedica- 

u twiner t • r 4th and Cowbridge 5th. A (Hammer) - 7th; Katie tion has been outstand- 

L* tLLJmL Staggering 850 schools Bradbury_(Javelin)- ing throughout this aft- 

entered at the start of the 11th; Jessica Oliver letics season so far. We 


wickets. This continued, 
although Laura Smith tition! 

stayed in, making safe Wv 

runs to finish the innings 
on 48 for 5. 

Lucie Johnson and 
Rachel 

Cowbridge’s two 
bowlers, kept i, tight but 
the other four overs gave ed t0 tour India this 
away too many runs ieay- Tmm . Lucie j 0 £ m0n< 

mmng h ffa chel Bradshaw, Katie 
Wynne, Romy Killick, 


Katie Wynne also had 
an extra special day, when 
she had one-to-one coach- 

Rradshaw in § from Caroline Atkins, 
Braasnaw, who was t of the World 

twn mDin ^ . r . 


66 for 3, 

Cowbridge faced 
Bristol School Colstons in 


Laura Howells, Laura 
, rr, • Smith, Rachel Jones, Liz 

the second game Their whitehome.MairiBoxall, 


under-13 team had won 
the previous day and they 
were out to win the under- 
15s too. 

Cowbridge batted first 
again, but Colstons field¬ 
ing and bowling were too 
strong and all eight girls 
were out for 25 runs. 

Colstons scored an 
impressive 77 for 7, how¬ 
ever Romy Killick and 
Laura Smith’s bowling 
was improving, with 
Romy taking two wickets 


Hannah Taylor. 

LECKWITH 
ATHLETICS 
THE year-10 and 11 
girls competed in the 
Cardiff and Vale 
Middle Schools 
Athletics 
Championships at 
the new Leckwith 
Stadium. 

The Cowbridge team 

and Laura one Julie finished an excellent third excellent performances in 
Johnson also took three place behind joint winners the high jump and 800 
wickets. Bro Morgannwg and metres. 

The five teams were Whitchurch. Further results include, 

then treated to a tour of There were no county Caitlin Allen - 7th, 
Lords, taking in the views champions on the day for Minam Bennett - 19th, 
from the media centre, Cowbridge, but good per- Jordan Carpenter - 21st, 
completing the walk from f°™ances came from Joanna Wilkins - 24th, 
chanvinp rooms to the F lona Bray in the 300m, Izzy Eddie-Williams 
long room, then going out finishing second as did 27th, Nancie Edwards - 
to bat and understanding Be*™ Moorcraft in fte 39th. n-*"" . 

the history of the Ashes. 


(Javelin) - 25th. 

COMBINED 

EVENTS 

THIS year, the com¬ 
bined athletics event 
was held at Leckwith 
on May 5 and again, 
Cowbridge girls 
remained commit¬ 
ted, despite current 
facilities hindering 
their practice. 

The competition dic¬ 
tates that each athlete 
must compete in a total of 
five ‘point scoring’ 
events. 

In the junior girls sec¬ 
tion, the athletes compet¬ 
ed in the long jump, shot, 
75-metre hurdles, high 
jump and the 800 metres. 

Annabel Curie was the 
highest scoring athlete 
from Cowbridge, securing 
third place with a score of 
1,893 points, thanks to 


wish all our seniors good 
luck in their forthcoming 
exams, 


Bethan White 

hammer and Becky 44th, Emily Bonney - 

Thomas in the high jump. 49th, Melissa Gooding - 

Jessica Hayes came 51st, and Hannah 

third in the shot putt Woodward - 56th. 
u ^ ^ ^ before pulling her ham- In the middle girls sec- 

ing and bowling was'very string in the 100m final, tion, Cowbridge were 

tight and there were very finishing hi eighth place, really down on entries as a 


In the third game, 
Cowbridge faced 

Helenswood from East 
Sussex. Again the field- 


few 


chances 


for 


She was unable to com- lot of the athletes were 


Cowbridge to score. After P et « the relay final. competing in the British 
_ „ . . Bethan l\/l /VArPrort I Vi r> Lat fitrnl of I orrl r I Ac 


10 overs, Cowbridge had 


Moorcraft Cricket final at Lords! As 


scored 38 for 5 came fourth in the 800m, a result, Georgina Jackson 

Rachel Bradshaw and P rovin § her ^ess from was the only athlete, but 
Lucie Johnson took two her intensive Welsh hock- unfortunately due to 
wickets each and Laura ey framing. injury durrng the competi- 

Smith took one wicket, Other results tion she was forced to 

but once again Sophie Lloyd (200m withdraw. 

Helenswood were too heat)- 7th;Lydia In the senior girls sec- 

strong for Cowbridge, fin- James (300m heat) - 6th; tion, Cowbridge had 
ishing with a score of 62 Beatrice Hawker (800m) - greater success, with sec- 
for 4 wickets. 13th; Rosie Dent ond position from 

Cowbridge faced Ikley (1500m) - 10th; Verity Bethany Jarvis, third by 
from Yorkshire in the final Morgan (1500m) - Georgia Kemeys, and 

game - the winners for last 11 th ; Molly Llewellyn fourth by Alice Thomas, 

two years. Ikley held (80m Hurdle) - 10th; The senior girls competed 
Cowbridge 41 for 7. Georgia Jackson (80m in the high jump, long 
When Cowbridge fielded, hurdle) - 5th; Molly Frost jump, 100 metres, shot 
the team pulled together (JLgh Jump) - 8th; Jessica and goo metres, 
and for the first time Tidley (Long Jump) - Given the many other 

bowled all the players out, J ess ica Tidley commitments the sixth 

but for 92 runs, making (Triple Jump) - 4th; Amy form girls are facing in 


Moody Chorale 
stop in Barry 

All Saints Church, Barry, will be the only 
stop in Wales on a tour of the UK by the 
Moody Chorale from Chicago, USA. 

The Moody Bible Institute (where the members 
of the Chorale are students) was founded in 1886 
by evangelist DL Moody. It is a non-denomination- 
al college that educates and trains men and women 
for Christian service. 

Established in 1946, the Moody Chorale spe¬ 
cialises in sacred music. 

The chorale appears at All Saints Barry on 
Wednesday, May 19 at 7.30pm. Admission is by 
ticket available from Graham Ellis 01446 749659 
£5 (under-12 £2) 


PACT meeting 


CADOC PACT, 
Palmerston 
Community Centre 
on May 12 at 7pm. 

Castleland PACT, 
Civic Offices, Holton 
Road on May 24 at 
7pm. 

Illtyd PACT, Mount 
Sorrel Hotel on May 25 
at 7pm. 

Gibbonsdown PACT, 
Communities First 
Office, Aberaeron Close 
on May 26 at 3pm. 

Court PACT, The 


Scout Hall, Illminster 
Street on May 27 at 
7:30pm 

Pendoylan 
Community Council 
meeting, Pendoylan 
School, May 13 at 
7.45pm. 

Plymouth PACT, 
Brockhill Way, next to 
the Spar, on May 20 
between 2pm and 4pm. 

Stanwell PACT, 
Stanwell 

Comprehensive School 
on May 28 at 7pm. 


Summer skittles 

Barry Dockers Club will once again be 
holding their annual summer skittles 
tournament. First prize is £1,000, entry is 
£10 per team, entry forms are available 
from the Dockers Club. 


A notice of 
importance! 


can xnn 
or Harm 

Farn 

Animal 


ABOVE: The countryside sign. 

GEM photographer threatened by cattle.” 

Mike Wilcock took a l ' he ?explains that 
. . r rj . . a dog has the potential 

picture of this sign t0 J are livest ^ ck> and 

on a public footpath adds: “Keep it on a lead 
in Llanblethian and around livestock, but let 
thought it was worth go if chased by cattle.” 
highlighting. 

Mike explained. It heen hutted by a cow 
reminds pet owners, w hen she walked 
when crossing fields between the animal and 
containing livestock, to her calf while keeping 
let go of their dog when her dog on its lead. 


Mini motorcycle racers flock 
to Llandow for championships 


ON Sunday, May 9 the British Mini 
Motorcycle Championships were held at 
Llandow Karting Circuit. 

Competitors attended from all over the United 
Kingdom and ranged in ages from seven to 15. All 
the motorbikes were 50cc and were made to measure 
to suit the riders. 

The winners from the event progress to the next 
championship event at Silverstone. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevans01@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 

'• Now open in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 








































Thursday, May 13th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 19 


CHRIS MORRIS’ COMEDY 
IS HILARIOUS, BUT 
HUGELY CONTROVERSIAL 


A merican 

actress Carol 
Burnett once 
surmised that 
“comedy is tragedy 
plus time”, a theory 
that fans of ‘bad- 
taste’ comedies will 
all too readily sub¬ 
scribe to. 

However, it is one 
that comedy provocateur 
Chris Morris may also 
live by. Morris has 
made his name, and rep¬ 
utation, with comedy 
that pushes the limits; 
whether it is his Brass 
Eye specials that made 
celebrities warn of the 
perils of the drug 
‘Cake’, his TV show 
Jam that tested taboos, 
or his radio work that 
saw him announce the 
‘deaths’ of Jimmy 
Saville and Michael 
Heseltine, his work has 
divided and tested his 
audience. 

Having dabbled on 
television with the likes 
of Nathan Barley and 
The IT Crowd in recent 
years, Morris makes his 
big screen bow writing 
and directing Four 
Lions. 

The film tells the 
story of Omar (Riz 
Ahmed), who, having 
taken umbrage at the 
treatment of Muslims 
around the world, 
decides to start up his 
own terrorist cell. 

Having roped in the 
likes of Waj (Kayvan 
Novak), a somewhat 
slow individual, white 
Islamic convert Barry 
(Nigel Lindsay) whose 
hatred seems to extend 
across the spectrum, and 
Faisal (Adeel Akhtar), 
another individual who 
is less than quick on the 
uptake, Omar and Waj 
travel to Pakistan to a 
training camp. 

When that goes wrong 
and the duo are forced to 
flee back to Britain, 
Omar takes it upon him- 


ART Central in Barry 
recently provided the 
perfect venue for a ret¬ 
rospective exhibition of 
Robert Hart’s work, 
supported by Eve Hart 
and the Vale Council. 

Jane Hutt AM 
helped to open the exhi¬ 
bition with the Mayor, 
Coun Emlyn Williams. 
It will be open from 
Tuesday to Saturday at 
10am- 4pm until June 
5. 


self to give the group a 
terrorist target - provid¬ 
ing they can manage to 
hold it together until 
then that is... 

Some people may 
raise the question, ‘how 
soon is too soon’ in rela¬ 
tion to Four Lions. 

After all, while it has 
been nearly nine years 
since the 9/11 atrocity, 
and nearly three since 
the London 7/7 bomb¬ 
ings, the incidents are 
still fresh in the minds of 
a world that has seen a 
scary rise in the number 
of these incidents. 

But while Chris 
Morris may revel in his 
position as Britain’s 
number one provocative 
comedy writer, he isn’t 
insensitive enough to 
mock those who perish 
in such attacks, nor is he 
indignant enough to 
attempt to make excuses 
for those instrumental in 
these events taking 
place. 

Instead, Four Lions 
seeks comedy in a gang 
of men backbiting, 
moaning and complain¬ 
ing about various aspects 
of life, who just happen 
to be planning a terrorist 
attack. 

It is a brave move for 
Morris to make his big 
screen bow with such a 
film, but one that you 
would expect from 
someone with so much 
chutzpah. 

For his part, Morris 
has constructed a film 
that is both a hugely 
hilarious piece of work, 
yet also isn’t shy about 
dipping its toe into more 
dramatic waters, a film 
that not only tickles the 
funny bone but also 
makes you think about 
implications and costs. 

Many will, based on 
Morris’ previous work, 
simply decry Four Lions 
as being a film setting 
out to offend, but it is a 
far more intelligent film 
than that. 

Playing jihadists for 


Jane Hutt said: 
“This exhibition marks 
a celebration of the life 
of an artist and art edu¬ 
cator who lived in 
Barry where he experi¬ 
enced ‘a strong artistic 
flowering’ for the last 
20 years of his life. 

“The people of Barry 
can enjoy his work at 
Art Central and I 
encourage everyone to 
visit over the coming 
weeks.” 


laughs isn’t something 
you see everyday, and 
tapping into what moti¬ 
vates these people helps 
to give the film a basis 
in dramatic reality; yet 
Morris also willingly 
plays these characters, 
by and large, for broad 
laughs. 

Much like Dad’s 
Army , these are a bunch 
of men not cut out for 
what they are meant to 
be doing, but plow on 
anyway because they 
believe, misguidedly or 
not, that ultimately they 
can make the difference. 

The comedy on show 
veers from satirical to 
slapstick in the blink of 
an eye, while always 
being tinged with a hint 
of tragedy, as we see 
both how not to run 
when carrying explo¬ 
sives and the perils of 
using crows to bomb tar¬ 
gets. 

Writing with Jesse 
Armstrong and Sam 
Bain, the men behind 
Peep Show, Morris 
delivers a script that 
drags out the minutae of 
four men being stuck 
together while at the 
same time depicting the 
serious nature of the sit¬ 
uation that those both in 
the group and close to 
them find themselves in; 
witness a police raid that 
misses the target or, 
despite being played for 
laughs, the moment a 
sniper fails to tell the 
difference between the 
Honey Monster and a 
wookie. 

Certainly the satire is 
played up, but it comes 
laced with harsh truths 
and realities. 

Leading the pack of 
would-be terrorists is 
Riz Ahmed, so superb in 
last year’s Shifty, and 
here he delivers another 
strong performance. 
Saddled with some of 
the dramatic weight, he 
is a family man whose 
wife and son support his 
plans to blow himself 
up, yet Ahmed manages 
to wring some level of 
empathy to a character 
whose anger at the world 
outweighs even his love 
for his family. 

It is a turn that covers 
the spectrum and one the 
actor certainly excels at. 

TV’s Fonejacker 
Kayvan Novak backs up 
Ahmed with a comedic 
turn of superb idiocy, his 
Waj a man who thinks 
the afterlife will be 
‘Alton Towers without 
the queues’ and who, 
when told to eat his sim 
card so as to not be 
traced, asks if he can 
cook it first. 

While a broadly 
comic turn, Novak intro¬ 
duces pathos to the char¬ 
acter that give him more 
substance than a mere 
comedic figure, particu¬ 
larly as the film winds it 
way to its conclusion. 

While Nigel Lindsay 
gives a turn that strides 
the line between comedy 
and drama, the character 
of Barry being both 
amusing yet also full of 
hatred and anger aimed 
in all directions, with 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Adeel Akthar’s Fessal 
proving to be a brother- 
in-laughter along with 
Waj, the main foursome 
make for a hugely 
comedic teaming. 

Throw in cameos 
from the likes of Julia 
Davis, Kevin Eldon and 
Benedict Cumberbatch 
(a candidate for best 
name ever) and Morris 
has assembled a strong 
cast for the film, and 
they deliver. 

Having saddled him¬ 
self in the director’s 
chair, Morris keeps 
things naturalistic and 
minimalistic while 
throwing in the odd bit 
of night-vision and 
clever swoops to try and 
give it a cinematic feel. 

The onus is strictly on 
the story and the charac¬ 
ters, the plain visuals 
accentuating this, but 
dealing with his own 
script, Morris seems 
entirely comfortable 
being the ringmaster. 

While a final lurch 
into slightly more seri¬ 
ous territory would 
derail other comedy 
films, here it is a vital 
component of what 
Morris is trying to 
achieve. By showing 
the impact of the group’s 
decisions and attitudes, 
he does anything but 
mock the sadness and 
tragedy - the final gag 
comes laced with a 
degree of both emotion 
and also anger. 

It is certain to anger 
many people, and deals 
in subject matter that is 
unlikely to top lists of 
comedic moments, yet 
Four Lions sees Chris 
Morris deliver some¬ 
thing that while corus- 
catingly funny, also has 
a degree of social com¬ 
mentary laced with it - 
Morris is pushing but¬ 
tons as always, but there 
is, as ever, a point 
behind it. 

VERDICT - Dealing 
with a topic that is 
bound to court contro¬ 
versy, Four Lions is 
unlikely to spark a rush 
of terrorist comedies, yet 
succeeds in being both 
highly comedic and 
socially relevant. 

Well handled by Chris 
Morris, it boils down 
more to a comedy with a 
point to prove and less a 
comedy intent on 
exploiting tragedy. It 
may not be to every¬ 
body’s taste, but it cer¬ 
tainly is a hilarious, yet 
also affecting, comedy. 


New exhibition 
opens in Barry 


la 



Jane Hutt AM and Eve Hart. 


COWBRIDGE’S 

TOM WILL GET 

BY WITH A 
LITTLE HELP 

FROM HIS 

FRIENDS! 

Left to right: Emily 
Morris, Paul Coleman, 
Tom Jenkins, Michael 
Crow and Bryan Hart. 



Tom’s marathon bicycle ride 
for Hospitality Action charity 


COWBRIDGE 
hotel worker Tom 
Jenkins is training 
hard for a 110-mile 
charity bike ride 
from Swindon to 
Swansea on Sunday, 
May 23. 

Tom (21) will be part 
of a team of five from the 
Cardiff Marriott Hotel 
who will join 30 other 
cyclists from five of their 
sister hotels this month, 
riding in relays to com¬ 
plete the route from the 
Swindon Marriott to the 
Swansea Marriott. 

Sponsored by family, 
friends and work col¬ 
leagues, they will be rais¬ 
ing money for the charity 
Hospitality Action, 
which provides financial 
support for people who 


once worked in the hos¬ 
pitality industry - hotels, 
restaurants, pubs, bars 
and clubs - and who have 
since fallen on hard 
times. 

Tom (pictured front) 
who is a front desk recep¬ 
tionist at the Cardiff 
Marriott, will be cycling 
with leisure club manag¬ 
er Paul Coleman (29) 
from Cardiff; housekeep¬ 
ing team member Bryan 
Hart (39) from Rhondda; 
human resources co-ordi- 
nator Michael Crow (23) 
from Magor; and leisure 
club team member Emily 
Morris, from Cardiff. 
They plan to complete 
the ride in a day. 

The event is taking 
place as part of the UK¬ 
wide Hospitality Action 
Week, in which business¬ 


es within the sector get 
involved in a variety of 
fundraising activities for 
the charity. 

The cyclists will be 
setting out from Swindon 
on May 23, aiming to 
complete the ride in a 
single day, with each of 
the Cardiff riders ped¬ 
alling more than 20 
miles. 

To show their support 
for their cycling col¬ 
leagues, other members 
of the 150-strong Cardiff 
Marriott workforce will 
be taking to the exercise 
bikes in the hotel’s 
Leisure Club - sponsored 
to ride at least five miles 
in their lunch breaks. 

Some of the 750 mem¬ 
bers of the leisure club 
will also be joining in the 
fundraising by taking 
part in their own spon¬ 
sored ride on the hotel’s 


exercise bikes. 

The Marriott team are 
seeking sponsors to help 
swell their fundraising 
and support in kind from 
local business to ensure 
the Swindon-Swansea 
ride goes off smoothly. 

Tom said: “Our team 
is hoping to raise a 
decent amount for the 
Hospitality Action chari¬ 
ty, helping people in our 
industry who have fallen 
on hard times. But the 
bike ride will also help to 
build team spirit within 
the business. 

“We are hoping that 
local business will also 
help us with the loan of a 
couple of bikes and some 
cycling wear and acces¬ 
sories to ensure the riders 
not only look the part, 
but complete the 110 
miles on time.” 


Wanderers win 
at a canter... 


St Nicholas WI May meeting 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN MIDWEEK 
CRICKET LEAGUE - WEEK 1 


Members discuss 
latest resolution 


WITH 2009 cham¬ 
pions Lisvane 
receiving a first 
week bye, Barry 
Wanderers took the 
plaudits in the open¬ 
ing week’s fixtures 
scoring an impres¬ 
sive 181-0 (E 
Sherriff 91*, D 
Thomas 57*). 

Wanderers completed 
a big 104 run win over 
visitors Creigiau, who 
were dismissed for just 
77, N.Mantell taking 4 
for 4. 

At Dinas Powys 
Common, Dinas edged 
out Tynewydd by three 
wickets with four balls to 
spare. This was a lively 
encounter, with some 
controversial umpiring 
decisions. 

Tynewydd mustered 
135 for 5, Rhett Jones 
batting with a broken fin¬ 
ger, top-scoring with an 
imperious 87 which 
included five sixes. 
Danny Zaman and Huw 
Marks both took two 
wickets apiece and com¬ 
pleted good all-round 
performances by scoring 
37 and 44 respectively, as 
Dinas crept home to the 
win. Ethan Fiddler took 2 
for 22 for the Inn. 

Newcomers Pencoed 
visited Barry Island and 
scored 128 for 7 against 
hosts Barry Athletic. The 
Stags, who have set their 
sights set on achieving 
their best campaign in 
the league to date, won 


by eight wickets with 
Nathan Baker scoring an 
unbeaten 77. 

Hugh Smith (43) and 
Dave Sadler (42) provid¬ 
ed the bulk of Cogn 
Chiefs’ score of 174 for 
9, but the talented Barry 
Internationals batsmen 
overcame a stiff target 
with four wickets in 
hand. 

In the Llantwit Major 
derby, the Cavaliers’ sen¬ 
ior team compiled a very 
useful 160 for 8 (Mike 
Wood 47*, Julian 
Griffiths 37) against the 
Colts who are playing in 
the league for the first 
time. The Colts respond¬ 
ed with 80 for 8 and 
Dave Russell and Julian 
Griffiths both returned 
figures of 2 for 7. 

Finally onto Penarth 
who returned to the fold 
after a season’s absence 
with a six wicket win 
against Fontygary. 

S Singh top-scored 
with 52 as the Seasiders 
overcame the Fonty total 
of 118 for 6 in which 
Lloyd Bruce scored an 
unbeaten 54. 

The league committee 
would like to remind all 
clubs of their duty with 
respect to the spirit of the 
game, especially with 
respect to umpiring 
duties and decisions. 

A considerable 

amount of time was spent 
at the AGM discussing 
this point and teams are 
requested to select expe¬ 
rienced umpires at all 
times. JM 


MBERS 
? St 
icholas 
WI met on 
Thursday, May 6, 
when the meeting 
was chaired by past 
president Wendy 
Lowe. 

Ann Bryant, our presi¬ 
dent, was unable to 
attend due to her involve¬ 
ment with election mat¬ 
ters. 

Following the usual 
business meeting, Enid 
Evans gave a report on 
her attendance at the 


Glamorgan Federation 
Conference held recently 
at St David’s Hall. 

Members were later 
given an opportunity to 
discuss the resolution. 

Members also busied 
themselves buying plants 
from a magnificent plant 
stall. 

Money raised from the 
sale of plants will be 
donated to the ACWW 
project. 

The next meeting will 
be held at the hall in St 
Nicholas on June 3 at 
7pm. New members and 
visitors always welcome. 

EE 


Ty Hafan winners 

THE following are winning numbers in the 
Ty Hafan Cracker jackpot lottery draw 
number 617. 

• £2000: 894950. 

• The rollover, which now stands at £1,500 was 
not won this week. 

• £10: 166560; 256421; 287365; 503741; 518992; 
283410; 741141; 839479; 646540; 840092; 447036; 
177586; 261140; 277805; 756862; 673362; 593895; 
165300; 928981; 657229. 

• £5: 124974; 353171; 521065; 650170; 650782; 
668495; 487733; 343869; 463181; 623598; 166671; 
165061; 218923; 200649; 748583; 697239; 264688; 
712353; 769504; 639078; 659422; 141892; 605637; 
840532; 149655; 467459; 998372; 451604; 270211; 
482744; 592398; 391481; 705249; 551668; 841765; 
859752; 895775; 835529; 747112; 501667; 834329; 
294311; 140689; 265421; 718701; 504755; 429063; 
586991; 200771; 110043; 758842; 212754; 109459; 
235750; 795593; 490761; 452066; 146389; 825271; 
977906. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information please call telephone 02920 
672062. 
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VALE HERITAGE - 
LEATHER FURNITURE 
DIRECT TO YOU 


‘Tafe Heritage. 


For hand crafted, beautiful, top quality leather furniture 

www.valeheritage.com 

Traditional and contemporary designs manufactured to your requirements 



For our brochures 

Tel. 01443 684077 

e-mail 

| sales@valeheritage.co.uk 

UNITS 1 & 2 YNYSHIR ROAD, YNYSHIR, NR PORTH CF39 OAT 


Looking to advertise in over 43,000 papers? Contact us 
on 01446 774484 or email gemsales@internet-today.co.uk 


VALE HERITAGE 
offers top quality 
leather furniture 
direct to the public. 

The pieces are beau¬ 
tiful contemporary 
and traditional styles 
manufactured by 
craftsmen in Wales. 

Quality is a hall¬ 
mark of the company 
through the manufac¬ 
turing process and the 
materials used. 

Vale Heritage offers 
modern designs in soft, 
luxurious Italian 
leathers - antique 
leather favourites are 
included in the tradi¬ 
tional range. 

A spokesman said: 
“We think carefully 
about our customers’ 
requirements, offering 
designs perfect for the 
smaller homes and 
some that are fitted 
together in your home 
to suit your specifica¬ 
tions. 

“We aim to please, 
so delivery is free with¬ 
in 250 miles of 
Cardiff.” 

To visit the website, 
please go to www.vale- 
heritage. com; alterna¬ 
tively, please call 01443 
684077for more infor¬ 
mation or a brochure. 



10 tips on gardening safety 


SWALEC has issued ten top 
gardening tips for gardeners 
this summer. 

Latest government figures report 
that an average of 50 people in the 
UK are killed each year from garden 
accidents and 300,000 visit accident 
and emergency wards with garden¬ 
ing related injuries - 6,500 of which 
are caused by electric lawn mowers. 

SWALEC’s safety manager 
Gary Barnes is urging gardeners to 
take some simple safety steps to 
avoid turning a day in the flowerbed 
into a week in a hospital bed. 

1. Check electrical equipment 


has been stored safely. If it’s dam¬ 
aged don't use it. 

2. Always use a residual circuit 
device, a protective switch which 
cuts off the electricity supply if a 
fault is detected. 

3. Never use electrical equipment 
in wet conditions or when it is rain¬ 
ing. 

4. Always wear gloves, stout 
shoes and eye protection. 

5. Never clean, adjust or check 
equipment while it is connected. 

6. Do not leave electrical equip¬ 
ment plugged in while unattended. 

7. If the flex is cut, always 
remove the plug from the mains 


socket before touching the flex - 
even when an RCD is fitted. 

8. Never carry ladders in the 
upright position underneath over¬ 
head lines 

9. Look up before you start cut¬ 
ting hedges or trees. If overhead 
power lines are nearby, contact 
SWALEC for advice before carry¬ 
ing out any work 

10. Before digging any deep 
holes in your garden, check where 
underground electricity cables are 
located. SWALEC can provide 
plans of these for free. 


www.aquaairjettingeqvdpment.co.uk 



Jetting Equipment 
Cardiff— 


Longest Established - 36 Years! 
1974-2010 

Local Premier Service Dealer 

KARCHER 

Domestic/Industrial 
Sales & Repairs 

Plus accessory range 
Visit our showroom or call 

02920 488053 

Unit 1, Parklands Industrial Estate, 
Eastmoor Road, Cardiff. CF24 5JP 

Equipment to meet individual requests 
Free demonstrations without obligation. 


Meadowvale Nursery 

Llantwit Major Road, 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 

‘THE PLACE FOR PLANTS’ 


SEASONAL BEDDING: 

•Wide choice of 
geraniums/pelargonium J 
• Hardy Fuscias 
• Bizzies, Begonias etc. 

Hanging Baskets 
Perennials 

Summer Flowering Bulbs 
Shrubs • Soft Fruits 

Call in for ideas and inspiration 


Open to the Public and Trade 

Tel. 01446 794905 

Monday- Saturday 9am- 5pm; Sunday 2pm- 5pm 



Fitted Bedroom & 
Home Office Furniture 


- J - - (01656) 653147 for a 

\ _ _ FREE BROCHURE 

' or to arrange a 

BROCHURE free home survey 




CALL NOW 01656 653147 FOR A FREE HOME CONSULTATION 


UNBEATABLE REASONS TO BUY NOW! 

/ RIGHT NOW! OUR PRICE PROMISE ENSURES TO BEAT ALL THE BIG BRAND 
NATIONAL COMPANIES ‘HANDS-DOWN!’ 

/ NOW MORE CHOICE THAN EVER - OVER 500 DOOR STYLE COMBINATIONS!! 

. / HIGH QUALITY 18mm CABINET CONSTRUCTION 
/WE INSTALL FULL CARCASS CONSTRUCTIONS (NOT JUST FRONT FRAME DOORS!!) 
/FREE HOME MEASURE 

' 1 / FREE STUNNING 3-D COMPUTER PLANNING 

jk / EXPERT FITTING BY OUR PROFESSIONAL TRADESMEN / CABINET MAKERS 

i / WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

/NO PRESSURE SALES APPROACH 


CALL NOW 01656 653147 FOR A FREE HOME CONSULTATION 
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— HOME MEASURE 

- AND STUNNING 3-D 
COMPUTER PLANNING 

“ CALL 01656 653147 


Town & “r ; 
Country SSSS 


iur showroom @ 
la Street Centre 
CF31 1BZ 


townandcountryfurniture.co.uk 




































































Thursday, May 13th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 21 



Horn 



* 


Nipping garden 
crime in the bud 
this summer 


I T’S that time of 
year when mil¬ 
lions of people 
turn their attention 
to the garden - 
unfortunately the 
same applies to 
opportunist thieves. 

Your garden, as well 
as your house, has val¬ 
ued possessions that 
thieves would love to 
steal. It also has equip¬ 
ment that could help 
them break into your 
house. 

Most thieves will look 
for easy ways of getting 
into a house or garden. 

By taking a few sim¬ 
ple precautions you can 
reduce the risk of being 
burgled and make your 
house and garden more 
secure. 

So while you’re clip¬ 
ping your clematis and 
planting your petunias 
this spring, here are 
some top tips to make 
your garden a force to be 
reckoned with: 

• Add loose trellises 
to fences or walls around 
your back garden, these 
are too unstable to climb 
over and can provide 
excellent terrain for 
climbing plants such as 
fast growing vines and 
honeysuckle. 

• Use gravel for 


paths as the idea of cre¬ 
ating noise will deter the 
opportunist thief. 

# Prune low tree 
branches to avoid pro¬ 
viding cover or potential 
access to the house and 
trim tree branches close 
to upper windows as 
they may provide access. 

# Position security 
lighting at vulnerable 
exits, or somewhere that 
will cast obvious shad¬ 
ows. 

# Give garden gates 
three bolts - top, middle 
and bottom, and padlock 
the middle one to pre¬ 
vent burglars exploiting 
a weakness. 

# Position outdoor 
dustbins well clear of 
any potential entrances 
as they could be used for 
access. 

# Never leave tools 
out as they can be used 
to break in. 

# Do not leave lad¬ 
ders to provide easy 
access to otherwise inac¬ 
cessible parts of your 
house. They should be 
chained and padlocked 
to a strong post or wall. 

# Ensure your shed 
and garages are secure. 

Sheds and garages are 
a very popular target 
with burglars and are 
often overlooked when 
security is being consid¬ 


ered. The value of the 
contents, such as garden 
mowers, strimmers and 
cycles, etc, can often add 
up to many hundreds of 
pounds. 

It is therefore wise to 
secure the shed door 
with at least one heavy 
duty hasp and closed- 
shackle padlock. 

Always mark your 
gardening equipment 
and valuables with your 
postcode and house 
number. In most cases 
engraving will be most 
suitable. 

Photograph valuable 
garden plants or orna¬ 
ments. If you have a 
burglar alarm, why not 
consider extending it to 
cover outbuildings and 
sheds. 

Costly garden furni¬ 
ture and valuable orna¬ 
ments, such as statues or 
stone planters, can be 
further protected by 
anchoring these items to 
the ground - even valu¬ 
able plants can be treat¬ 
ed in the same way. 

If you see or hear 
anything suspicious dial 
999, and if you have any 
information about any 
crimes please contact 
Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111 
or South Wales Police 
on 101. 


May fayre 
in Penarth 


T HE Parish of 
Penarth and 
Llandough is 
holding a May 
Fayre at the Parish 
Hall, Albert Road, 
Penarth on 

Saturday May 15 
(10am-2pm). 

There will be a vari¬ 
ety of stalls and raffle. 

Everyone welcome. 
Proceeds to parish 
funds. 

On Saturday, May 22, 
an open garden and 
afternoon tea will be 
held from 3pm - 6pm. 


Admission £5 (ticket 
only). Telephone Ann 
Lush on 02920 703547 
or Vicky Phillips on 
01446 711250 for 

details. Proceeds to The 
Children’s Society. 

On Saturday May 29, 
The Children’s Society 
annual May fayre will be 
held at the Paget Rooms, 
Penarth, 10am - 12 noon. 
Stalls - cakes/preserves, 
plants, books, parcels, 
toys, gifts. 

Raffle admission 5Op. 

The Open Garden 
trail in Penarth will be 
on July 24-25. 


ardens 


Enjoy summer 
In the garden 
with ideas 
from Leekes 


W HETHER 
the fore¬ 
cast prom¬ 
ises scorching sun 
or typical British 
rain showers, make 
sure your summer 
is stylish all season 
long with a brand 
new range of gar¬ 
den furniture and 
accessories, says 
Leekes. 

A spokesperson 
reports that household¬ 
ers can transform their 
outdoor area into an 
extra dining space this 
summer with an array of 
dining and seating 
options. 

The Hartman rectan¬ 
gular set, £1399, made 
from a natural resin 
weave is the epitome of 
elegant outdoor enter¬ 
taining, with a glass 
topped weave table and 
six matching dining 
chairs providing enough 
space to seat friends and 
family. 

Or, why not take a 
secluded corner of the 
garden and create a 
breakfast area as an 
idyllic start to the day 
with the Chartwell 
Bistro set, £149, com¬ 
prising of a small hard- 


Gro-Fix^j 


LOWEST RATES 
GUARANTEED 

ALL GARDENING AND 
HOME JOBS UNDERTAKEN 

Occupational pressures - unsocial hours - 
domestic duties - children - disabled - OAP 
Whatever the reason - we can help 
PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

Special Rates for OAP’s • FREE Advice • 30 years Experience 

gf. Freephone 0800 7318408 Mobile 07710 923222 


Specialist Furniture Painter 
Transformation & Restoration 
Kitchen Cabinets Hand painted 


01446 y 
771440 ' , 


t 


116 S 2 S 

U1 The Limes, Coivbridge CF717BJ 


a 


Huge 

Range 

In 

Stock 


£29 

coUected 


B 


£79 

collected 


5 


www.galleriastore.co.uk 

Delivery Nationwide 


m 


20 years experience 

Call Sara Llewellyn for your Free Estimate 


Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call 

S 01446 402848 
<? 07739 389578 



wood table and two slat¬ 
ted back folding chairs. 

The Weber One 
Touch Barbeque, £199, 
is perfect for cooking up 
an alfresco treat; then sit 
back, relax and enjoy 
breezy summer evenings 
while enjoying the 
warmth and ambience of 
a La Hacienda chime- 
nea, from £49. 

Soak up the summer 
sun from May until 
September with the 
super stylish multi posi¬ 
tion Brisbane lounger, 
£179, and enjoy picnics 
galore with Leekes ‘mix 
and match’ range of vin¬ 
tage style melamine 
tableware in cool shades 
of lime green and aqua 
blue, from £2.25 for a 
small bowl. 

The garden range, 
including furniture and 
accessories, can be 
bought in Leekes store 
or ordered online via the 
website, 

www. leekes. co. uk. 



Future Window 

Solutions** 

Whether you are looking for an area for relaxation or 
space, Future Window conservatories are designed to 
enhance and extend your home beautifully. 



We are the Vale's number one supplier of quality home 
improvements, be it windows, doors, garage conversions or 
conservatories. When it comes to home improvements, excel¬ 
lence and value for money, Future Windows is the only name 
you need to know. 

• All our products are fully approved and guaranteed. 

• We also offer Finance on request. 

• We also offer a very competitive price to trade customers. 

For free, no obligation quote call now on 

01446 733455 Fax: 01446 733645 

Unit B, Palmerston Workshops, Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2YZ. 

Email address: enquiries@futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 
Website address: www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 


Bi-fold 

Doors, 

Sash 

Windows, 

Building 

Solutions, 

Garage 

Conversions, 

Repairs 

and 

much 

much 

more! 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


GEM 

Websites 

News, Sport, 
Letters, Features, 
What’s On, Jobs, 
Motors.... 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Neworld 

11st Choke 

tn 

> 

“ 3a Tynewydd Road, King Square, Barry Town Centre CF62 8HB 

f f 01446 700206/730884 

a» * www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


m 


"We can repair all your appliances in your own 

l -:-\ 

home - both built-in and free standing. 


vf me 

Washing machines, dishwashers. 


cookers, fridge-freezers. 



651598 


7 OPEN: 

o Monday ■ Saturday 
| 9.00am ■ 5.30pm 

* Sunday 
s 10.00am-4.00pm 

a> 

Li 


We Repair 
We Sell 
We Deliver 
We Install 

We lake Old Appliantes 
We Care! 






"We sell a huge range of brand new and factory 
refurbished appliances to fit all pockets, from credit 
crunching budget appliances to top of the range models." 




• Beko • Range Master • Leisure • Creda • White Knight • Stoves • Candy < 






















































22 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, May 13th, 2010 


Runners head for Porthkerry Park and 
enjoy the sunshine - and the scenery! 





PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevans01@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 

■‘ Now open in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


THE LifeStyle Porthkerry Plod has now 
cemented its place as a highlight of the 
local sporting calendar, with more than 
150 runners tackling this year’s race. 

Now in its fifth year, the five-mile event chal¬ 
lenged club and novice runners to race around a 
multi-terrain course at Porthkerry Park in Barry that 
takes in fields, hills, roads, woodlands and coastal 
paths. 

The Plod is sponsored by the Vale Council’s 
LifeStyle health and fitness gyms, based at the 
leisure centres in Barry, Penarth, Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major. 

LifeStyle operations manager Jonathan Rogers 
said: “We enjoyed welcoming entrants into our gyms 
as part of their training for the Plod, and hope we 
helped to give them a bit of extra endurance to get 
up those hills!” 

Andrew Palmer, one of the race organisers from 
Penarth and Dinas Runners, said: “So many of the 
entrants said that the course was fantastic, and that 
the organisation and marshalling was second to 
none. 

“Everyone we spoke to said that they are already 
looking forward to running again next year, especial¬ 
ly if we can continue to organise such beautiful 
spring days.” 

Penarth and Dinas Runners are a small but enthu¬ 
siastic group of runners of all abilities based at 
Penarth Leisure Centre, and new runners are always 
welcome. 

The club is also organising another off-road run¬ 
ning event, scheduled to take place at Cosmeston 
Lakes this July. For details about this and other club 
activities, please visit www.penarthanddinasrun- 
ners.org.uk or 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov. uk/life style. 


Centenary of famed British 
Polar expedition celebrated 


THE centenary of 
the departure of 
Captain Scott’s 
South Pole expedi¬ 
tion will be celebrat¬ 
ed in Cardiff next 
June by the Captain 
Scott Society, the 
British Antarctic 
Survey, the UK 
Antarctic Heritage 
Trust and the 
British Antarctic 
Monument Trust. 

Captain Scott appreci¬ 
ated Welsh support for 
the expedition, including 
free docking and coal in 
Cardiff. 

He decided that the 
expedition ship SS Terra 
Nova would leave from 
Cardiff on June 15, 1910, 
following a farewell din¬ 
ner in the Royal Hotel 
two days before. 

The ill-fated expedi¬ 
tion returned to Cardiff 
on June 14, 1913, but 
sadly without Scott and 
his four companions, 
who all died, in early 
1912 - and was met by 
Scott’s widow Kathleen 
and her son Peter, among 
cheering crowds. 

Dr Russell Thompson 
of Ystradowen told The 
GEM: “The British 


Antarctic Monument 
Trust has been set up to 
recognise the achieve¬ 
ments of the men and 
women involved in the 
exploration of the British 
Antarctic Territory, and 
to honour the 26 men and 
one woman who have 
died in the region since 
1943 in the pursuit of sci¬ 
entific knowledge. 

“I became an ambas¬ 
sador for the trust last 
year, mainly because of 
my involvement in 
Antarctica over the past 
52 years - and especially 
due to the fact that I lost 
three colleagues in cruel 
accidents during my stay 
in Antarctica between 
1958 and 1962. 

“The Monument Trust 
is registered as a charity 
and is raising funds to 
place a memorial tablet 
in the crypt of St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London and 
to create a monumental 
sculpture, part of which 
will be set up in the UK 
and part in Antarctica or 
the Falkland Islands, 
which is the ‘gateway’ to 
the British Antarctic 
Territory. 

“As part of the 
fundraising activities, the 
trust has organised a 
series of lectures on 


Captain Scott’s legacy on 
June 12 between 2.30pm- 
4.30pm at the Reardon 
Smith Theatre, National 
Museum of Wales, 
Cathays Park, Cardiff.” 

The speakers include 
Dr David Wilson (great 
nephew of Dr Edward 
Wilson, who died with 
Scott in March 1912) and 
Felicity Ashton, who led 
an expedition of women 
from the Commonwealth 
to the South Pole earlier 
this year (some of whom 
had not seen snow 
before!) 

Tickets will be avail¬ 
able at the north door of 
the theatre for £10, with 
concessions at £8 and a 
student rate of £5. 

Dr Thompson added: 


“These talks are highly 
recommended and during 
your visit to Cardiff on 
June 12, you will be able 
to enjoy Antarctic 
exhibits and displays in 
the foyers outside the 
Reardon Smith theatre 
and in the ‘tube’ in 
Cardiff Bay. 

“Also, the tall ship 
Stavros S Niarchos (rep¬ 
resenting the SS Terra 
Nova) will be open for 
visits at Britannia Bay 
along with HMS Scott. 

“It will be a great day 
out to celebrate this 
important centenary in 
the history of Polar 
exploration and the 
Monument Trust would 
appreciate your support.” 


Roadworks report 

CARRIAGEWAY width restrictions, 
Plassey Street, junctions with Glebe Street, 
Ludlow Lane, Ludlow Street, Arcott Street 
and Windsor Road, Penarth. 

Footway restrictions in place at Pontypridd Street 
- junction with Mount Pleasant, Barry. 

Temporary traffic control, Gladstone Road Bridge 
to the Waterfront. 

Temporary traffic control at A4055 - Cardiff 
Road, Dinas Powys near Merrie Harrier traffic 
lights. 

Traffic management at A4055 - Barons Court traf¬ 
fic lights, Penarth. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Art Central celebrates 
work of Robert Hart 


A major new exhibi¬ 
tion celebrating the 
work of the late 
artist Robert Hart is 
set to go on display 
at Art Central in 
Barry this week. 

Organised by Robert’s 
wife Eve, and curated by 
Alan Salisbury and the 
Vale Council’s arts 
development officer 
Tracey Harding, ‘The Art 
of Robert Hart’ reveals 
the artist’s development 
over 50 years of drawing, 
sculpture and painting. 

Robert left school at 
the early age of 13 and 
was then drafted as a 
‘Bevin Boy’ to work 


down a coalmine in Kent 
at the age of 18. 

His true education 
began in conversations 
with other miners when 
work was halted under¬ 
ground during air-raids. 
Finally demobbed in 
1947, he trained to 
become a teacher of art 
and history. 

After retiring from his 
position as head of the 
Centre of Art and Design 
Education at Manchester 
Polytechnic in 1988, he 
then moved to Barry with 
his wife Eve. 

Once in Barry, he 
focused on his work as an 
artist, and joined VOGA 
where he became chair- 


Art celebration 

COWBRIDGE Art Society’s 50th anniversary 
celebration lunch will be held in the St Quentin 
Suite of the Bear Hotel, High Street, on May 
20, at 12pm. 

Friends or non-members are welcome. Tel 
01446 775735. There will be no meeting that 
evening. 


The Vale’s new link 
to Ugandan region 


VALE AM Jane 
Hutt will host the 
launch of Vale for 
Africa, a new organ¬ 
isation linking the 
Vale with the Tororo 
region of Uganda, 
on Friday, May 21, 
at 6pm in the 
YMCA Hub, 

Gladstone Road, 
Barry. 

Professor Steve 
Tomlinson of Cardiff 
University will chair the 
launch, and there will be 
speakers from PONT, UN 
Goldstar Communities 
and the Safe Foundation. 

The AM commented: 
“I am very pleased and 
honoured to be hosting 
this exciting new initia¬ 
tive, which will benefit 
people living in Uganda 
and the Vale. 

“The steering group 
has been working hard 
for about a year, and is 
now at the stage of offi¬ 
cially launching this proj¬ 
ect. 


“The focus will be on 
developing long term 
sustainable links between 
our two communties, 
with a particular empha¬ 
sis on libraries and eye 
care. 

“Anyone who is inter¬ 
ested is very welcome to 
attend the launch.” 


Penarth 

Vespers 

Rachmaninov’s 
Vespers, which is con¬ 
sidered one of the 
greatest musical works 
of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, was 
recently performed by 
Cardiff Polyphonic in 
Russian at St Martin- 
in-the Fields, London. 

It will again sing the 
Vespers at St 
Augustine’s Church in 
Penarth, on Saturday, 
May 15, at 7.30pm. 


man. His wife is still a 
member. 

The last 20 years of 
his life saw his art devel¬ 
op, with many themes 
he’d explored over the 
previous years being fur¬ 
ther refined. 

His works are grouped 
by theme, including ‘The 
Sea’, beginning with the 
Kent coast and ending in 
south Wales, and ‘The 
Land’; including the 
Pennines near 

Manchester, where he 
and Eve lived for 18 
years. 

Other themes include 
‘Responses to Music’ 
and other abstract works. 
Examples of his diverse 
sculptures are also exhib¬ 
ited. 

‘The Art of Robert 
Hart’ runs until May 29. 


Llanmaes 

festival 

ON Saturday, July 
3, Llanmaes is hold¬ 
ing its first village 
festival in conjunc¬ 
tion with the 
Blacksmiths Arms 
beer festival week¬ 
end. 

As part of the attrac¬ 
tion, there will be a pho¬ 
tographic competition 
entitled ‘Spirit of 
Llanmaes’ with three cat¬ 
egories: ‘People of 

Llanmaes’, ‘Structures 
within Llanmaes’ and 
‘The Natural 

Environment of 

Llanmaes’. 

The closing date for 
entries is June 25, with 
judging taking place 
prior to the festival and 
winners will be 
announced on the day. 


OUTREACH 

THE Vale Volunteer 
Bureau will hold out¬ 
reach surgeries at 
Penarth Library on 
Thursday, May 13, 
from 2pm-4pm with 
Bulliesout, and 
Cowbridge Library on 
Wednesday, May 19, 
from 2pm-4pm with 
Stonewall Cymru. 



The Glenbrook Inn 


Free House &. Restaurant 


Drink and Food Promotions: 

Senior Citizens Day every Monday 

12-2.30pm; 6-8.30pm. One course £3.95 • Two course £5.95 


Monday-Friday: 

Burger, Chips & Drink from £4.95 
Big Grill Hiesday from £5.95 

FREE DRINK with any BIG PLATE SPECIAL GRILL 

Wednesday Night is Curry Night 

Any Curry and a Pint only £4.95 


Summer Skittles Cup commences 24th May. 

We are seeking Skittles Teams for 2010-2011 season. 


Dobbins Road, Barry, CF63 2NP. Tel: 01446 747808 





LEFT: 
Jane Hutt 
AM , Leo 
Kelly and 
Charles 
Byrd at the 
Senedd 
exhibition. 


Artist exhibits his work 
at National Assembly 


ARTIST Charles Byrd held an 
exhibition at the Senedd hosted 
by Jane Hutt AM and Rhodri 
Morgan AM. 

Charles spent part of his childhood 
in Barry and attended Romilly 
Primary School, where he sang in the 
choir and played in the orchestra. 

Last year, exhibitions of his paint¬ 


ings and kinetic machines were held 
at Barry's Art Central and at the 
Travellers Gallery on Barry Station. 

Jane Hutt, the Vale AM, reported: 
“The opening of his exhibition in the 
Senedd was a great occasion and he 
was pleased to be joined by Leo Kelly 
from St Davids ’ School in Colwinston 
as well as artists and friends. ” 


Dinas Powys festival’s 
six-day musical feast 


The Dinas Powys 
Music Festival is 
staging six events 
during the last full 
week in June. 

It starts with Llanelli 
Male Choir and soloist on 
Sunday, June 20 (Parish 


Oakwood 

ticket 

winners 

THE winners of 
our recent competi¬ 
tion to win a pair of 
tickets to Oakwood 
are: 

Aaron Archer, 

Barry; Brian Watkins, 
Pontycymmer; Helen 
Cook, St A than; and 
Lily Pearce, 
Llanblethian. 

Congratulations to 
the winners and keep 
reading for more great 
Glamorgan GEM com¬ 
petitions! 


Hall, Britway Road, 
7.30pm). Light Summer 
Music by Candlelight is on 
June 24 (St Andrews 
Church, St Andrews, 
7.30pm). 

Big Band Beano with 
Phil Dando’s Big Band is 
on June 26 (Parish Hall 
7.30pm). Bethesda 
Community Choir appears 
on Sunday, June 27 
(Parish Hall, 8pm). 

Tickets are available 
from both Dinas Powys 
Post Offices (Twyn and 
Murch), and from the 
Community Council 
Offices, Britway 


Road.There are some 
no-charge events 
which cater for the 
youngest and the old¬ 
est in the area. 

One is a free chil¬ 
dren’s flute workshop 
and St Cyres Choir 
perform on June 25 
(Murch Junior School 
1.30pm). Free senior 
citizens’ entertainmen 
by children of Dinas 
Powys Infants’ 
School on June 25 
(Lee Hall 1.45pm). 

For further details 
telephone 029 2051 
2405. 


“A SAILOR’S TALE 

jaw jaw please, not war” 


a booklet by Cowbridge resident John Sorotos 
being his pesonal reminiscences of the 
Second World War is now available from 
The Cowbridge Book Shop 
72 Eastgate and 
W G Davies, the Newsagents 
18 High Street, Cowbridge 
with the proceeds going to five specified 
Charities which enourage reconciliation, 
remembrance and support veterans. 


' Jane Hutt AM 

Labour Assembly Member for the Vale of Glamorgan 

If you would like to attend one of 
Jane’s surgeries in the Vale, please 
contact the constituency office at: 

115, High Street Barry, CF62 7DT 
Tel: 01446 740981 
Email: jane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

Next surgery: Saturday May 15th at 
St Brides Major Church Hall, Southerndown 
Road CF32 OSD from 10am to 11am and at 
Wick Village Hall, Church St, Wick CF71 7QF 
from 11.30am to 12 noon. 



www.janehutt.co.uk 
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BRO Radio and The Glamorgan GEM 

working together to bring you the very latest local 
news from your new community station, BRO Radio. 
Got a news story for us? Then call us on 01446 420681 
or email: news@broradio.fm 
or contact the Glamorgan GEM on 01446 774484 


Ewenny concert 


THERE is a chance to 
hear some very unusu¬ 
al instruments - such 
as the hurdy-gurdy, 
dulcimer, shawms, 
English pipes, ud(lute) 
and three kinds of 
recorders at Ewenny 
Priory Church on 
May 27 at 7.30pm, 
when the folk music 
group ‘Contraband’ 
appear. 

The St. Donat’s 
Chamber Choir will 
also be performing 
Bruckner’s Motets, 


accompanied by trom¬ 
bones. 

It is all part of the 
Ewenny Arts Festival - 
for tickets telephone 
01656 880412. 


Car boot sale 

LLANTWIT Major 
School PTA is organis¬ 
ing a car boot sale on 
Saturday, June 19, from 
10am-11.3 0am. 

Details of how to 
book a stall are avail¬ 
able from the school. 



^nllev)^' 


Archer* 

elm Pigeon Skootmg 
Weekend octputf breaks 



SdKxfe. Individuals 
•■d fcrvfcdnv Pnrtirs Age ?4 

Tuff TruAt 
Pontypridd, nr Cardiff 
MV 2083 1638 
wwn.odvmtvrt?iftxilfs.co.uk 


£22 per 45 mins £24.50 per hour 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


OCEAN LOUNGE 

^ PORTHKERRY 


OPEN 


* THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, * 
J SUNDAYS & BANK HOLIDAYS * 

| LIVE ENTERTAINMENT J 

* Friday 14th May j 

J CASINO NIGHT J 

{ with music by Ginge and Cello-Boi } 

J Doors open 7pm-table play 9pm. * 


Ticket entry only £6 
(Posh frocks welcome!) 

Saturday 15th May 
David Karime - Smooth soul 
vocalist (9pm) plus bingo 

Friday 21st May 
Karaoke (8pm) 

Saturday 22nd May 
Dave Bowen - 
Rock/Soul/Blues vocalist 
plus bingo 

Next Car Boot Sale 


X Saturday, June 12th (8am) 
t Every Thursday: Curry & A Pint £5.99 * 
X 7-9pm - Quiz from 8.30pm * 

| FOOD SERVED J 

* Great Value menu from only £4.99 J 

| Traditional Sunday Lunch * 
X served l2-3pm from only £6.95 * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



























































24 - THE GEM 


p_ Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, May 13th, 2010 


Disused church could 
become a Garw Valley 
community centre 

byJAYNE ISAAC 


PLANS to convert 
an old church in 
Pontycymer into a 
community centre 
have been 

approved - despite 
opposition from 
neighbours. 

The Development 
Control Committee of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) has granted 
consent for the Creation 
Development Trust of 
Blaengarw to turn the 
old United Reformed 
Church in Alexandra 
Road into a centre for 
the community. 

The project entails 
repairing the stained 
glass windows, building 
new toilets and creating 
a tea point. Listed build¬ 
ing consent has also 
been granted. 

Councillors heard that 
the church has been 
empty for more than 10 
years. Creation bought it 
in December 2008 and 
want to use it as a com¬ 
munity centre, with 
activities including a 
pre-school workshop for 
Parents and toddlers; 
carnival costume mak¬ 
ing; dance, arts and 


crafts; Welsh classes; 
sculpture, jewellery¬ 
making and pilates. 

It will be staffed by 
trained workers and the 
interior will be largely 
unchanged with new 
timber stud walls being 
attached to the existing 
walls by screws which 
can be removed in the 
future. 

The pews have 
already been removed 
by the previous owner, 
which has created a 
large area for proposed 
activities. 

The organ and the 
reredos will remain, 
with the wooden floor 
being sanded and sealed. 
There are no alterations 
to the first floor or bal¬ 
cony area. 

Externally, the exist¬ 
ing doors will be rubbed 
down and stained, with 
the existing ironmon¬ 
gery being retained. 

There will be some 
minor repairs and re¬ 
pointing of the 
stonework. Stained glass 
will be replaced on a 
like-for-like basis and 
wherever possible, the 
existing glass will be re¬ 
leaded. 


The report added: 
“The alterations to the 
listed building are neces¬ 
sary to facilitate the new 
community use, which is 
desirable on the basis 
that it offers a viable 
proposal that will ensure 
the restoration and 
future maintenance of 
the building, which has 
already been vacant for 
more than ten years.” 

Objections were 
lodged by a number of 
neighbours in Alexandra 
Road. They fear that the 
centre will attract young 
people and will cause 
anti-social behaviour 
problems in the area. 

The Garw Valley 
Residents Association 
has also objected on the 
grounds of increased 
traffic, anti-social 
behaviour, increased 
strain on parking, 
increased noise and van¬ 
dalism. 

Some residents 
argued that the leisure 
centre should be used to 
provide youth activities, 
as it is away from hous¬ 
es and has a car park. 

Residents complained 
bitterly of existing prob¬ 
lems with youngsters in 


the area vandalising 
property, stealing door 
bells, throwing eggs at 
houses, vandalising cars 
and creating noise and 
disturbance. 

Some residents said 
they were afraid to open 
their doors at night or to 
put on their lights. 

Others claim that all 
the buildings in 
Pontycymer that attract 
young people cause 
huge problems with anti¬ 
social behaviour in the 
vicinity. 

However, planning 
officer David Llewelyn 
pointed out that the 
church could be used for 
a variety of uses without 
the need for any plan¬ 
ning consent. 

This could include a 
school, nursery, library, 
teaching centre and a 
health clinic. He said 
that while a community 
centre needed a change 
of use consent, there was 
little difference in terms 
of attracting people to 
the building. 

He argued that the 
proposed development 
would not so significant¬ 
ly impact on the residen¬ 
tial amenities of neigh¬ 
bouring properties as to 
warrant refusal. 

He said that the use of 
the church for organised 
activities could result in 
a reduction in anti-social 
behaviour. Problems like 
that need to be addressed 
by police. 

The issue of noise and 
disturbance can be dealt 
with by a planning con¬ 
dition restricting open¬ 
ing hours. 

Highway officers stat¬ 
ed that the community 
use would not cause any 
more traffic than would 
be caused if this was a 
functioning church. 

Mr Llewelyn said that 
the location was consid¬ 
ered appropriate as it 
was adjacent to the 
Pontycymer shopping 
centre and close to exist¬ 
ing commercial and 
community activity in 
the area. 

It was also close to 
public transport links. 

He concluded: “The 
application is recom¬ 
mended for approval 
because the develop¬ 
ment complies with 
council policy and will 
not adversely impact on 
the privacy, visual 
amenities, highway safe¬ 
ty nor so significantly 
harm neighbours’ 
amenities as to warrant 
refusal. 

“The scheme will 
have the benefit of pro¬ 
viding a means of ensur¬ 
ing the maintenance and 
survival of a listed build¬ 
ing without significant 
alteration to the build¬ 
ing.” 

Planning conditions 
have been imposed 
restricting usage from 
9am to 9pm. 



CAT OF 
THE WEEK 


Billy is 
in need 
of home 

BILLY is a six- 
year-old neutered 
male, who was 
brought into the 
Cats Protection at 
Bryncethin centre 
because his owners 
were moving and 
couldn’t take him 
with them. 

He is a handsome 
chap with a lovely 
friendly nature and will 
make a lovely family 
pet. He has lived with 
children, cats and dogs 
so would settle very eas¬ 
ily in a new home. 

He has been with us 
since January because he 
was poorly when he first 
arrived here, but has 
now been given the all- 
clear by the vet. Billy is 
a big favourite with all 
of us at the centre and 
we would love to see 
him settled in a new 
home. 

“For more informa¬ 
tion, call us on 01656 
724396,” said Bridgend 
adoption centre manager 
Sue Dobbs. 

There are currently 
over 250 cats and kittens 
looking for homes at the 
centre at Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, CF32 9UJ. 

King 

crowns 

victory 

JAMES KING was 
influential for 
Croissants as they 
preserved the pres¬ 
sure at the summit 
of the Bridgend 6- 
a-side with a 
thumping 8-0 
defeat of Racing 
Inter. 

Lee Herly inspired Pie 
Boys to only their sec¬ 
ond win of the campaign 
as they saw off the chal¬ 
lenge of Dunraven, 2-0. 

Team Extreme will be 
hoping to kick start their 
First Division season 
after battling to a 3-1 
victory over Laleston 
Lions, Adam Skinnley 
the stand out performer. 

If anyone is interested 
in joining the Bridgend 
6-a-side Leisure League, 
they can call 0845 230 
2340 or visit 
www.leisureleagues.net. 


Putting children 
on course to solve 
weight problems 


A COURSE that 
helps overweight 
children has been 
running successful¬ 
ly in Bridgend. 

The MEND 
Programme (Mind, 
Exercise, Nutrition.. .Do 
it!) is part of a national 
initiative offering free 
healthy lifestyle courses 
for overweight 7-13 year 
olds and their families. 

The Active Young 
People Department in 
Pencoed is working in 
partnership with ABM 
Health Group to run the 
course. 

Families take part in 
fun two-hour sessions, 
twice a week for 10 
weeks. The programme 
helps them improve their 
eating and exercise 
habits, thereby improv¬ 
ing children’s fitness, 
physical activity levels, 
nutrition and self¬ 
esteem. 

“Thanks to funding 
from Welsh Assembly 
Government 15 places 
on the course are being 
offered to families com¬ 
pletely free of charge on 
a first come first served 
basis,” a spokeswoman 
said. 

The MEND pro¬ 
gramme is the UK’s 
largest healthy lifestyle 
programme for over¬ 
weight children and their 
parents. Rather than 
focusing on weight loss, 
the programme uses a 
practical interactive 
learning approach to 
teach children and par¬ 
ents weight management 


skills. This includes 
inspiring families to 
adopt a healthier 
lifestyle and enjoy 
preparing and eating 
healthy foods as well as 
reading food labels and 
healthy shopping on a 
budget. There are also 
simple but exciting ses¬ 
sions which focus on 
making exercise fun 
again - especially for 
children who are not 
fans of traditional school 
sports. 

“Bridgend have just 
completed their third 
very successful pro¬ 
gramme to date, with 
more than 40 families 
benefiting from the pro¬ 
gramme. 

“The Bridgend Mend 
Programme has proven 
results. With youngsters 
who take part changing 
their body shape, reduc¬ 
ing their waistlines and 
achieving a healthier 
weight for their age and 
height, which results not 
only in them being 
healthier and fitter but 
also gaining in self 
esteem and confidence,” 
the spokeswoman added. 

Here are some parents 
reported comments from 
the Bridgend Mend pro¬ 
gramme's: 

“MEND has improved 
our family relationships 
so much. We actually 
spend time together now 
- for the first time in 
along time”. 

“I’ve ended up with a 
child who has much 
more confidence and 
who now enjoys physi¬ 
cal activity”. 


“I wish more parents 
knew there was a solu¬ 
tion like MEND”. 

Children’s comments: 

“What I liked best 
about MEND was mak¬ 
ing new friends and not 
wanting to eat rubbish 
anymore”. 

“Since being on 
MEND, I feel more wide 
awake and find it easier 
to concentrate - even my 
teachers have noticed 
that I am happier”. 

Karen Winch, MEND 
programme manager at 
the Active Young People 
Department says, “The 
MEND programme can 
really change families’ 
lives. 

“We offer a friendly 
relaxed atmosphere to 
encourage children to 
give new things a go and 
show parents how they 
can be supportive and 
involve the whole family 
in making healthier 
choices and following an 
active lifestyle. 

“Children get healthi¬ 
er and fitter and their 
self esteem and confi¬ 
dence really get a boost. 
We very much hope 
families will take up the 
chance to improve their 
health with this fantastic 
free course.” 

F or further details 
contact Karen Winch on 
01656 815218 or visit 
www. mendcentral. org 
and click on ‘Join a 
MEND Programme ’. A 
parent or carer must 
accompany each child to 
every session. 


Read your GEM online : 

bridgend-today. co. uh 
or porthcawl-today.co.uk 


Pencoed under-9s 
take the district 
championship! 


PENCOED under- 
9s kept their 
District 
Championship with 
an over whelming 
display at this 
year’s tournament 
at Nantymoel last 
Sunday. 

Pencoed have been 
unbeaten throughout 
their 2009/2010 fixture 
list and were confident 
of a good display, but 
first up was Bridgend 
Sports who had given 
them their toughest 
game of the season . 

The Sports have 
developed into a strong 
side but the skills of 
Pencoed were notice¬ 
able and the usual sus¬ 
pects of Sam 
Costelow, Oliver Lewis, 
Jon Carr and Mickey 
Bosley were on top 
form to see Pencoed run 
out winners in a close 
match. 

Pencoed 2 Sports 0. 

Next up were the 
Garw and from the 
whistle the champions 
set about attacking. 
Rhys Spurgeon, Ben 
Jones and Jack 
Rowlands broke the 
gain line time after time 


to set up space for the 
backs to run in tries. 
Cael Chamberlain dom¬ 
inated the mauls which 
ensured a comfortable 
win. 

Pencoed 5 Garw 0 

Bryncethin had 
brought a big side and 
had done well in the 
tournament, but again 
Pencoed toughed out 
their aggressive start 
and began to dominate 
the forward play. 

Rhys Bending took 
control of the break¬ 
downs and off-loaded to 
his brother Thomas to 
break the tackles and set 
up Tyron Harding, Ben 
Humphries and new¬ 
comer Zac Walters to 
terrorise the Bryncethin 
defence. 

Another great per¬ 
formance saw Pencoed 
run in four tries but 
Bryncethin scored a 
welldeserved try at the 
final whistle. 

Pencoed 4 

Bryncethin 1. 

The final game with 
Kenfig hill was a ‘must 
win’ as the winners 
would be crowned 
District Champions. 
The tense start was fol¬ 
lowed by committed 
tackling from both 


sides. 

Owain John, as 
always, gave everything 
and was an inspiration 
to team mates and Ben 
Humphries dominated 
the rucks. 

Pencoed ran in a try 
and it stayed close 
almost to the end, but 
with jack Rowlands 
putting in his best per¬ 
formance of the season, 
the team completed the 
victory with two quick 
tries before the final 
whistle. 

Pencoed 3 Kenfig 
Hill 0. 

This has rounded off 
a fantastic season and 
these talented young¬ 
sters look forward to a 
well-earned rest with 
the knowledge that 
come September, they 
are the team everyone 
will want to beat. 

Team: Mikey Bosley, 
Sam Costelow, Rhys 
Spurgeon, Oliver Lewis, 
Ben Humphries, Owain 
John, Cael 

Chamberlain, Zac 
Walters, Ben Jones, 
Jack Rowlands, Thomas 
Bending, Rhys Bending, 
Tyron Harding, 

Jonathon Carr. 

MB 


Vandals 
hit parked 
vehicles 

SEVERAL cars parked on 
the streets in Pyle and Kenfig 
Hill were hit by vandals and 
had their wing mirrors 
smashed on Thursday, May 6. 

Police want to speak to the 
owner of a dark coloured S-regis- 
tered Peugeot with neon lights 
which was seen in the area. 

They say that at least one pas¬ 
senger was seen leaning out and 
smashing wing mirrors on parked 
cars as it drove by. 

The incidents occurred on 
Sycamore Avenue, Pyle and Pwll Y 
Garth St, Kenfig Hill, 

Porthcawl neighbourhood 
Inspector Alan James said: 
“Patrols have been stepped up in 
the area and if anyone sees some¬ 
one behaving in an unusual or sus¬ 
picious manner, they should 
inform the police immediately”. 

Contact Inspector Alan James at 
Porthcawl police station on 101, or 
anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 333 111. 


Annie brings 
aCAOS 
double act! 

TWO young Annies go from 
rags to riches when CAOS stage 
the heart-warming tale of an 
American orphan. 

Annie, stars 11-year-old Nia Brown 
from Cowbridge and 11-year-old Lauren 
Coates from Bridgend, with alternating 
groups of orphans. 

“CAOS, under their new musical 
director, John Murray, and producer 
Davron Hicks, are enjoying working 
with both children and a dog! 

“Who knows, maybe we are seeing 
the birth of future West End singing 
stars! Come and see for yourself, and 
enjoy catchy songs and a lively produc¬ 
tion, fun for all the family”, said 
spokesman Mark Snowden. 

The production runs from June 2-5 at 
Llantwit Major Comprehensive School, 
at 7.15pm, with a Saturday matinee at 
2pm. 

Call the box office on: 01656 881907, 
or book online at 

www. Cowbridge AOS. org. uk. Tickets are 
also on sale at Davies Newsagents, 
Cowbridge, and Chris Williams 
Optometrist, Llantwit Major. 



ABOVE: Pencoed under-9s celebrate their win. 
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VOLUNTEERS TAKE TO THEIR BIKES 
FOR BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 


DOZENS of local youngsters took part in 
the British Heart Foundation bicycle ride 
at Llandow on Sunday, May 9. As well as 
enjoying some early morning exercise 
they had collected sponsorship to raise 
funds for a charity which aims to fight 
heart disease and encourage healthy liv¬ 
ing_ 

f PHOTOGRAPHS 1 

by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are available 
for sale by contacting: 



glynevansOl @tiscali.co.uk 
or telephone 01446 773225. 
*Now open in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court , Cowbridge. 
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MAJOR MUSIC CELEBRATES ITS TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY WITH ST DONATS CONCERT 



ST DONATS Arts Centre was the venue 
for one of a series of events to mark the 
10th anniversary of Llantwit Major based 
charity, Major Music, giving those in 
attendance the opportunity of seeing at 
first hand the wealth and energy of young 
musical talent in the Vale and Bridgend. 

The evening was attended by the family and 
friends of those young people performing, in addi¬ 
tion to a number of sponsors and supporters of Major 
Music, local councillors, Vale officers and Jane Hutt 
AM. 

Trustee of Major Music, and compere for the 
evening Chris Williams, took the opportunity of wel¬ 
coming all those attending and commending the 
efforts of those young people who had been working 
hard over the past weeks to perform at the event, 
which included in each set a Beatles’ number. 

Chris also made reference to the achievements 
and success of this innovative project over the past 
ten years and to the two co-founders, Dave Roberts 
and Phil Kirkham who had the vision, tenacity and 
co mmi tment to set up Major Music. 

As Chris pointed out: “The success of Major 
Music would not have been possible without the 
ongoing support received from a number of busi¬ 
nesses, organisations and individuals and in particu¬ 
lar the Vale of Glamorgan Council and Roland (UK) 
Ltd”. 

In attendance was Mark Davies, officer from the 
Vale’s Children and Young People’s Partnership, 
who commented: “Throughout its ten years Major 
Music continues to provide an important service to 
young people. It is a privilege to be involved and 
help celebrate young people’s skills, abilities and 
achievements”. 

Alyson Jones, the mother of two young people 
involved with Major Music, said: “Major Music is 
giving children and young adults confidence they 
may not have in other areas of their life. It also gives 
them a focus and builds on the talent they already 
have. Major Music has supported both my children 
and enabled them to perform music they enjoy”. 

Acts performing throughout the evening included 
The Resistance, Lucy Atkins, Gareth Jones, Red, 
Turf - with Davey, Breaking the Silence and Skate 
Ketchup. 

There was also a surprise in store at the end of the 
evening’s performance, which saw a number of the 
mentors and volunteers involved with Major Music 
take to the stage themselves and do a couple of songs 
including the Beatles hit - Hey Jude\ 

Appreciation was also given to all of the staff at 
the arts centre whose support had been invaluable in 
promoting this and other Major Music events. 

Major Music continues to hold it’s weekly work¬ 
shops at the Llantwit Major Youth Centre on 
Tuesday evenings, where young people also have the 
opportunity to access the state of the art recording 
studio. There are plans to hold workshops during the 
school holidays and other innovative events. 

If you would like to know more about Major 
Music; to volunteer at the weekly workshops, offer 
sponsorship or support, or wish to attend the work¬ 
shops then contact Phil on 01446-792543, or take a 
look on the website - www.majormusic.net and leave 
a message. 
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CUP GLORY FOR BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC SECOND TEAM 



ABOVE: Bridgend Athletic Seconds with the trophy. (All photographs by Kerry F other gill). 



DISTRICT CUP FINAL 
Bridgend Athletic 2nds 32pts 
Llanharan 2nds 18pts 


ABOVE: 
Flanker Callum 
Mcleod soars 
in the tine-out. 

RIGHT: 
Centre and man of 
the match, Lloyd 
Pemberton, in the 
clutches of two 
defenders. 

BELOW RIGHT: 
Hooker Nathan 
Holman on 
the charge. 




CALLING ALL CLUB OFFICIALS! 

The GEM welcomes your match reports, and other club items 
of interest. Email them to: ggem@internet-today.co.uk 
or post to Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 


in the game came 
from the Athletic in 
their bid to retain 
the Enoch Lewis 
District Cup. 

The reward came 
when an overlap was 
created on the blind 
side, leading to a try for 
wing Chris McGrath, 
with Tom Cole convert¬ 
ing. 

From rare incursions 
into the Athletic half, 
outside half Lloyd 
. t Thomas slotted two 

* penalties to bring 
; Llanharan within one 
point. 

The advantage then 
turned, resulting in a 
well-worked try by 
Llanharan’s Paul 
Williams, converted by 
Lloyd Thomas. 

The score stayed at 
13 - 7 in favour of 
Llanharan up to the 
interval. 

The second half con¬ 
tinued in a hotly-con¬ 
tested manner with 
Llanharan appearing to 
have the slight edge. 

However, the 
Bridgend side got the 
first break following a 
kick to the corner by 
Tom Cole. 

The Athletic pack 
contested the lineout, 
pinched possession and 
from a driving maul, 
hooker Holman was 
forced over. 

A Tom Cole penalty 
brought the lead back to 
the Athletic at 15 points 
to 13. 

Llanharan met a res¬ 
olute defence and it was 
the Athletic who took 
their chances to get 
points on the board. 

Midway through the 
half, the Athletic created 
several attacking phases, 
resulting in centre Lloyd 
Pemberton forcing his 
way over near the posts; 
Tom Cole converted. 

Llanharan had the 
chance to close the gap 
when awarded a penalty 
in front of the Athletic 
posts, however follow¬ 
ing the intervention of 
the touch judge the 
penalty was reversed, 


THE early pressure allowing the Athletic to 
relieve the pressure. 


This proved costly to 
Llanharan, as the 
Athletic continued the 
attack with Pemberton 
kicking through the rush 
defence and racing from 
his 22 to score a brilliant 
individual try. 

Cole converted to 
give the Athletic a 29 - 
13 lead. 

When he kicked a 
long-range penalty, the 
Athletic had scored 25 
second-half points with¬ 
out response. 

Llanharan scored a 
try in injury time, but it 
was Bridgend Athletic 
who retained the cup 
with a final score of 32 
- 18. 

Although players 
from both sides con¬ 
tributed to an exciting 
final, Ath centre Lloyd 
Pemberton was awarded 
the district man of the 
match trophy. 

RH 


NEWS FROM THE PENARTH AND 

DISTRICT RAMBLERS 

From Bridgend 
to the sea - and 
then back again 

RECENTLY, 10 


Descending after fields to Whitney Farm, 
walkers got on at another stone stile, they with its banks of prim- 
various locations to reached a sandy path and roses. 

. . T R , walked past the big dip- Another short road- 
J°m joy, DraCKen per > the tadest dune in walk led them into fields 
and Bronte on the the Merthyr Mawr com- beside Merthyr Mawr 
train for a railway plex and the second House, where a tall tree 
ramble and, having tallest in Europe. had come crashing down 

reached Bridgend, F rom the ruins of and made a huge hole in 
thpv walkprl down Candleston Castle, once the outer stone boundary 
rnlrt RW owned by the Cantaloupe wall. Then it was time to 

UOUri Koa °’ family, they entered pret- re-join the Ogmore River 

through Bridgend, ty wooded paths that led on i ts west bank and a 
and took the under- through the outer dunes long straight path 
pass that led to a t0 wa ^ beside the River through woods that have 
path beside the Ogmore as it makes its been turned into a nature 
way to the sea. reserve. 

At the Ogmore estu- Qn the playing field 
17 tvt k m ary, they turned west and near the , eisure centre 

From Newbridge walked across Traeth yr there 

Fields they went under Afon, where the tide was rus b\ 
the A48 through a copse receding down the beach hi] on Newbridge 
carpeted with celandine and eventually passing Xe clad figures 

and by meadow reached Black Rocks, they left ^ZvZcr^ke! 
New Inn Bridge, or the the coast, joining a path Af £ r \ s § hort refresh _ 
dipping bridge, as it is across the edge of t h , the* 
locally known, where the Newton Burrows and . t w r ’ „ kJIk tn 
farmers once pushed walked past Sandford’s 

their sheen through the WpII u/hp.-p thp W pll filk Bridgend station to enjoy 


clean, fast-running 
River Ogmore. 


was a game of 
rugby in full swing, 


their sheep through the Well, where the well fills 
holes into the river for as the tide ebbs and emp- 


their annual dip. 

A short road walk past 


ties as the tide comes in. 


their train ride home. 

On May 15, meet 9am 


-a aa uic mat; in. , ^ T • ^ 

Making their way to f Co 8?" Le ! sure 9= nt f 
- lor a 10-mile moderate 


and the 
Glamorgan Canal; con¬ 
tact Pam on 029 2021 


ond summer evening 


a wood covered with Newton Green they sat „ 4 „ 

wood anemones led them on the benches in front of wak a L, 
across fields to Ogmore the 12th century St ° n ° 29 

Moor, where horses qui- John’s Church, founded 

etly grazed and the usual by the Knights of the Un 16, meet at 
boggy meadows were Order of St John of 10amatCoganforafive- 
almost completely dry. Jerusalem more than 800 m '*e easy stroll at Radyr 
The footbridge over years ago, to enjoy their Woods 
the River Ewenny led lunch, 
them into Merthyr Mawr Walking past the allot- 
village, with its pretty ments at the rear of the 91 °2. 
thatched cottages and church they joined paths On Ma y 18, the sec- 
they paused at St Teilo’s through Newton to fol- 
Church, where the grave¬ 
yard was covered in pret- _ t _ _ 

ty spring flowers, for uphill and into woodland f° r a 3.5-mile easy walk 
morning coffee. at the rear of Merthyr at East Aberthaw Nature 

On the lane they were Mawr Warren, where the Reserve and the salt flats; 
joined by various size shaded paths through contact Joy on 01446 
horses with riders, all bluebell woods was 737131. 
enjoying the lovely heaven. Rucksack badges, pro¬ 

ving weather before A road led them to grammes and member¬ 
crossing an old stone Candleston Farm and ship advice can be 
stile at Ton Farm and into fields beside Coed obtained from Pam on 
climbing slightly beside Cwintin and its carpet of 029 2021 9102. 
a field of cows and wood anemones, but still 
no wild garlic, and across 


low a sandy path strewn walk will leave the Blue 
with primroses that led Anchor car park at 7pm 


calves. 


JOY 
STRANGWARD 


ATHLETIC YOUTH SIDE KEEPS 
SEASON’S UNBEATEN RECORD 


THIS was the 
Athletic Youth’s 
final league game of 
the season and, 
although there was 
nothing riding on 


Bridgend Athletic Youth 
Abercrave Youth 


50 

0 


flashes of what they 
could do if this were a 
forward orientated 


penalty just outside his ball was again moved game, but the Athletic 

own 22 and the ball was wide to Lewis Harrhy were not going to let that 

passed along the back for another great score, happen and went further 

, . , line for winger Lewis converted by Davies. ahead when centre 

me result, tney were Harrhy to race way for a The writing was now James Olds went over 
determined to pro- great score. The conver- on the wall for the f or a try, converted by 

tect their record of sion failed. Abercrave side who sim- Davies. 

Abercrave had the use ply could not match the The Athletic brought 
of a fairly strong breeze mobility and pace of the Qn their entire beI f ch 


being unbeaten in 
the league for more 
than two years. 


and constantly probed Athletic side. 


with the game safe, and 


^ , ,1 ^ , , tut UVl/U 111 Lllv_/ L 11V^ 11 WVL StUlL waa 1 , . . . . ! 

Due to the extended Ath f etic half> b F ut th spectacular, with Curtis sealel J * e vlctor y „ wlth 

season, the game had to were kept at bay and the wmiams fi n i shin g 0 ff two further tries from 
be played at Pencoed Athletic pounced on any some breathtaking han- Luke Morgan to give 
College and the club opportunity t0 run the d i ing from deep in their him his hat-trick, one of 
tr. t ball back. own half with a try which was converted by 

From one of these under the posts, convert- Tom Parry, 
counter attacks, ed by Davies, to make The Athletic now 

Abercrave conceded a the half time score 26-0. have to play Dragons 
penalty five yards from Within two minutes of Champions Penallta at 
powerful-looking side their own line , and Tom the second half starting, home next week in the 

shunt* the Acetic hack DaV j eS repeated u* T ther quick tap r f U , lt_ semi-final of the Welsh 
auhefest scrum quick tap to put number ed in winger Luke L ue p i ay . offs , and 

at me urst scrum. eight Sean Derrick over Morgan getting in on the , ® 0 co ■ 

However, the Athletic f or a simple try which act with his first try after r f ^ t n 
were not going to hang Davies converted. coming back from a Rna ^ District Cup 

around playing a tight From the restart, sec- long-term injury. The some where along the 

game, and within two ond row Adam Evans conversion failed. * ine - Still plenty to play 

minutes, scrum half Tom secured the kick and the Abercrave showed f° r - 
Davies quickly tapped a PR 


would like to thank 
Gareth Nicholas for his 
assistance in this 
respect. 

Abercrave fielded a 
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700 VETERANS DRAW IN THE CROWDS 
AT BRIDGEND’S CLASSIC CAR SHOW 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 
They can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevansOl @tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 
*Now open in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


THE Bridgend Classic Car Show was held at 
Pencoed College on Sunday, May 9, with more 
than 700 classic cars and motorbikes on dis¬ 
play. 

Hundreds of people attended in fine weath¬ 
er. There was an autojumble for motoring 
enthusiasts, a funfair for the children, and the 
opportunity for youngsters to board fire 
engines and tractors. 
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Vintage cars of all 
shapes and sizes! 



PEOPLE who attend¬ 
ed The Bridgend 
Classic Car show 
were treated to a wide 
range of motoring 
exhibits. 

Alongside the vin¬ 
tage full size models, 
there were the ‘col¬ 
lectable’ variety too. 

Enthusiasts 
enjoyed viewing some 
of the motoring 
world’s rarer vehicles 
and then seeing some 
in miniature form 
too! 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevans01@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 

■‘ Now open in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 




Porthcawl under-15s 
triumph in Ospreys Cup 
final against Aberavon 


THE best two 
under-15s sides in 
the Ospreys Region 
were keen to exploit 
their skills from 
the outset. 

The Greenstars, with 
physical presence and 
forward power up front, 
initially took control. 
The Seagulls responded 
with quick forward ball 
released to their potent 
back division. 

An infringement after 
10 minutes allowed Josh 
White to kick three 
points. Throughout the 
first half, the Porthcawl 
pack were too quick and 
organised at breakdown 
and at set piece for the 
Greenstars, which 
allowed their backs to 
take control from 
behind. 

The Porthcawl eight 
were outstanding - front 
row of James Baynham, 
Jack Williams and Ben 
Smith - with the line out 
skills of Owen Wright 
and Emyr Wyle, plus the 
breakdown presence of 
the back row of Evan 
Williams, Jack Taylor 
and Adam Mounce - and 
proved the key factor in 
controlling the game. 

An outstanding break 
and power run by Ben 
Smith resulted in Owen 
Wright’s pick and drive 
to score an excellent try, 
ten metres out. 

Porthcawl were now 
comfortable in attack 
and defence. The backs 
were decisive and dam¬ 
aging in attack and 
Bluck, Watkins and 
White were a constant 
threat. 

Behind at 15 Mitchell 
always looked to open 
up play and gained good 
territory. An outstanding 
tackle by Declan Brown 
was one of the highlights 
of the first half. A penal¬ 
ty infringement allowed 
White to kick an excel¬ 
lent 40 metre penalty to 
give a well deserved 11 
points half time lead. 

In the second half, the 
Greenstars came back 
strong, but the Seagulls’ 
defenders were aware of 
their strengths. The tack¬ 
ling was secure and with 
Jack Taylor, Evan 
Williams and Adam 
Mounce first to the 
break down, the advan¬ 
tage was always with 
Porthcawl. Bluck, White 


PORTHCAWL UNDER-15s 18 
ABERAVON GREENSTARS 0 


and Watkins were solid 
and destructive in 
defence. 

Porthcawl had too 
many options behind. 
Connor Rees at scrum 
half was comfortable 
and in control. 

The elusive Lloyd 
Rosser-Standford kicked 
ahead a loose ball for 
Tom Bluck to follow 
through and chase a 40 
metre kick to score a 
great try under the posts. 


Josh White converted to 
make the score 18 points 
to nil. 

Porthcawl were 
deserved winners 
against a previously 
unbeaten Greenstars XV. 

Junior and mini sec¬ 
tion chairman Gareth 
Williams (and first 
aider) was elated at the 
result and commented; 
“On behalf of Porthcawl 
RFC - and the under- 
15s, this result has justi¬ 


fied all the hard work 
put in by our coaches. 
Not just the under-15s, 
but all the other mini and 
junior sides have 
excelled this season. 

“We have a very 
bright future ahead of us 
and the hard work put in 
by players, coaches and 
parents is very much 
appreciated. 

“To win the Osprey’s 
Cup at under-15s level is 
an achievement we will 
cherish - and applaud 
those who have put in so 
much hard graft.” 

Paul Brown 



ABOVE: Scrum half Connor Rees sets the backs in motion. 
(PHOTOGRAPHS by VANCE BROAD). 



ABOVE: Geraint Watkins goes for a clearing kick. 
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Tondu under-lOs are 
pipped in Abergavenny 
tournament semi-final 


ON Mayday Bank 
Holiday weekend, 
Tondu under-lOs 
entered the 

Abergavenny RFC 
tournament, played 
at the Usk 
Showground. 

The under-10s started 
their campaign with a 
game against Barry. The 
start was very bright as 
Jamie Richards was bun¬ 
dled over the line from 
close range, helped in no 
small part by loan 
Thomas. 

The lead was soon 
increased as Garryn 
Thomas got a second as 
Tondu flexed their mus¬ 
cles. With the game 
becoming one-way traf¬ 
fic, Ben Merchant got 
Tondu’s third. 

Despite some spirited 
play, Barry were unable 
to make much head way 
and Tondu continued to 
dominate all facets of 
play. Ryan Kershaw 
scored twice before the 
final whistle, with one 
coming from a very 
cheeky break down the 
blind side. 

Tondu 5 Barry 0 

The momentum con¬ 
tinued for Tondu as they 
faced their second chal¬ 
lenge of the day against 
Cowbridge A. The open¬ 
ing exchanges were a lit¬ 
tle cagey, but the dead¬ 
lock was broken as 
Jamie Richards put 
Tondu ahead, again 
assisted by loan Thomas 
from close range. 

Cowbridge came 
straight back at Tondu 
and got the next score. 
This stung Tondu into 
even greater effort and 
from an attacking ruck, 
James Mayne drove 
strongly to nose Tondu 
ahead. 

Jordan Morgan got the 
third as he showed his 
pace on the wing. The 
fourth came soon after as 
the backs showed their 
moves and Josh Evans 
burst through. 

The final score of the 
match fell to Ryan 
Kershaw, who again 
made use of the blind 
side to cross the line. 
Tondu 5 Cowbridge A1 

Next up was Nant 
Conwy, who had played 
good rugby in their 
games and seemed the 
strongest opposition in 
the group. The game 
showed the teams were 
well matched, as attacks 
were ably dealt with by 
both sides. 

Some very good cover 
tackles were made by 
both teams as tries 
looked likely. The stale¬ 
mate was eventually bro¬ 
ken by Garryn Thomas, 
who was able to drive 
through the defence to 
cross the line. 

This did nothing to 
lessen Nant Conwys’ 
hunger, and with 
renewed effort they 
attacked, but Tondu were 
able to close the game 
out with more solid 
defence. Tondu 1 Nant 
Conwy 0 


The final pool game 
for Tondu was against 
RTB Ebbw Vale, with 
Tondu knowing that any¬ 
thing less than a win 
might scupper their 
place in the se mi -final. 

Tondu came out all 
guns blazing and, 
despite some spirited 
defence, Ebbw Vale 
were soon a score down, 
as Garryn Thomas again 
showed his strength to 
cross the line. 

This was followed by 
another score for Tondu 
as Ryan Kershaw again 
showed his vision for 
space to get over the 
li ne. Garryn Thomas was 
hungry for work and 
made his presence felt as 
he drove over the line for 
his second. 

The final score of the 
game fell to Ben 
Merchant who, having 
picked up from the 
scrum, ran outside the 
Tondu back line and 
rounded the Ebbw Vale 
cover for a try in the cor¬ 
ner. 

Tondu 4 RTB Ebbw 
ValeO 


This set up a local 
derby against Porthcawl 
in the semi final. Perhaps 
it was the wait in the 
cold, but Tondu were not 
the same team who had 
taken the field earlier. 

This was not made 
any easier as Jamie 
Richards, outside half, 
had to leave the field 
early in the match 
injured. However, the 
youngsters showed a 
great deal of courage in 
the defence of their line. 

The Porthcawl pres¬ 
sure finally paid off as 
they grabbed the first 
score. Having gone one 
try down, Tondu made 
progress, only for the 
ball to be lost and they 
soon found themselves a 
further try down. 

As they have 
shown in the past, Tondu 
did not drop their heads 
and tried in vain to pull a 
score back. 

Unfortunately, they 
were to be denied as a 
loose ball allowed 
Porthcawl to get a third 
try. 

Tondu 0 Porthcawl 3 


The day ended on a 
slight low, but Tondu 
kept three clean sheets in 
the pool games and only 
lost to the eventual win¬ 
ners of the tournament. 
Third place out of 20- 
plus teams is an 
i mm ense result for one 
and all. 

Tondu squad: 

Ben Merchant, Megan 
Flaherty, Shannon Price, 
Garryn Thomas, loan 
Thomas, Taylor Lloyd, 
Morgan David, Iwan 
Knight, Jordan Morgan, 
Ryan Kershaw, Morgan- 
Owen Evans, James 
Mayne, Eleri Knight, 
Jamie Richards and Josh 
Evans. Josh Davies, 
Callum Booton and Jack 
Llewellyn were unable to 
make the tournament. 

Congratulations to 
Garryn Thomas, who 
was awarded under-10s 
player of the tournament 
for some huge tackles 
and four tries. 

JK 


Juniors gain podium 
place at Caerleon 


WITH a much 
depleted squad, 
Tondu under-10s 
travelled east to 
Caerleon to play in 
the Newport High 
School Old Boys 
Tournament. 

The day kicked off 
with a match against 
Croesyceiliog. Tondu 
found it difficult to get 
into the game, as they 
were a little slower to 
the breakdown than the 
Croesy players. 

Tondu improved after 
Croesy got a try, but 
unfortunately time was 
against them and the 
whistle went before they 
could get on the score- 
board. 

Tondu 0 Croesy 5 

The second game 
against the hosts 
NHSOB started brightly 
as Ben Merchant 
grabbed the early score 
that everyone hoped 
would ignite the Tondu 
touch paper. 

However, someone 
forgot to tell NHSOB 
and they came back 
strongly and scored. 

Tondu were then 
kicked into action again 
and after some forays 
into the opposition half, 
Ben Merchant took the 
ball wide on an arcing 
run to round the defence 
and score his second, the 
winning try. 

Tondu 10 NHSOB 5 

Third up were RTB 
Ebbw Vale. This game 
did not start too well for 
Tondu, as they allowed 
the Ebbw Vale forwards 
to run the ball and, 
despite some desperate 
attempts, they were 
unable to stop the for¬ 
ward momentum. This 
pressure allowed the 


opening score to fall to 
Ebbw Vale. 

It took some very 
strong and determined 
running from Shannon 
Price to level the game 
as she crossed the line. 

Despite some good 
attacking play, the Ebbw 
Vale defence was up to 
the job and no further 
tries were scored. 

Tondu 5 RTB Ebbw 
Vale 5 

The fourth game 
for Tondu was against St 
Juliens, another team 
new to the Tondu young¬ 
sters. A more confident 
Tondu side took the field 
and this showed as 
Garryn Thomas crossed 
to open the scoring. 

However, the game 
plan from Tondu went a 
little off the boil as calls 
were not quite complet¬ 
ed and this eased the 
pressure on St Juliens. 

Eventually, Tondu 
came away with another 
try as Ben Merchant 
again used his pace to go 
over in the corner. 

Tondu 10 St Juliens 0 

Next came the local 
derby that always hap¬ 
pens at these events, as 
Tondu took the field 
against Bridgend 
Athletic. Some very 
good defence from 
Megan Flaherty, forcing 
their very quick winger 
to go the long way 
around, kept the score in 
this match low. 

However, despite 
some courageous 
defence it was Bridgend 
Athletic who opened the 
scoring. They were 
very aware of the Ben 
Merchant threat and 
tracked him well from 
every set piece. 

Tondu did make some 
inroads into the opposi¬ 
tion half, but the score 


just never came. The 
game ended with 
Bridgend Athletic scor¬ 
ing a second try. 

Tondu 0 Bridgend 
Athletic 10 

The final game 
for Tondu was against 
Penallta. The backs 
really showed their 
worth as the first score 
went to Josh Evans. 

Unfortunately, Tondu 
let their guard down 
from the restart and 
allowed the Penallta for¬ 
wards to get up steam 
and run straight through 
to tie the scores. 

Ben Merchant got 
Tondu back ahead with 
another show of pace 
and determination, but 
Tondu again let Penallta 
back into the game, 
although it looked for 
the entire Tondu world 
that Callum Booton had 
picked up the scorer and 
dislodged the ball before 
it could be grounded. 

Luckily for Tondu, 
Jamie Richards decided 
that he could also show 
his pace and took the 
ball on a looping run to 
get the winning score. 
Tondu 15 Penallta 10 

Tondu ended the day 
with a very respectable 
third place in the under- 
10s age group. 

Tondu squad: Ben 
Merchant, Megan 
Flaherty, Shannon Price, 
Garryn Thomas, Callum 
Booton, James Mayne, 
Morgan David, Iwan 
Knight, Ryan Kershaw, 
Jack Llewellyn, Eleri 
Knight, Jamie Richards 
and Josh Evans. Josh 
Davies, loan Thomas, 
Taylor Lloyd, Jordan 
Morgan and Morgan- 
Owen Evans were 
unable to make it on the 
day. 

JK 


AN IRISH TOUR AND 
TOURNAMENT FOR 
THE BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC UNDER-13s 



ABOVE: The touring team that visited Waterford and Wexford. 



ABOVE: Some of the players and parents at the Royal Dublin Showground 
prior to the Leinster Ospreys game. 


THE season ended on a 
high note for the Bridgend 
Athletic under-13s when, 
following their trip to Italy 
the previous season, 48 
players and parents trav¬ 
elled to Ireland for their 
end-of-season rugby tour. 

The five-day trip saw the tour 
party take in the Ospreys v 
Leinster game in Dublin on the 
Friday evening. That was fol¬ 
lowed by two fixtures in the south 
of Ireland against Waterpark RFC 
(Waterford) and Wexford 
Wanderers RFC. It was a huge 
success and enjoyed by all. 

The Saturday fixture at 
Waterpark saw the boys play some 
outstanding running rugby, 
spreading the ball at every oppor¬ 
tunity, with all players displaying 
quality handling skills and deter¬ 
mination to defeat their opponents 
67-0. 

The game on Sunday was a 
tougher affair. The boys were still 
bruised from playing the previous 
day on the hard ground, but dig¬ 
ging deep and showing true grit, 
they ground out a fantastic 47-21 
win against last year’s Leinster 
under-12 regional champions. 

The hospitality shown by our 
hosts was excellent and many new 
friendships were made. It was 
always going to be difficult to bet¬ 
ter the Italy trip, but this tour was 
special in so many similar ways. 

Thanks must go to the Angela 
Bennett (team manager) for organ¬ 
ising such a great weekend. The 
team would like to thank the many 
people who made the trip possible, 
especially the parents, who 
worked hard fundraising over the 
past six months. 

End of season 
tournament 

The final under-13s weekend 
saw the Athletic compete in 


their own Tournament at 
Newbridge Fields. 

In an extremely tough competi¬ 
tion, the Ath had to face stem 
opposition. 

All of the 15-minute games 
were eagerly contested and close 
affairs, with any side capable of 
springing an upset on the day. 

First was a strong-running 
Rumney side that went ahead 
early on with a penalty. However, 
two tries from left wing Jack 
Hogan, both converted by Rory 
Nicholls, were enough to seal this 
hard-earned 14-3 opening victory. 

Nantyfyllon gave the Ath a real 
tough test in the second game and 
all was level for some time, until 
the Ath again fed left wing Hogan 
to score and relieve the tension, 
again converted by Nicholls for a 
7-0 victory. 

Pelenna were the Ath’s next 
opponents. Jack Hogan crossed in 
the corner early on, followed by a 
long run in by Reuben Tooze, who 
stretched his legs to score. 

Craig Lewis scored the Ath’s 
third, which sealed victory in a 
physical game. Rory Nicholls con¬ 
verted the final try for a 17-0 win. 

A depleted Waunarllwydd 
squad worked extremely hard for 
one another all day. The Ath for¬ 
wards worked together in contact 
to win possession and Jack Hogan 
crossed for the first score. 

The game was over when Rory 
Nicholls scored and converted his 
own try for the Ath to win 12-0. 

Cowbridge had been defeated 
by Rumney in their fixture, but 
had gained a valuable losing 
bonus point, as well as picking up 
a four-try bonus point against 
Pelenna. A win or draw would be 
enough for the Athletic to win the 
tournament, with Cowbridge 
needing victory to take the spoils. 

All was set up nicely as the Ath 
warmed up, knowing they had a 
tough battle ahead against a phys¬ 


ically imposing Cowbridge team. 

In an epic game, Cowbridge 
looked dangerous every time they 
had ball in hand, and the home 
team tackled manfully to stem the 
flow. The Ath had their own 
chances as they broke into the 
opposition scoring zone, but the 
Cowbridge defence was equally 
heroic on the day. 

It was going right down to the 
wire as Cowbridge broke the gain 
line and forced their way into the 
Ath 22 after 12 minutes play in the 
15-minute game. 

The pressure was starting to tell 
as Cowbridge enjoyed the lion’s 
share of possession and, from an 
attacking scmm on the Ath’s five- 
metre line, the ball was popped up 
to the Cowbridge No 8, who bull¬ 
dozed his way over, despite a 
number of desperate attempts to 
take him to ground. 

The conversion was good from 
wide out and despite a late rally 
from the Ath boys, time ran out for 
them and it was Cowbridge who 
would win the tournament by the 
narrowest of margins on the day. 

The Athletic were congratulat¬ 
ed by their coaches for finishing 
runners-up in a competition which 
had been hard fought and compet¬ 
itive throughout, and played in the 
best of spirits by every team. 

It has been a tough year for the 
Ath boys, who have had to play 
against some very large physical 
teams, but the skills levels and 
team spirit that the boys have 
shown will certainly stand them in 
good stead for their future togeth¬ 
er. 

If you are under 14 years old on 
or after September 1, 2010, you 
are eligible to play under-14s 
rugby next season. Anyone inter¬ 
ested in joining should contact 
07967 021865for more details or 
visit the website 

www.bridgendathleticrfc.com 

TB 
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Bridgend’s Blue Bulls 
are just pipped in final 

HOSTS Valley 
Cougars retained 
the sixth annual 
Scott McRorie 
Nines Trophy after 
beating Bridgend 
Blue Bulls 16-10 in 
the final. 

Six teams took part in 
the tournament, held in 
memory of former Wales 
under-18 international 
Scott McRorie, who died 
six years ago, almost to 
the day. 

Newport Titans, 

Torfaen Tigers and the 
Cardiff Demons madeup 
pool one and the Valley 
Cougars, Bridgend Blue 
Bulls and Tydfil Wildcats 
were in pool two. 

Cardiff Demons domi¬ 
nated pool one and to finish top. The match all three conversions. David fell perfectly for 
opened with a 10-4 win to decide who joined In reply Newport Huw Rosser, who scored 

over the Titans, before them in the semis almost scored twice via Scott in the corner to make it 

beating the Tigers 18-10. resulted in a shock win Bessant and John 10-4. 

Newport then had a nar- f or the Merthyr team, Lavender but it was not Steven John came 
over w h 0 led until the final enough. within inches of scoring 

the seconds when a excellent Shaun Owens was the early on in the second 
pass from Gareth David star of the second semi- half before David James 
The opening game in found Gareth Howells, final, scoring a hat-trick almost scored for 
pool two saw a rematch whose try brought the as the Bridgend Blue Bridgend, but the Blue 
of last year’s final, and scores level at 14-14, and Bulls ran out 20-10 win- Bulls eventually pulled 
this game ended in an the Blue Bulls went ners against Cardiff level when Gareth 

exciting 22-18 win for though on points differ- Demons. Bridgend’s Howells charged after a 

the Cougars _ over e nce. fourth try came from 17- Mark Orpin break, and 

In the first semi-final, year-old Huw Rosser, Gareth David converted 



ABOVE: The Valley Cougars celebrate their win. 

Picture by Ian Lovell 


row 22-20 win 
Torfaen to claim 
other semi final spot. 


Bridgend, with Dafydd 


Hellard scoring the deci- the Cougars led through- who had a great tourna- to make it 10-10. 


sive try. 

The Cougars 
picked up a 28-12 win 


over the Tydfil Wildcats p au i Emanuelli kicking 


PENCOED under- 
12s travelled to 
Pen-y-Fai for an 
important mid 
week game, need¬ 
ing one point to win 
the league. 

Pen-y-Fai started the 
stronger and scored 
within five minutes. 
Pencoed switched on 
and started playing some 
fine football and Jacob 
Lloyd hit a lovely strike 
to level. 

Pencoed went from 
strength to strength after 
their first goal and kept 
the pressure on. 

Jordan Burrows was 
next to score with a well- 
taken goal, and Jacob 
Lloyd grabbed his sec¬ 
ond goal for a half-time 
score of Pencoed 3, 
Pen-y-fai 1. 

Pencoed started the 
second half as they fin¬ 
ished the first and Jacob 
Lloyd soon had his hat- 
trick with a well-worked 
goal. 

Pencoed were playing 
some brilliant football, 
with everyone working 
hard. Jordan Burrows 
scored the fifth with a 
brilliant strike. Pencoed 
made changes, but still 
kept the pressure on and 
two minutes from time, 
Lewis Butler netted a 
sixth. 

Pencoed were 

crowned league winners. 
A special thank you must 
go to Billy Butler for the 
time and commitment 
given to the boys. 

Pencoed still have two 
cup finals to play, so 


out thanks to tries from ment, while Gareth Then, with just two 
then Steve Bray, Mark Powell David and Owens each minutes left, clever play 

and Rhodri Morris, with added kicks. from Mark Powell result- 

All the Cardiff points ed in a score from Steven 

were scored by Chris Williams, with 

Holcombe who nabbed Emanuelli again convert- 

two tries and kicked a ing to give his side a 16- 

goal. 10 lead. 

The final then saw the The Blue Bulls rallied 
Cougars and the Blue at the end and Dave 
Bulls go head to head Norman almost broke 
again, and the hosts took free in the dying seconds, 
an early lead with tries but he just failed to hold 
from James Allen and on to the ball and the 
Mark Powell, with Cougars deservedly lift- 
Emanuelli kicking a goal, ed the trophy for the sec- 
Just before the break ond year running, 
though, a great cross SIMON GREEN 

field kick from Gareth 


Pencoed stay 
undefeated in 
league action 


good luck boys and well 
done. 

MAESTEG 

PARK 

Pencoed under-12s 
welcomed Maesteg Park 
in this mid-week fixture. 
Pencoed had won the 
league but wanted to 
keep their unbeaten 
record. 

They started well and 
pressured Maesteg 
straight away. Jordan 
Burrows was first on the 
score sheet with a fine 
goal, and Lewis Butler 
was next to give 
Pencoed a 2-0 lead. 

Maesteg found it hard 
to get possession, but 
had a chance when 
Pencoed conceded a 
penalty. However, the 
ball was driven just 
wide of the goal. 

Jordan Burrows got 
his second with a well- 
worked goal and minutes 
later his hat-trick, giving 
Pencoed a 4-0 lead, 

Pencoed were on fire 
now and Dylan Barratt 
hit a fine strike for a 5-0 
lead at half time. 

Pencoed made 

changes but scored again 
two minutes into the sec¬ 
ond half through Connor 
Goldsworthy. Jordan 
Burrows was next to 
score with another good 
shot, and Connor struck 
twice to get his hat-trick. 

Pencoed couldn’t put 
a foot wrong and Kieran 
Heath was next to score, 
followed by Mason 
Roach and Lewis Butler 
for a 12-0 win. 

CG 


Wick RFC lift 
the league title 

WICK has had a side in the RFU. 
nail biting couple of Normally running four 
weeks, waiting to si ^ s ; s * mg - 

see if the club would xhe flrst 20 minutes 
finish as champions, proved to be hard fought, 
With a few teams with strong tackling 
already at summer camp coming in from both 
and with fixtures unable sides. Over the next 60 
to be fulfilled, the district minutes, the tourists cut 
committee recognised loose with open running 
that Wick couldn’t be rugby, scoring nine tries 
caught and named them to the Crusaders one. 
as Bridgend and District Wick tries were scored 
Division Two winners. by: Morgan Thomas, 
Congratulations go to Tom Lewis, Bryn 
the squad and the coach- McNaughton, Dan 
ing partnership of Paul Powell, John Cooper 
Creed and John Birkett, (captain), William Cook, 
who have worked tire- and three by this season’s 
lessly this season, only top scorer, Mike Sims, 
losing one league game Final Score: Dings 
by one point. Crusaders 5 Wick 55 

The playing season This season’s presen- 
was rounded off with a tation evening to be held 
convincing tour victory at Corntown Cricket 
over Bristol outfit Dings Club on Friday, July 9. 
Crusaders Second XV. Tickets are available by 
The Dings, along with telephoning 
Saracens, are the longest 07976484825. 
continuously running PP 


RIGHT: 
The Tondu 
under-11s 
team, who 
won at 
Newport. 



Tondu’s under-lls enjoy 
their tournament success 


THE Tondu under-11 
squad bagged their second 
tournament victory in 
three weeks, starting with a 
convincing seven tries to nil 
win over the hosts Newport 
HSOB, before beating the 
other Newport based team 
St Joseph’s 2-0. 

They went on to beat 


Croesyceiliog 2-0, before a very 
close game with Rhydyfelin that 
the Waterwheelers won 1-0, 
which set up a brilliant tourna¬ 
ment decider between Tondu and 
Bridgend Athletic. 

Going into the tournament 
decider, neither side had conceded 
a try in the tournament, but as 
Tondu had scored 12 tries so far 
and the Athletic only nine, it 


meant the Ath had to win the final 
match, whereas Tondu would win 
the tournament with a draw. 

The game was a competitive 
affair with almost nothing to call 
between the two teams, but Ben 
Rich went over for Tondu in the 
second half aftr a jinking run to 
break the deadlock and win both 
the match and tournament for 
Tondu. KP 


Bridgend Athletic under-9s 
are on top at Newport HSOB 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic under-9s 
finished their sea¬ 
son at the 
Newport HSOB 
tournament, in a 
pool competition 
consisting of six 
teams. 

The opposition were 
Newport HSOB, Tondu, 
Rhydfelin, St.Julians 
(Newport) and Ebbw 
Vale, and the winner of 
the pool would be 
crowned champions. 

ST JULIANS 

Ath started strong 
and took the game to St 
Julians, attacking from 
everywhere, and they 
were rewarded by five 
tries in the first half, 
with Thomas Anthony, 
Teo Fillis, Daniel 
O’Sullivan, Sam Veasey 
and Connor Fabian all 
scoring. 

The second half was 
no different, with the 
Ath scoring four more 
by Megan Webb (two), 
Thomas Anthony and 
Connor Fabian. 

Final score: Ath 9, 

St Julians 0. Player of 
the match went to 
Daniel O’Sullivan. 

EBBW VALE 

This game turned out 
to be a little tougher, 
and Ebbw managed to 
keep the Ath down to 
two tries in the first half 
- both by Thomas 
Anthony. 

In the second half, 
Ebbw allowed the Ath 
in on two more occa¬ 
sions, with Connor 
Fabian and Daniel 
O’Sullivan crossing. 
Ebbw played hard 
throughout and were 
very unlucky not to 
score. 



ABOVE: 

The victorious Bridgend Athletic under-9 squad. 


Read your GEM online: 

bridgend-today. co. uk 
or porthcawl-today.co.uk 


Final score: Ath 4, 
Ebbw 0. Player of the 
match went Morgan 
Evans. 

RHYDYFELIN 

Rhydfellin were good 
opposition, but the Ath 
proved to be a little too 
strong and managed to 
turn over possession, 
scoring three tries in the 
first half from Thomas 
Anthony, Sam Veasey 
and Connor Fabian. 

Two more Ath tries 
were scored in the sec¬ 
ond half, by Sam 
Veasey and Daniel 
O’Sullivan. Rhydfelin 
never gave up and stuck 
at it all game. 

Final score: Ath 5, 
Rhydfelin 0. Player of 
the match went to 
Daniel Keohane. 
NEWPORT HSOB 

It was time to play 
the hosts and the Ath 
players were looking 
forward to this game. 
They knew this was 
going to be a much 
tougher match, but they 
were up for it. 

Newport started off 
strong but the Ath man¬ 
aged to break them 
down by scoring two 


first-half tries from 
Thomas Anthony and 
Daniel O’Sullivan. 

In the second half, 
another two tries were 
scored, one by Connor 
Fabian for the Ath and 
the other (the first try to 
be scored against the 
Ath), a consolation try 
for Newport. 

Final score: Ath 3, 
Newport HSOB 1. 
Player of the match 
went to Ffion Revil. 

TONDU 

This was another 
tough encounter against 
local rivals Tondu. As in 
the previous game, 
Tondu came out strong, 
as they needed a win to 
be in with any chance 
of taking the title. 

The Ath hit Tondu 
with two good tries, 
from Megan Webb and 
Daniel O’Sullivan. Ath 
came out in the second 
half and hit Tondu hard 
in all areas of the field. 

Then, from out of 
nowhere, the Ath play¬ 
ers had a lapse and 
Tondu took advantage, 
scoring in the comer 
from an interception. 

This hurt the Ath 
players but they stepped 


up another few gears 
and Connor Fabian and 
Josh Tidy crossed the 
try line. 

Final score Ath 4, 
Tondu 1. Player of the 
match went to Megan 
Webb. 

Bridgend Athletic 
under-9s were crowned 
CHAMPIONS! 

Squad: Gwilym 
John(captain), Morgan 
Evans, Thomas Anthony, 
Daniel Keohane, Jack 
Obbard, Josh Tidy, 
Fionn Revil, Teo Fillis, 
Tomas Reed, Connor 
Fabain, Megan Webb, 
Kasari Mehta, William 
Goodall, Sam Veasey, 
Jamie Marshall and 
Daniel O’Sullivan. 

All the players took 
part and played really 
well. 

What a fantastic sea¬ 
son we have had and 
many thanks to all our 
opponents, both in the 
fixtures and tourna¬ 
ments and a huge thank 
you to all involved with 
Bridgend Athletic 
under-9s, this season. 

Bring on next season; 
come on the under-10s! 

PO 
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■ Watch tho World 
Cup in Superb HD 
thi* Summer" 



> Domtsta: A CommtroH 

> C**cm rlt For Gupa 

> 24 Hour 7 Ctty* Sorbet 
• 12 Wti-lfi CuvotIm 

1 frgrtaf f rim Am A.^u*rt*d 



FREE ESTIMATES 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


Digital Aerial & f 
Satellite Services 


• Estabished 1980 • Registered digital installers 

• Digital switch over specialists 


Digital aerials. Sky Plus or Sky HD installed, 
repaired or adjusted at competitive prices, 
with discounts for OAPs 


For a free estimate, advice, or any -i y ; / > 

service, call Colin Williams on Diglial|_VJ 

FREEPHONE 0800 317536 


• Ctyte Smitixrrm 

• RDl Apprcvwd ltwUi«r« 

• Pufrrej V*»l Wn^ti A HK3tt«r Catte ScVTOtet 




01446 439 306 


01656 349 281 


Mm 


LIMITED OFFER 

• Sky ♦ HD Systems FREE with No HD S«it»cri|rtten 0Ly . 

• EXISTING Sky cwfttomvr npyr«6n| lo Sky ♦ £159.00 

• FREE Sky ♦ HD Son for •nfetetf imI ntw custrmrn / X 

taking ourt ttiok first Sky ♦ HO packagt 

www.ooevisionltd.co.uk 




Architectural 
Plans Drawn 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

* Poor Reception Fixed 
< OAP Discounts 

* Additional TV Points 

* Digital Aerial Installations 


VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALIST 

Freeview & Freesat specialist 
Sky & Freesat HD systems installed 
LCD & Plasma wall brackets supplied & fitted 

Tel: Tim on 01440 793189 • 
OIII llO 6399 anytime 

Competitive prices • Free Estimates • 7 Day Service 

COVERING ALL AREAS 



• Extensions __ _ _ , __ 

• Loft Conversions • Additional TV Points 

•Garages etc Digital Aerial Installations 

Competitive rates, F.ee htomeyisits 

help & advice given. * Freesat Installations 

Free onsite survey. LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 
Tel: Dave on 

07759 3134884 Call us on 01446 439125 

planspeople@aol.com 




solar create the mood... 


30% OFF 
SPRING 
SPECIALS 


MEGARAY AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 


(over 38 years experience). 

WE INSTALL ALL TYPES OF J 

DIGITAL EQUIPMENT: Rillim-wH 

FreeSat HD, FreeView boxes, PVRs, 
Digital Aerials at competitive prices. 
Sky+HD Free & Free Fitting - HD subscription not required 


Tel: 0800 980 4181 • 07966 283002 


C 6 

FIRST CLASS 
ARTEXING 

All patterns available, 
also coving and paper 
hanging service. 

Free estimates 
Tel: Mark 
01656 744966 
Mobile: 07788 738074 


South Wales 
Accountancy & 
Taxation Ltd 


For all your business 
accounting needs, 
including tax, VAT, 
payroll & start ups. 


Tel. Brian 

07790 918162 


IS. 


B 




BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
WINDOW FILM 

@ DAYTONA 


BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
I WINDOW FILM 


® 01446 740842 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, Palmerston Road, BARRY 

SOI656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ‘monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

(interest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 



BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


EVERY BLIND NOW 

HALF PRICE 


• Our Spin Sate list Qtf letter • We rrea>jre and tit tor FREE 


MX Vlnbtit • ALL Mi/. Mt • ALL lilm • ALL IMma ♦ Ui 


f u (Hi tmnwif uu 

0800 916 6563 

iMifMl IM»V mU li t «JO —tbtiat 
v«mhllarYiJC«.ak 


Hillarys 


dtaKal|V] TVAERIAL& 

5 - 1 SATELLITE SERVICES 

ft!MM gmz 

REGISTERED INSTALLER 

Reg.No 18264754 

Sky dish fully installed £45 

(Inclusive of parts & labour) 

Aerials from £40 
Repairs from £25 
25 if ears wpes-mce, 

www.tvaerialandsatelliteservices.co.uk 


& 

HA 


WQ 


Tel: 07778 737161 


tooaO [Maim] 

Digital Aerials 
* Repairs & Upgrades 
% Local Engineer 
^ Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

Barry 01446 439124 
07818 413 451 " 

www.theaerialman.tv 



illliJils Hjjd Dili* kilns 


VALE BLINDStwatesiuo, 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 




DON’T MOVE EXTEND!! 


GRABit 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

GROUND WORK, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS 

327a Vale Enterprise Centre, Hayes Road, Sully 

Many design and build packages available from that small 
extension to the larger one which makes your house a 
dream home. 

Driveways/ Footpaths/Patios/Garden Walls 
Insurance RepairWork - No job too big or small 

MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE 
@ £200 PER DAY +VAT 

18 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £140 per load 
14 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £120 per load 
1-7 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £80 per load 

+ VAT on all prices 

From repair work to complete construction. For friendly 
advice and a free quotation phone Wendy or Byron on: 

SULLY 01446 700535 

EMAIL: wendy@grab-it.org 


C. ANDERSON 

(BARRY) LTD 


Est1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 


DAVID KAY 
PLASTERING 

Internal/External 

Skimming over Artex 
12ft x 6ft only £89 

Insurance approved 

Fully Insured, Coving, 
Tiling, Painting, 

Repointing 
Damp Proofing 

01446 732946 
07921 439749 


AJ Martin & Sons 

LOFT 

CONVERSION 

SPECIALIST 

35 years experience 

Call Alan on 
01446 721802 




MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

• Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
gg£& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 
or 07760 617915 


CONSTRUCTION 

Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01656 674009 
M: 07815 730480 
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LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME FOR SPRING & SUMMER? 

Visit our brand new showroom now 
open in Bridgend 7 days a week 




Home Master Plus 

Carpet & Oven Cleaning 


“VJe Guarantee to beat any quote” 

Carpets cleaned from £25 
Ovens cleaned from £45 



m fll Debit/Credit Cards accepted 

W W Freephone 0800 0432 790 


www.homemasterplus.co.uk 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 



Order your new 
windows to be 
fitted in May 
and get FREE 
Vertical Blinds 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £4,500 
ALL IN 


FREE QUOTATIONS 
Showrooms open 
Saturday & Sunday 

All conservatories ordered by 
May 3 I st come with FREE 
tiling and underfloor heating 
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 



Our energy 
efficient 
windows and 
doors could 
save you up to 

£195.00 

off your 
heating bills 


Bevelled Front Doors £499 

if ordered in May 

■ Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

* 6 Windows fitted from £ 1495 

* Doors fitted from £399 

* Conservatories from £3495 


jQ| Jf If its wood- 
we're very 

CARPENTRY 9°°d! 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


DIALA 

CARPENTER 


OVER20 YRSEXP. 


07788 455656 
01446 719500 


VfiLE CARPETS 

*7de (Zanfiet Sdofi 
t/uzt corner fo you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 812788 

www.mpnwindows.co.uk 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 

Local Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


B IL'I-M'.'IiUM-M-I A 
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Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


EBB 


Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 





AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


Lost your data? 

Call 

ACM Computing 

on 07514 315188 

25 years experience. 


No fix, no fee. 



Computer Problems? 


zrystal-It 

tnwicojl * ***rrnUl *cn 


■fh*CTT4aMUn.«fc • 

Home visits 

Evenings and weekends available 

01446 700885 

Computet HELP wtten you need IT 


r***g<r 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ tDomestic and 
Commercial 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

_ , , ^ __ __ /Free ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 ^cbwtatwm 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


/STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


V_ 07 


Ray Price 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

S 01656 864482 


|D.GULUVER“ C E* I 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
4 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
• Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07800 652608 


Internal 
<5 External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
|y Coving. 
Fully qualified. 

4 446 795520 
07891 768151 


1 I ■ I PAINTING & 
k ■ I DECORATING 

services 

Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. 
Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. 

All insurance work 
undertaken. 

FULLY INSURED 
01446 772702 
07505 979078 
Weekend calls welcome 
www.nhdecorating.co.uk 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
Dot, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 


Specialists in TOct 

all aspects of 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403 W 
07966 025287 

www.bridgendwindows.co.uk 



For all your glass and 
glazing requirements 


All 

supplied & fitted, 
misted units replaced 

Also Mirrors • Shelves 
& Safety Glass supplied 

Call 07836 629973 
or 01446 744506 


I COLES 
1 SERVICES 
I LTD 

ID&R&* 

■FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


ABACUS 


PYC SPECIALISTS 


NOW 
APPROVED 


$ 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

, 0791 808 48 80 . 


1 d ska jjjflir/ijii Yp mA m 


1st CALL 

Locksmith & Carpentry Services 

Reliable, Trustworthy and Efficient 


NO CALL OUT CHARGE. Established 1996. 

Tel. 01446 743193 
Mobile: 07825 566626 (24 hours) 

All operatives are police checked with ID cards. 
Accredited members of National Network of Approved Locksmiths 

www.nnal.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ' 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


Glamorgan 
GEM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 
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Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 
I I Installer 

1 1 Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 


LAING 


SERVICING 


Domestic, 


Service centre for most 


Commercial, 


leading makes of TV, Video, 


Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 


Hi-Fi & Camcorders. 


Design, Installation, Maintenance 


Installations carried out. 


N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 


Tel: (01656) 654156 


Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 


or 07792 887835 


Mobile 07980 712777 


i - lignin xx 


I Washing Machines Electric 
J Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

T^l M //C. TTO/i/tC ■ National Inspection Council for 

Id U144D / /24DO S Electrical Installation Contracting 

01446 792468 H«B5 EBBS 

07885 347642 I Approved Contractor 


/in a GARAGE 

(2|K door 

SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


EjSJ£5 


Call 01446 774484 

Use The GEM 

to promote your business 
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Garden & AA 
Property 
Maintenance 

For your property and garden needs 

• Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 

• Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 

• Lawns Laid & Cut • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 

• Power Washing & Garden Clearance 
Sensible free quotes, OAP discounts, 
Fully Insured/References 


Call Nathan 

01446 773935 or 07773 992704 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
• Play Houses 9 Log Cabins 


Ashdown Sheds 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds Garages • 
Show Jumps • Hay stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 



r>; GARDEN & 
l ^LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 
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ESS 






ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


JMC Rya 

Poo fine 


an St Son 


From Emtimato* 

SImtktg an* TTHng 
uPVC Gmttaring / Fasdas 
Cbfamay Repair* 

Load VaNvyi / ftaahtng* 
Flat Roofing SpadaMsts 


Q 


Landscaping UOO Mouse 
& Carpentry n UO Garden Se 


Garden Services 


Complete Garden Services \ 

FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES ' 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


LAWNS.HEDGES.DECKING 
FENCING. PATIOS. PAVING 

Portfolio Available 


Contact Tony on 

07546 086716/01446 750698 


S Middleton & Son 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

We cover all aspects of roofing including 
a 24 hour emergency call out service 

□ Slating □ uPVC Fascia’s & Guttering 
□ Tiling □ EPDM Rubberised Flat Roofing 

20 year guarantee and 50 year life expectancy 

Tel: 01656 720551 or 07973 488806 anytime 
www. smiddletonroofingspecialists. co. uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


FLAT ROOFING 

South Wales' leading supplier 
& installer of EPDM rubber. 

Tel: 01656 728793 or 
24hrs 07790 823525 


Promote your business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth to Porthcawl 
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Horticultural cf?i m 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 


(@Husqvama 

UbliOMkn 


Bridge 

Me 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Jhjjjyj"3jJ Idyyear's 


Promote your business with 

The GEN 

reaching Penarth to Porthcawl 


The 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel 01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07765377263 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist s A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

(after 6pm) (anytime) 
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Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


Dr, 


22 years of trading 

ROOFING 

All aspects of Roofing & UPVC 

Check out our prices @ www.cfrroofing.co.uk 
Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 

01446 775145 


Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


C 


Call 0 1446 -7-74484 

Use Time OEM 

to promote your business 


) 


W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

Pembroke House, g fe 

■ne^Ioplb College Street w 


< 


TIED Plastering 
ill I Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Tel. 01656 729655 
07915 390029 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

07815 097994 24hrs,or 01446732167 

I Combination Boiler 
' Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

Boiler Breakdowns • Central Heating 
Installations • Cookers • Bathroom Suites 

• Showers • Towel Radiators 

• Free landlord/homeowner 
Safety Certificate with every service 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 
Fast, Friendly Service ^ 



PLASTERING 

Specialist 


Multi-Finish 

Plastering, Painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Coving & Artexing, 
Tiling 

Local Authority Approved 

01446 402620 
k 07833 205094 . 


EVANS 

Plastering & Tiling 

ALL INTERNAL & 
EXTERNAL RENDERING 
All internal plastering... 

ceilings, dry lining and walls, 
coving and small buildwork 

Tel. 01446 406 191 
Mobile: 07875 703723 


M & R 

Heating & Plumbing 

All aspects of Plumbing work 
undertaken. Boiler Installations, 
Gas Fires & Cookers, 

Bathroom Suites & tiling 

07861 294529 
101446401203 


24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


J-'JUjjjJajnr) 3yj-visas 

J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED < 


All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 
Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

Wall mounted WC’s sinks etc 
Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
Plastering • Electrical 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Sensible rates and costs 
Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 

Celtic Plumbing 
and Heating ^ 

Corgi registered gas installers 
All aspects of plumbing and 
heating work undertaken. 

01446 732145 
k 07973 785 339 
07956 887 536 



DC'Phtmfaiij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
^IDm > 

itatt* tm**»*§» 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503: 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



G. J. GILL 

Your local Plumber 

• Plumbing Repairs • Additional Radiators 

• Bathrooms & Tiling • No Job too small 

• ESTIMATES FREE • 

Tel: (029 20) 513742 Dinas Powys 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 



S.M.Vaughan 


HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 


A 


1 Boiler Installation Specialists 
’ Servicing • Bathroom Installation 
1 Gas Safety Certification 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


A 


Warmnte Central Heating 

«r« 3 v efTtoert hmng V hot 

INSTALLATION • SERVICING • BREAKDOWNS • CERTIFICATION 

NO Call out charge 
FREE 3 year guarantee on new boilers 
NO hidden extras, prices upfront 
FREE estimates and advice 
NO job to small 

FREE power flush with all new boilers 
NO heating NO problem 

Just Call: 

07870 697133 or 07816 447386 

Email: warmrite@live.co.uk 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
VC A & Tiling 


01446 




794266 




Same Day 

Rubbish Removals 


All types of rubbish 
removed. Houses, Garages, 
Gardens cleared. 
Prices start from only £ 10. 
All areas covered. 


FASTER 8i CHEAPER 
THAN SKIPS 


Contact Steve or Sarah on 

01656 865116 or 
07980 625116 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 
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tracscare are dedicated 
to providing positive 
support to people with 
learning disabilities, 
brain injury and autism 
in homely settings. 

We are currently seeking for our 
care homes in Barry: 

HOME MANAGER GRADE 1 - 

£20.824-£21.824 

The ideal candidate will have proven leadership 
and managerial skills, plus at least two years 
senior experience of working with a similar client 
group. 

Professional qualifications such as RMA/ NVQ 4 
will be an advantage. 

DEPUTY HOME MANAGER - 

£15.818.40-£16.426.80 

The deputy manager will be responsible in 
assisting the manager in the effective running of 
the home and leading the staff team in the Home 
Manager’s absence. 

FULLTIME MALE/FEMALE 

SUPPORT WORKERS 

(£11.193.00-£13.873.60) 

Pay for support worker is dependent upon 
location, contracted hours worked and whether 
applicants hold a relevant NVQ qualification. 



AWELON HEALTHCARE 

based near Llantwit Major and Bridgend 
Urgently require experienced 

Support Workers 

to cover day and night shifts in a residential care 
setting for young adults with learning disabilities. 
Applicants subject to enhanced CRB. 

Contact Louise, Recruitment Officer on 
01446 793544 for an application form. 




SELF STORAGE 

CONTAINER 
HIRE & SALES 

Do you need 
extra space? 

20ft Steel Containers. 
New and used units. 
On site secure storage. 
JO per week 
Easy Access just off J35, M4 

01446 771660/07854 125404 

Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
email: couzens machinery@btconnect.com 





Successful applicants will be subject to an 
enhanced Criminal Records Bureau disclosure 

For an application pack, please contact: 
Pauline Coakley on 02920 553444 
E-mail: Pauline.coakley@tracscare.co.uk 

tracscare is an equal opportunity employer. 

tracscare, PO Box 4, 

Swansea SA1 3YJ 
www.tracscare.co.uk 


Weekend Receptionist 

required for Herbert R Thomas LLP 

The successful candidate should be both computer 
literate and competent in administrative duties. 
You should also have a professional telephone 
manner, excellent receptionist skills and proven 
communication skills. 

Please apply in writing with full Curriculum 
Vitae to: Robert Calcaterra (Partner), 
Herbert R Thomas, 59 High Street, 
Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7YL. 

If you require any further information, 
please call 01446 776390. 

Closing date: Monday May 24, 2010. 


Small Starter 
Units For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813134123 

Reasonable rates 


Offices To Let 

Flexible terms. 322 sqft. 

Penny Lane, 
Cowbridge 

Please contact: 

S Andrews & Son 

Tel: 01446 774712 

E-Mail: 

sarah.smith@saspproperties.co.uk 


Part-Time 

Optical 

Receptionist 

No previous experience 
required, just a friendly, 
welcoming personality 
and a good sense of 
humour. 

Full training will be 
given. For details and 
an application form, 
contact 

Chris Williams 
Optometrist, 
Llantwit Major 


THE RED LION 
BONVILSTON 

requires a 

FULL TIME 

CHEF 

Must have own 
transport. 
Competitive salary. 
Experience required. 

Tel: 01446 781208 


FOR SALE/TO LET 

West Ceffyl 

Broughton Road, 
Wick, Vale of 
Glamorgan 
£289,000/ 

£720 per 
calendar month 
Detached three 
bedroom property. 
Subject to agricultural 
occupancy condition. 
Contact: Philip Thomas of 
Herbert R Thomas LLP. 
Tel: 01446 776370. 
E-Mail: 

philipthomas @hrt. com 




TOLCT 

HARRY 

TOWN CENTRE 
ROOMS TO LET 

From £55 per week. 
DSS accepted. 

Tel: 07896 013563 


FOUND 

on Aberthin Road, Cowbridge 
(nr Comprehensive School) 

BLACK FLUFFY, 
FEMALE CAT 

wearing a pink collar with 
diamantes. 

Please contact 
West Farm Veterinary Clinic 
on 01446 774016 


Send in your 
Birthday, 
Anniversary or 
Congratulatory 
Message. 

It costs from as 
little as £20 
plus VAT. Call 

The 

GEM 

on 01446 774484 


TPmibUti© 



GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 


Mr K C Sievewright 

trading as 

KCS Transport Ltd 
c/o Lafarge Cement UK 
Aberthaw Works, 
Barry, CF62 3ZR 

is applying to change an 
existing licence as follows: 

To keep an extra 4 goods 
vehicles at the operating 
centre at: 

Aberthaw Works, 
Barry, CF62 3ZR 
Owners or occupiers of the land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of 
that land would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds LS9 6NF stating then- 
reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the 
same ti me send a copy of then- 
representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A guide to making 
representations is available at 
www.dft.gov.uk/vosa 
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BROOKE 

Audrie 

Peacefully on April 30 at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Audrie of Southerndown. 

Dearly beloved wife of Geoff and much-loved mother 
of Karen, Denise and Roger. An active member of 
Southerndown WI, widely known for her sense of 
humour, her love of nature and her extensive 
botanical knowledge. She is much missed. 
Service at Coychurch Crematorium on May 14 
at 1.45pm. Family flowers only, please. 
Donations, if desired, towards a memorial in 
Dunraven Gardens through the funeral 
directors, JR&NF David at St Brides Major. 




Alice Hopkins 

Peacefully at Llandough Hospital, 
Alice of Baltimore Care Home, Barry, 
previously Westward Rise, Barry. 

Much loved mother of Ian and Leigh, 
resting at AG Adams & Son funeral home until the 
service in the chapel on Friday May 28 at 1.30pm, 
followed by cremation at Glyntaff Crematorium. 
All enquiries to 01446 735400. 




Mary 
PARSONS 

On May 8, peacefully in hospital, Mary, 
of Eastgate, Cowbridge, dearly loved wife of 
the late Ivor, dear mum of Joan and the late 
Jeff and their families. 

Funeral Friday, 21 May, 2.15pm at Mid Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Coychurch, where friends please meet. 

Family flowers only. Donations, if desired, to St 
George Thomas Hospice Care c/o Thomas Brothers, 
Mitson Cottage, Llandough, Cowbridge CF71 7LR. 
Telephone 01446 772669 or 775681. 






r William Madron 

PRICE (Bill) 

Marion, Gareth, Huw and family would like 
to thank all of the many people who have sent 
messages of sympathy at this sad time. 

They should also like to thank all those who attended 
Bill’s funeral on May 4. It was a real tribute to him 
that so many attended. 

Special thanks to the staff of Eryl Surgery and the 
staff of Holme Tower Marie Curie Hospice for theft- 
care during his short illness. 



ScrapMetais 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £3.90 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


BEST CASH 
PRICES given for 
ALL METALS 
& SCRAP 
VEHICLES 

FRAZER METALS, BARRY 

01446 732222 
07895 467000 


SUTT0NS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


CASH-GOLD 

£7.25 per gram-9 carat 
£14.50 per gram -18 carat 

Trade Approved Scales 
Police checked buyer 


Sell your gold in the 
privacy of your own home 


01446 Z1924Z 


OLD GOLD 
PURCHASED 

Broken Jewellery, 
Watch Cases, 
Worn Rings, 
Gold Coins. 
High prices paid. 

Gift Gallery, 

Commercial St, 

Llantwit Major 
Tel: 01446 795454 


Promote your business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth to Porthcawl 


ADVERTISE HERE for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
“The Glamorgan Gem” at 
The Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 

MENS RALEIGH Town 
Country, 21 gears, 
mudguards, rack & pannier 
bags, VGC £50. Tel: 01446 
739399. (20) 

HUSQVARNA Petrol- 
driven ride-on lawnmower 
with a 62cm blade, almost 
new. Absolute bargain 
£450. Tel: 01446 750716. 
( 20 ) 

EXTERNAL DOOR White 
uPVC, part glazed with 
frame and sill £75. Tel: 
01446 774777. (20) 

NEXT LADIES Biker 
boots, 1 tan pair, 1 black 
pair, heel height 2.5ins, 
size 3, as new. Will sell for 
£50 both pairs (cost £80 
each). Bargain. Tel: 
daytime 02920 536785, 
after 6pm 01446 713938. 
( 20 ) 

TV/AUDIO UNIT Solid 
wood from Leekes, 172” 
long x 23” long x 26” high. 
Cost £340, will sell for £150 
ono. Tel: 01446 793350. 
( 20 ) 

TWO PAIRS Cream 
curtains with brown 
pelmets, 10ft x 8ft, and 8ft 
x 8ft £100. Handmade pine 
coffee table £50. Pine nest 
of tables £20. Tel: 01446 
750256. (20) 

FOLDING Transit 
wheelchair (Z-Tec). Folding 
leg rests, lap strap. New, 
never used £70. Tel: 01446 
772954. (20) 

SMALL MAHOGANY 
COTTAGE PIANO (Bell). 
Nice condition, buyer 
collects - £120 ono. 01446 
774268.(19) 

CASACARE ELECTRIC 
BED, excellent condition - 
original price £1800. Sell 
for £325. Buyer collect. 
01443 237413(19) 


REPRODUCTION 
MAHOGANY glazed 
bookcase - £65. Mahogany 
glazed hanging corner wall 
display cupboard - £50. 
Both excellent condition - 
01656 646147. (19) 
LARGE TRADITIONAL 
FLAME effect electric 
stove with remote control. 
Excellent condition, offers 
accepted. Please phone 
01446 751950 to arrange a 
viewing. (19) 

UPRIGHT PIANO £50. Tel: 
01446 781516. (18) 
MAMAS & PAPAS Child’s 
Vento cot/bed, with Lloyd 
Loom inserts and brand 
new high quality mattress. 
Cost £400 with 
instructions, sell £75. Tel: 
01446 771158. (18) 

G A Z C O 
MARLBOROUGH Living 
Flame gas stove, balanced 
flue, medium, black with 
log effect. Cost over £750 
new, sell £250. Inc. flue, 
stone hearth and fitting 
instructions. Tel: 01446 
771158. (18) 

ITALIAN STYLE Antique 
dark wood large table with 
8 (2 carver) navy leather 
chairs, suit large dining 
room or restaurant, VGC 
£300 ono. Ladies’ golf bag 
plus 8 irons and putter £80 
ono. Tel: 01446 794803. 
(17) 

2 CHESTS OF 

DRAWERS Pine effect, 
matching, one large, one 
small (bedside). Both 
three drawers. Excellent 
condition. £40 the pair. 
Individual prices 

considered. Tel: 01446 
796320. (17) 

FIREPLACE Oak 

surround, marble insert 
and hearth and living flame 
fire £175 . 01446 775348. 

(17) 

EXTENDING PINE 
TABLE, four chairs, two 
carvers, excellent 

condition, 18 months old - 
£175ono . 01656 863123. 
(17) 

MAMAS & PAPAS, carry 
cot/pushchair, excellent 
condition - £75ono . 01446 
781458. (17) 

PARKER KNOLL 

(GREEN) 3 SEAT SOFA 

and two armchairs plus 
storage footstool - £150. 
Buyer collects. 01446 
795028. (17) 
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2002 

Vauxhall Vectra 
Estate SRi 150 

2.2 Litre Engine 

Silver, half leather, roof rails, 
towbar, nice alloys and tyres, 
a/c, electric pack, recent timing 
belt, MoT. Great condition. 

No canvassers 
£2,150 ono 

07961 022004 „ 


Mazda 323 

Dark blue/navy. 

5-dr manual. W518 TCY. 
Tax & MOT - 6 months. 

£1,150 ono 
07590 687541 or 
01446 404543 

19 

Toyota Celica 
1.8VVTi 

LIMITED EDITION 
BLUE MODEL 

Black, alloy wheels, spoiler, 
leather seats, air con, 

6-disc CD changer, service 
history, tax & MOT. 

£6,750 ono 
07712 599098 0/g 

Motor Home 

1994 Peugeot Elddis 
Auto quest 270 
Motorhome 

41,000 miles, 4 berth, taxed, 
MOT, 5 speed gear box, 
viewing essential. 

01446 746800 
£7000 19 

Porsche 911 
Targa 1985 

Metallic Bronze, excellent 
bodywork, FSH, 
103,000 miles, new MOT 

£14,500 

01446 771442 and 
07725 812412 

19 

2001 

Nissan Primera 
Sport+ 2.0 
Hatchback 

Full service history, one driver 
from new, high mileage but good 
condition, MOT August 10. 

£750 ono 
01446 773558 18 




Ford Mondeo 
Ghia X 2.5 V6 
Manual 5-Dr 

March 2011 MOT, June 2010 
Tax, good condition for year, 
full leather trim, new tyres. 

£1,450 ono 
07885 619014 20 


S REG 

Alfa Romeo 

Twin Spark, Spyder 
Convertible. 

Metallic Grey, MOT Oct 2010, 
taxed, leather, air con, classic 
summer motoring. 

£1,500 

Tel 0792 211976^ 


Deadline for Motor Cars is 12 noon on Tuesday 
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THE HARSH WIND 
OF REALITY HITS 
THE STAG FIRSTS 


FRESH from their 
122 run victory over 
Upper Rhondda, 
Barry 1st XI cap¬ 
tain, Nathan Baker, 
took his side to pro¬ 
motion contenders, 
Vale CC, knowing 
that a win would 
seriously boost his 
side’s chances of 
launching a promo¬ 
tion bid of their 
own, come the end 
of August. 

The typical Welsh 
weather had returned, 
with the wet and windy 
conditions haunting the 
ground. Baker continued 
his winning luck at the 
toss, choosing to field 
first. 






ABOVE: 

Interim chairman, Martin Baker (left), 
presents (on behalf of Barry Athletic CC) 
a framed club shirt to Mark Barrett. 


Barry began brightly Lee Morgan (64), wasn’t thin on full-time bats- 
as two early wickets fell enough for the Stags, as men, they coped really 
within the first six overs, they slumped to 153 all well with the conditions 
as former chairman, out - claiming just six and the talented attack, 
Peter Hellyar, and James points. consistently scoring runs 

Haswell, worked the new This weekend sees the and rotating the strike, 
ball and caused some Stag 1st XI play two Despite the typical 
serious problems for the matches in the space of Welsh summer condi- 
home side. two days, as they play tions, the Stags continued 

Excellent work in the Cardiff Gymkhana CC at to control the innings and 
fielding, especially from the Barry Oval with knocks from Kieran 
Ian Gadd and Scott (Saturday) and at Davies (32), Jake Griffett 
Malpas, saw some hairy Llanrumney University (31), Scott Hopkins (42) 
moments for the batsmen Fields (Sunday). This and a maiden half-centu- 
as appeals for run-outs could prove to be a piv- ry from Jonathan Phillips 
were heard and turned otal weekend for the (52), the Stags battled to 
down. Stags, as they look to get a competitive score of 

The standard of bowl- their promotion bid back 193-6 
ing was maintained as on track, 
bowlers, Steve Jones and SeCOIldS lose 

caused more problems , Last Saturday saw the i nn i ngs began and 
for the batsmen and if the ^ tu *' n ^ orm f r although the conditions 

dropped catches were Martin Baker, to the side were worsening, Radyr 
taken, Barry would be f s they 0 P^ned their was t e d no time in putting 
chasing down a much jp a § ue cam P ai gn against i mme diate pressure on 
easier target. Despite Rad y r - , fresh fr0 , m an the Stags’ bowling 
that, the vile battled to ™P resslv , e result at attack _ with the score 
an impressive 228-8 Croesycetliog, last week, standing at 59-1 from 

f. _ I hp NTQffC n^VP hppn • - 

from 50 overs. 


from their 50 

overs. 

After the mid-session 
interval, the second 


After the mid-session 
interval, the Stags began 
brightly as opening bats¬ 
men, Lee Morgan and 
Andrew Buckland 


were going to get away 
with a ‘No Result’, after 
the heavens opened and 
the players were forced 


The Stags have been eight overs 
severely weakened this Baker thought his side 
week, due to injuries and 
unavailability in the 
squad. 

Overcast conditions 
fought through the highly aad a weather forecast off the p itch f or some 
talented Vail CC blwl- that could suggest show- time . 
ing attack and the er ® throughout the day But> ^ rain halted for 
bowler-friendly condi- ln fluenced the visiting the remainder of the day 
tions, giving the Stags a captain, as Rad >' 1 ' 'f'," 1 and Radyr raced to the 
steady foundation to die tos * and ejected to tota ] w i t h only 25 overs 
build on for the rest of fta ™ a hat ■ • ■ alter tea. pi a y e d, winning by nine 
the innings. A fine dis- . D c es P lte ^ fact th , at wickets, 
play from former captain, the Sta « s were extremely xhe s 


Barry under- 
11s v Creigiau 
under-lls 


Barry Entertained 
Creigiau at the 
Island Oval, which 
turned out to be a 
good day, once 
again in the runs 
were Sam Hopkins 
& Calvin Fahiya, 
also there was some 
sensible running 
throughout the 
team & with only 
the loss of 4 wkts 
Barry managed a 
respectable 287-4. 

Bowling has become a 
key asset to the Barry 
side & with Sam 
Hopkins, Joel Merrick & 
Lewis Davies all bowling 
a wicket maiden & 


Lawrence Walpole, Rhys 
Woolmer, Tomos 

Hubbard & Evan Wells 
also getting amongst the 
wickets. Fielding wise 
there was also a first time 
behind the stumps for 
both Evan & Rhys & the 
boys showed a clean pair 
of gloves & got in some 
fine practice, both Joshua 
Eady & Lewis Davies 
continuously threw 
themselves around the 
outfield with the latter 
taking a fine overhead 
catch. Creigiau finishing 
on 248 - 8 

Result: Barry won by 
29 runs 

Man of the Match Joel 
‘stump to stump’ Merrick 
2 overs 1 wkt for 0 Runs. 
Well Done Lads 


The Stags will be hop¬ 
ing for better, with a list 
of players back for this 
Saturday’s trip to 
Croesyceiliog, as the 2nd 
XI look to register their 
first win of the season. 

Thirds win 

Skipper, Andy Ellis, 
led his Barry 3rd XI for 
the first time, against title 
favourites, Cardiff CC. 

The new season 
brought a new club 
record, as there were four 
“Dad ‘n’ Son” combina¬ 
tions in line for the Stags. 

A change in captaincy 
brought a change of for¬ 
tune, at the toss, as Ellis 
won the toss and chose to 
field first. 

The innings began in 
emphatic fashion as the 
batsmen wasted no time, 
punishing the bad balls 
and raced to 103-1 from 
only 10 overs. Bowlers, 
David Frost and Callum 
Twomey, suffered a mas¬ 
sive dent in confidence 
after their spells as a 
result. 


This brought the skip¬ 
per’s first decision of the 
match, as Ellis brought 
himself and Ashley 
Baker, on to bowl and 
attempt to clamp down 
on the runs. Thankfully, 
this was the case, as they 
kept the runs down to a 
minimum and took key 
wickets - including the 
prize wicket of Adam 
Markham-Jones (76) and 
the wicket of Dewi 
Preece (33). 

Ellis finished off with 
1-17 from five overs and 
Baker finished with 2-17 
from five overs, bringing 
the Stags back into the 
match. 

The depth of the bowl¬ 
ing attack was evident, as 
Ben Eastman and Pete 
Phillips both took a 
wicket - Phillips claim¬ 
ing his first ever wicket 
at the Barry Oval, after a 
diving catch from Baker, 
at gully. 

An excellent show of 
determination and char¬ 
acter from the Stags saw 
them recover from 103-1 
from 10 overs, to 179 all 
out from 29.4 overs. 

The second innings 
started with a large flour¬ 
ish of runs scored from 
the bat. Andy Ellis began 
brightly along with 
Jonathan Phillips. 

Despite the runs being 
consistently scored, 
wickets were falling at 
regular intervals, with the 
score on 60-3 from 12 
overs. Director of 
Cricket, Peter Phillips, 
threw his notebook in 
disgust as to the manner 
of the wickets falling. 

The Stags needed a 
partnership, and that was 
what they got, when the 
partnership of Ashley 
Baker and Richard 
Eastman stabilised the 
innings and took the 
game to the visitors. 

As a result, Eastman 
and Baker passed the 100 
run partnership and 
Baker reached his first 
competitive half-century. 
The target was in sight, 
when both Baker and 
Eastman fell for knocks 
of 63 and 34 respectively. 

Thankfully, there was 
enough batsmen to carry 
the Stags over the line, 
winning by one wicket 
and claiming their first 
20 points of the season, 
lifting them to the top of 
the table. 

Night to 
remember 

THE STAGS hosted 
their monthly party 
last Saturday, with 
a guest appearance 
from Mark Barrett 
and “Shack”, who 
have provided spon¬ 
sorship for the club 
for many years. 

Interim chairman, 
Martin Baker, paid trib¬ 
ute to the sponsors and 
thanked Mark, especial¬ 
ly, for his contribution to 
the club. Baker also 
thanked those who 
arrived at the party, mak¬ 
ing it a night to remem¬ 
ber. 


‘We are the Champions’, say 

Llantwit Major under-12s 



Local taxi proprietor Andy Brown from Andy cars who recently sponsored the under-12s with 
new training kit. The side would also like to thank sponsors City Group Financial Advisors and 
III Vesuvio for their support. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR under-12 foot- draw with just one game left to play this week. 

bailers have been crowned champions of They were also honoured to represent the Vale 

1 earlier this week and beat a very strong 

the Vale league. Merthyr and District select side at Jenner Park 2- 

They are currently unbeaten with 17 wins and a 0. 


Barry tax 
consultant’s 
big winner 


Spring attracts 
visitors to the 
Brynhill club 


B arry tax 
consultant 
Helen Oakes 
saw her nine-year- 
old chestnut geld¬ 
ing, Synisterdexter, 
land the open maid¬ 
en race at the 
Tredegar Farmers 
Hunt Point-To- 
Point steeplechases 
at Lower Machen 
last Saturday. 

Trained at Merthyr 
Mawr by Jonathan 
Tudor, and ridden by 
Ogmore’s Nick 
Williams, who was 
chalking-up his 101st 
winner between-the 
flags, Synisterdexter, 
who used to be trained 
under Rules at 
Llancarfan by Evan 
Williams, was in a 
handy position through¬ 
out and won by three 
lengths from the fast fin¬ 
ishing Little Miss Monty 
ridden by Emily Farr. 

Synisterdexter is qual¬ 
ified with the 
Llangeinor Hunt and 
another horse from 
Llangeinor to prove suc¬ 
cessful was Simon 
Jones’s Cutlass Silver 
who, under horse dentist 
Jody Sole, took up the 
running two fences from 
home to win by three 
lengths from the Ross 
Harrier invader, Blazing 
Scent. 

Beth Roberts’s 
Chestnut Annie was an 
easy winner of the 
ladies’ open race. 

Regular rider Isabel 
Tompsett made every 
post a winning one and 
came home a distance 
ahead of David’s Day. 

This was their 20th 
consecutive win 
between-the-flags and on 
dismounting Isabel said: 
“She’s back to her best.” 

Another hunter chase 
before the season ends 
could be on the cards for 
this prolific winner who 
seemed to jump better 
the faster she went. 


Mrs Carmen 
Goldsworthy took the 
members’ race for a fifth 
time when her bay mare 
On Oath, under Paul 
Tolman, beat sole rival 
Musical Sleuth by 15 
lengths. She had previ¬ 
ously won this race with 
Polly Pringle (once) and 
Red Neck (three times). 

No-one was more 
surprised when 11-year- 
old Calies Old Vic won 
the men’s open race than 
owner/trainer Robert 
Rowsell. Ridden by John 
Norman, this ex-Irish 
horse, a 16-1 outsider, 
came with a good run 
two fences from the fin¬ 
ish to beat Grey Kid by 
one-and-a-half lengths, 
with the favourite 
Makena, a winner of her 
last four starts, a further 
three lengths away in 
third. 

A delighted Mr 
Rowsell, a former rider 
of note himself, said: 
“He’s useless at home 
and as slow as a boat 
and this win came as a 
real surprise.” 

Mark Jackson, riding 
Doug Lloyd’s Jackson 
Town, won the young 
horse maiden in good 
style, making nearly all 
the running and, despite 
making a mistake three 
jumps from the finish, 
won by two lengths from 
Don’t Be Short ridden by 
young Robbie 
Llewellyn. Trained by 
Paul Davies at 
Bromyard, Jackson 
Town will now go to the 
Ascot Sales next month. 

Although the distance 
of this race was only 
two-and-a-half miles, 
this promising six-year- 
old looks sure to stay 
three miles. 

The South Wales & 
Monmouthshire Annual 
Point-To-Point Dinner 
will be held at the 
Holiday Inn, Newport, on 
July 3. Further details 
from Guy Lewis Tel: 
07778 333779 or Dai 
Jones 07736 553011. 

BRIAN LEE 



Colin and Nick Harkin receiving their prizes 
from captain John Kirkpatrick. 


ON a fine, breezy and occasionally cold 
day Brynhill Golf Club was the host to 
many south Wales club golfers who 
entered the Spring Open. 

Some good scores were recorded in this four 
ball better ball competition, with a dozen or so in 
the 40s. 

Third with 44 points were Andy Chick and 
Richey Jones - second were Tony Hewlett and A 
Williams with the same score but a better back 
nine, with the winners being Colin and Nick 
Harkin with an excellent 45 points. 

Juliet’s football 
skills recognised 

JULIET 
NOTTINGHAM 
who plays for Dinas 
Powys Wolves 
under-8s has man¬ 
aged to play her 
way into the girls’ 
development centre. 

This is a Vale all girls 
centre which trains once 
a week on the astro pitch. 

The girls also get 
released one day a term 
from school for extra ses¬ 
sions. 

Juliet really has come 
on in the last 12 months 
working hard on her con¬ 
trol and passing with 
Dinas Wolves. 


Ladies Tuesday club 

THE Llancarfan Ladies Tuesday Club has 
its next meeting on May 18, in the Village 
Hall at 7.45pm. 

There will be a short Beetle Drive, and there will 
be on view 1930s-40s fashions followed by a ‘hands 
on’ making of a small presentation box. Non-mem¬ 
bers are as always welcome. 
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College athletes 
shine in local 
championships 

~ f ^ * \m * 


BARRY College sport 
and fitness learners 
are celebrating suc¬ 
cess in Cardiff and 
the Vale sporting 
competitions. 

Ayla Phillips (17), 
from Barry, came first in 
the Cardiff Schools 
Senior Cup shot put 
competition, setting a 
new record at 10.29m. 
Ayla also came first in 
the Cardiff Senior 
Interschool 
Championships hammer 
event. 

Jamie Sexton, also 17 
and from Barry, came 
first in the Cardiff 
Senior Interschool 
Championships in the 
100m sprint. 

Meanwhile, 


) 
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mm 


ABOVE: Left to right: Jo Hamonda, 
Jamie Sexton (standing), and Kyle Garrison 
and Ayla Phillips (sitting). 

1,500m, 3,000m, and all four of them are 

javelin, hammer and a credit to Barry 
18-year- triple jump. College.” 

old Jo Hamonda from Sport and fitness lec- 
Cardiff competed well turer Tom Cornelius, 
in the shot put, and Kyle said: “Jamie and Ayla 
Garrison (18) from St will now go on to the 
Athan, took part in an counties championship 
impressive five events in Brecon to represent 
in the Cardiff Senior and Cardiff and Vale schools 
Combined Schools on July 3. They have 
championships - the achieved great results 



1 picture shows, 
left to right, Jackie 
Savage with Cariff 
Princess', Dillwyn 
Thomas holding Cefn 
Fancy', and Denzil 
Jenkins with Tom, May 
1960. Owing to print¬ 
ers’ errors, Cariff 
Princess usually 
appeared on the point- 
to-point racecards as 
Cardiff Princess. 
Picture courtesy of Jane 
Mathias of Llancarfan. 


Bella haze wins again 

BELLA HAZE, owned, bred and trained by 
Peterston-super-Ely farmer Phil Dando, landed 
the £15,209 Toteswinger Betting Handicap 
Hurdle at Uttoxeter last Saturday. 

Well ridden, as usual, by the promising seven- 
pound claimer David Prichard, Bella Haze, who 
just keeps winning, came in at odds of 12-1 to 
the delight of her many followers. 

BL 


Uondow Metals 


IN STOCK: 

Puma, Focus, Mondeo, 
MX5, Morris 1000, Audi A4, 
micra, Peugeot 206, Citroen 
Saxo and many more... 


Tel 01446 792669- 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 




ChipsAway 


Don’t let a scratch on your 
put a dent in your pocket! 

Q««*tf adbto napcn at a Vac? or 

of ondttoml brtr ftop com 2 

• ItfNpOKUlH / £ 

• Pi*!twork KTOUfre* 

• Mlw dtttb 

• Interior trow 

• Small accidental 


» 


car 


\ 


Chips Awa 


• Mot4t 

• Repair* fuHjr guaranteed 

Martin Williams 

Chips Away, Bridgend 

07850 741307 

m arrange Vr 




iviviv. w w vanhire.co.uk 

CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £10 per day 
House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 
Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus Estates) 

People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 
4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 
Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 
9-seat Mini Buses 
Full AA Cover 
Tippers 

VW Transporters 

Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 
Roof Racks Available 
Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 



hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


BASSETTS - BRIDGEND 

OUR USED CAR SELECTION 


• ONE YEAR’S WARRANTY 

• HISTORY AND MILEAGE GUARANTEES 


•TECHNICIAN PREPARATION 
•THESE BENEFITS WORTH OVER £800! 



1 CITROEN Berlingo 1 

06 1,9D 600Kq Enterprise Diesel 

White 

22,115 miles 

£4,995 


071,6i 16V Forte 5dr Estate 

Red 

37485 miles 

£6,495 

07 1,9D Forte 5dr Dsl Estate 

Beige 

59280 miles 

£3,995 

1 CITROEN C-Crosser » 

59 2.2 HDi Exc 5dr Auto DCS Estate Black 

800 miles 

£23,995 

CITROEN Cl » 

071,0i Vibe 3ar Hatch 

Yellow 40400 miles 

£5,495 

CITROEN C2 

58 1,6i 16v Code 3dr Hatch Sp Eds 

Grey 

16000 miles 

£7,995 

08 1.1 i Cool 3dr Hatch Sp Eds 

Silver 

25200 miles 

£6,995 

07 1.1 i Design 3dr Hatch 

Silver 

51593 miles 

£4,995 

57 1.6i 16v by LOEB 3dr Hatch Sp Eds 

Red 

14544 miles 

£6,995 

CITROEN C3 1 

07 1.6i16VSX5dr Auto Hatch 

Red 

35162 miles 

£6,995 

07 1,4i 16v Exclusive 5dr Hatch 

Grey 

17444 miles 

£5,995 

05 1,4i Desire 5dr Hatch Special Edition 

Grey 

45000 miles 

£4,995 

05 1.6 HDi 16V Exc 5dr Diesel Hatch 

Blue 

56500 miles 

£5,995 

08 1,4i Rhythm 5dr Hatch 

Blue 

12091 miles 

£7,995 

07 l.li Airplay+5dr Hatch Special Edition Silver 

13500 miles 

£5,495 

08 1.4 HDi Cachet 5dr Hatch Sp Edition 

Grey 

15500 miles 

£8,495 

08 1.4 HDi Cachet 5dr Hatch Sp Edition 

Grey 

29617 miles 

£7,995 

09 1.4i 16V Exclusive 5dr Hatch 

Red 

5,000 miles 

£8,995 

09 1,4i Desire 5dr Hatch Special Edition 

Silver 

16500 miles 

£6,495 

59 1.4i VTR 5dr Hatch 

Black 

2543 miles 

£8,995 

59 1.4 VTi 16V Exclusive 5dr Hatch HUEJBlue 

1645 miles 

£12,995 

05 1.6 HDi 16VSX5dr Diesel Hatch 

Blue 

35000 miles 

£5,995 

CITROEN C4 I 


Black 

Blue 

Blue 

Grey 


32489 miles £6,995 

32661 miles £6,995 

2967 miles £12,995 

7995 miles £7,995 


07 1.6il6VSX5dr Auto Hatch 
07 1.6i 16VSX 5dr Hatch 
09 1,6i 16V THP VTS 3dr Coupe 
07 1.6i 16VVTR Plus 3dr Coupe 


CITROEN C4 GRAND PICASSO 


58 1.6HDi 16VVTR Plus 5dr Diesel Estate 
07 2.0i 16V VTR Plus 5dr EGS Estate 
07 1.8i 16V VTR Plus 5dr Estate 
07 1.8i 16V VTR Plus 5dr Estate 
07 2.0i 16V VTR Plus 5dr EGS Estate 


CITROEN C4 PICASSO 


07 2.0HDi 16v VTR Plus 5dr [5 Seat] Diesel Estate Beige 13000 miles £12,495 


Grey 19441 miles 
Mauve 21520 miles 
Silver 21500 miles 
Blue 15356 miles 
Brown 37462 miles 


£13,995 

£10,995 

£10,495 

£10,495 

£10,495 


50,000 miles £7,995 

14994 miles £12,995 

28500 miles £7,495 

35000 miles £7,995 


06 C5 2.0 HDi 16V VTR 5dr Diesel Estate Grey 
09 2.0 HDI 16V VTR+ 4dr Auto Diesel Saloon Red 
07 1.6 HDi 16V VTR 5dr Diesel Hatch Silver 
06 2,0 HDi 16V Exclusive 5dr Diesel Hatch Silver 

■ _ 

59 1,4i 8v 5dr Estate Blue 150 miles £9,495 


CITROEN DISPATCH 


09 10001.6 HDi 90 HI Van LI Diesel While 12,834miles £9,995.vat 
59 2.2 HDi HI Van 100ps30Ll Diesel EH5E1 While 334 miles £11,995 



08 C4 Grand Picasso 1.6HDi 16V VTR Plus 5dr 
Diesel Estate £13,995 


03 1,6i Luxury 2dr Roadster 


CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 


Black 30345 miles £4,995 


08 1,6i 16V Cool 3dr Coupe Sp Eds Grey llOOOmiles £7,995 


07 1.6i16VVTX5dr Estate 

57 1.6i 16V Desire 5dr Estate 

06 1.6 HDi 92 Exclusive 5dr Diesel Estate 


Blue 16593 miles 
Brown 27506 miles 
Beige 42000 miles 


£7,295 

£7,495 

£7,495 



BASSETTS BRIDGEND 01656 649009 

SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGEND, MID GLAMORGAN, CF31 3UL 

www.bassettsbridgend.citroen.co.uk 
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09 09 KA (new shape) 1.2i Style 3-dr. 

cd, remote locking, electric windows. £7995 


08 08 KA 1.31 Zetec Climate 3-dr. 

Air con, alloys, cd.£5995 

08 08 KA1.3i Style 3-dr. 

Colour coded, met paint, cd, choice . £4495 
07 07 KA1.3i Style 3-dr. 

Colour coded, electrics.£4495 

05 54 KA1.3i Style 3-dr. 

Pas, colour coded, low miles.£3495 

04 04 SPORT KA1.3SE. 


Air con, alloys, full leather, 6 disc cd . £3495 


NEW SHAPE FIESTA 


10 59 FIESTA 1.25 Zetec 3-dr. 

a/c, alloys, cd, delivery miles only. . £10995 
09 09 FIESTA 1.6 Zetec S. 

Alloys, spoiler.£10995 

09 58 FIESTA 1.4TDCi Style+ 5-dr 

Air con, quickclear.£9995 

09 58 FIESTA 1.25 Style+ 3-dr 

Air con, quickclear.£8995 

09 58 FIESTA 1.4 Titanium 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, choice.£10495 

08 58 FIESTA 1.4TDCi Zetec 5-dr. 
Squeeze metallic, alloys, air con, cd £10495 


08 08 FIESTA 1.25 Style 3-dr. 

Cd, electrics, choice.£5995 

07 07 FIESTA Style Climate 1.25 3-dr. 

Air con, cd, full electrics.£5995 

07 56 FIESTA 1.4i Style Climate 5-dr. 

a/c, cd, quickclear.£5695 

07 56 FIESTA 1.4i Ghia 3-dr. 

Air con, quickclear front screen, auto lights 
& wipers, electric folding mirrors, cd . £6295 


FOCUS 


10 10 FOCUS RS 2.5 305ps 3 dr. Ultimate 

Green.£25995 

09 09 FOCUS 1.6 Style 5-dr. 

Cd, full electrics, choice.£9995 

09 09 FOCUS 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. 

Air con, cd, sports pack.£10495 

09 09 FOCUS 1.6i Titanium 5-dr. 

Alloys,air con, cd, choice.£10995 

09 58 FOCUS 1.4 Style 5-dr. 

Air con, cd.£8995 

08 08 FOCUS 1.8 Titanium 3-dr. Alloys, 

CD, air con, full electrics, choice.... £9995 
06 06 FOCUS 1.6 LX 5-dr. 

Air con, cd, full electrics.£5995 

05 05 FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 4-dr. 

Alloys, air con, park assist.£5995 

05 05 FOCUS 1.6 LX 5-dr. 

Panther black, a/c, cd.£5495 

03 53 FOCUS 1.6 LX 5-dr. 

Alloys, a/c, cd.£3995 


03 03 FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, cd, full electrics.£3995 


C-MAX 


09 09 C-MAX 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. 

Air con, cd, alloys, full electrics.... £10495 
07 07 C-MAX 1.8 Style 5-dr. 

Air con, electrics, cd.£7795 


S-MAX 


07 07 S-MAX 1.8TDCi 125ps LX. 

7 seat MPV, a/c, cd.£12995 

06 56 S-MAX 2.0TDCi Zetec 7-seat MPV. 

Full leather, alloys, a/c, cd.£11995 


FUSION 


09 59 FUSION 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr. 

Alloys, a/c, cd, choice.£8995 

07 07 FUSION 1.4i Zetec 5-dr 

Alloys, air con, cd, under 16,000 miles.. £6,495 


MONDEO 


09 09 MONDEO 2.0 TDCi Titanium X 5-dr. 

Half leather, climate/cruise control.£15495 

07 07 MONDE01.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Air con, 
CD, bluetooth, sports pack.£10995 


CONVERTIBLES 


06 06 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.8i Exclusive 
Convertible. Full leather, alloys, air con, 

cd .£7995 

03 03 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Coupe CAB S. 

Climate, CD, alloys.£4995 


AUTOMATICS 


09 09 MONDEO 2.0 TDCi Titanium X Auto 
5-dr. Half leather, alloys, climate, cruise 

control.£15495 

08 08 MONDEO 2.0 TDCi Ghia Auto 5-dr. 

Alloys, climate, cd.£10995 

08 08 CITROEN C4 Grand Picasso 1.6i 
HDi VTR+ 6 speed Auto 7 seats, climate 

control, cd, full electrics.£11495 

07 07 NISSAN Note 1.6SE Auto 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, cd.£6995 

07 07 FOCUS 1.6i Sport 5-dr Auto 

Air con, cd, alloys, electrics.£6995 

07 07 FOCUS 1.6i LX Auto Estate 

Air con, full electrics, cd.£6795 

07 07 NISSAN Note 1.6 SE Auto 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, cd.£6,995 

07 07 FUSION 1.4i Zetec Climate 5-dr. 
Durashift Auto. Air con, alloys, cd . . £5495 
05 56 C-MAX 2.0 Zetec Auto MPV 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, cd, choice.£6495 

06 06 FOCUS 1.6 LX 5-dr Auto. 

a/c, cd, electrics.£5995 

05 56 FIESTA 1.4 Zetec Climate Auto 3- 
dr. Alloys, a/c, cd, under 13,000 mis. £5495 


06 55 FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 5-dr Auto. 

Alloys, cd, cruise.£5995 

05 05 MONDEO 2.0i LX 5-dr Auto. 

a/c, cd, low miles.£4495 


OTHERS 


09 59 CHEVROLET Aveo 1.2LS 5-dr. 

a/c, cd, choice.£5,995 

09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. 

Alloys, a/c, cd.£8495 

09 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. 

Alloys, a/c, cd.£7995 

08 08 CITROEN C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 
HDI VTR+ 6-spd Auto. 7-seats, climate 

control, alloys, cd.£11495 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8i Design 5-dr. 

Half Leather, alloys, a/c, cd.£7995 

08 08 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr. 

a/c, cd, choice.£3995 

07 57 RENAULT Clio (new shape) 1.4 

Dynamique 3-dr. Alloys, r/l, cd.£6495 

07 57 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr. 

a/c, cd, choice.£3,695 

07 57 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTS Code. 3-dr. 
Full leather, cd, a/c, alloys, black. . . . £6995 
07 07 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi Life 5- 

dr. a/c, cd, low miles.£6495 

07 07 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Spirita 3-dr. 

Cd, air con, remote locking, electric 

windows .£5695 

06 56 MAZDA £ 2’ 1.4i Capella 5-dr 

Alloys, a/c, cd.£5295 

06 56 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi 11 Ops Sport 

5-dr. Alloys,air con, cd.£7495 

05 05 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120ps 
Club (new shape). Alloys, a/c, privacy 

glass.£4995 

05 05 RENAULT Clio 2.0i 182 Sport 3-dr. 
Half leather, alloys, climate control . . £6495 
05 54 HONDA Civic 1.6 Executive 5-dr. 

Full leather, air con, alloys.£4995 

04 54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique 

5-dr. Cd, pas, sunroof.£4495 

03 03 CITROEN C3 1.14 HDi Exclusive 5- 

dr. Alloys, a/c, cd.£4295 

02 52 TOYOTA COROLLA VERSO 1.8i T3 

Auto 5-dr alloys, air con, cd.£4495 

01 Y MAZDA Premacy 1.8 Atlantis 5-dr 
MPV. Air con, remote locking.£2495 


COMMERCIALS 


04 54 DAF Truck FA LF 45 150 Tipper 

Low mileage.£9495+VAT 

04 04 RENAULT Kangoo 1.5DCi 70ps SL 
Van. Side loading door, air con, cd, roof 

rpiic coqqc 

03 53 VAUXHALL Movano 2.5 DTi 
3300 MWB High Roof Van, roof and 
side racking.£4995 No VAT 



ALL THE ABOVE ARE QUALITY USED VEHICLES - MANY 
1 OWNER, LOW MILEAGE WITH FULL SERVICE HISTORY 


FULLY EQUIPPED WORKSHOP & MOT STATION 
with fully Ford Trained Technicians 
for all your servicing needs. 


i?W 


HEDGE) BCSu 1 


OPENING TIMES: 
MONT FI 9TL3C, 
SAT *5, 

SUN 10-30*5 



ARRiYfGF.62l9RZ 

VISIT US @ WWW.PWMILLAR. 



O 


CO.UK 
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Gills4Cars.com 


Bridgend Stock 

MORE ARRIVING DAILY! 

I-^“1 


£5,475 



07 07 MITSUBISHI Lancer 
1.6 Equippe, Grey, 24k 


£7,975 



iills^E 


£28,975 



Small Cars 


08 58 CITROEN C21.4VTR Met black, 8k .. . .£7,475 
07 07 RENAULT Modus 1.4 5-dr. Met red, 13k £6,975 
07 07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 5-dr. Met blue, 6k£5,975 
07 07 CITROEN C3 1.4 Desire 5-dr. Black, 12k £5,975 
04 54 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 VVTi 3-dr. Met ice blue£5,475 
07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.2 5-dr Campus. 

Met grey, 39k .£4,975 

05 05 FORD Fiesta 1.25 LX 5-dr. Silver, 34k .£4,975 
05 54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 3-dr. Silver, 58k ... .£4,475 
03 03 HYUNDAI 1.3 Getz 5-dr. Met silver, 23k .£3,475 

03 53 FIAT Punto 1.2 5-dr, black, 60k .£2,975 

05 05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. Silver, 50k . .£2,950 
02 02 SUZUKI Wagon R. 50k, Silver .£2,950 


07 07 AUDI Q7 TDi Quattro 
S-Line 5-dr 33k 


£4,975 



£9,975 



07 07 MAZDA RX8 4-dr 
(231), met black, 29k 


£3,475 



03 53 VW Passat 2.0 S 
4-dr, met blue, 74k 


Finance example 

Amount of credit: 
£4975.00 _ 

35 Monthly payments 
of £163.06_ 

Final payment of £462.06 
Total charge for credit 
£1194.16 _ 

Total amount payable 
£6169.16_ 

Weekly equivalent £39.55 

APR 14.82% 


Family Cars 


06 56 TOYOTA Corolla T3 1.6 5-dr. Silver, alloys£6,975 
06 06 FORD Focus 1.6LX AUTO 5-dr. 

Met blue, 20k.£6,475 

02 51 VW Beetle 1.6 3-dr. Met silver, 60k ... .£5,475 

07 07 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equipe. 

Met Grey, 24k .£5,475 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.8 TURBO DIESEL. 

Met blue, 60k .£4,975 

04 54 RENAULT Megane 1.9 TURBO DIESEL. 

Met blue, 60k .£4,975 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Edge. Met blue, 62k . .£4,975 
03 53 HONDA Civic 5-dr. Alloys, met silver ... .£4,475 
03 53 VW Passat 2.0 4-dr, 20v. 

Met ice blue, air con .£3,475 

04 04 ROVER 25 1.6 4-dr AUTO. 33k .£2,950 

02 51 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 GS AUTO. 

Sat nav, silver .£2,950 


Estates & MPVs 


07 56 CITROEN Picasso TURBO DIESEL. 

Met silver, 30k. 

03 52 RENAULT Scenic 1.9 TURBO DIESEL, 


.£6,975 


Black, 70k .£3,475 

03 53 MG ZT 1.8 Estate. Red, 67k .£2,950 

01Y RENAULT Scenic 1.4 Authentique. 

Silver, 60k .£2,450 


Sports & Executives 


09 09 MERCEDES S320 CDi. 

Met silver, 300 miles only .£44,975 

07 07 RANGE ROVER 2.7 TDI Sport.£31,975 

07 07 AUDI Q7 Quattro TDi. Met Blue, 33k . .£28,975 

57 07 BMW 320D M Sport. Met black 

‘stunning’, 20k .£18,975 

02 51 BMW M5. Fully loaded, carbon black, 

a very ‘special’ car, wonderful condition £11,975 
05 05 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr coupe. 

50k .£4,975 


Ex-Motability Cars 

USED CARS WITH NEARLY NEW MILES! 



07 07 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

1.6 Club 
15,000 miles, 
star silver 


New Price £14,995 

OUR PRICE £8, 


Saving a massive £6,500 




SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


Many, many more available to order 


09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style+ 5dr. Black met, only 650 miles 

New £12,97 Ours £10,475 Saving £2,500 
09 09 CITROEN Berlingo 1.6 HDi 5dr VTR. Blue met, only 2,200 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £9,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 5dr club AUTO. Silver met, only 400 miles! 

New £11,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £2,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 5dr Life. Silver met, only 1,700 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £5,500 
08 08 HONDA Jazz 1.4 5dr SE. Blue met, only 4,800 miles! 

New £11,475 Ours £8,975 Saving £2,500 
09 58 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 5dr Hatch. Black met, only 2,600 miles 

New £10,475 Ours £8,475 Saving £2,000 
09 58 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life (A/C). Silver met, only 741 miles 

New £12,975 Ours £8,475 Saving £4,500 
08 58 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 5dr. Blue met, only 3,000 miles! 

New £10,175 Ours £7,975 Saving £2,200 
06 56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5dr. Blue met, only 5,600 miles 

New £13,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £6,500 
06 56 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec AUTO MPV. Blue met, only 4,500 miles 

New £17,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £10,000 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Style Climate AUTO. Blue met, only 3,700 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £4,000 
06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique AUTO. Gold met, only 2,700 miles 

New £16,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,500 
58 09 FORD Fusion 1.4 5dr Style AUTO. Red met, only 1,000 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £7,475 Saving £3,500 
06 06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Red met, only 4,500 miles! 

New £16,795 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,000 
06 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.65 dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 1,500 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £7,500 
06 56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 5dr. Met black, only 2500 miles! 

New £10,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,000 
06 56 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Expression AUTO 5dr. Met blue, only 1760 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Sport 5dr. Grey met, only 2,500 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,500 
06 56 FORD Focus C-Max Zetec 2.0 AUTO 5dr. Met mintgreen, only 4300 miles! 

New £17,172 Ours £6,975 Saving £10,197 
06 56 FORD Fusion 1.6 Zetec Climate 5dr. Red met, only 2.000 miles 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life A/C AUTO 5dr. Panacotta, only 4,900 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
56 06 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 5dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 4,900 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 5dr Style Climate AUTO. Only 2,300 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £6,775 Saving £4,500 
06 56 CITROEN C3 1.6 SX 5dr AUTO. Met blue, only 5200 miles! 

New £12,182 Ours £6,475 Saving £5,707 
06 56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5dr. Met gold, only 3200 miles! 

New £14,336 Ours £6,475 Saving £7,861 
06 56 VAUXHALL Agila 1.2 Design 5dr. Silver met, only 1,900 miles! 

. New £8,975 Ours £5,975 Saving £3,000^ 


JBSS« 


BRIDGEND 

PHONE 01656 650446 
FAX 01656 649441 

SOUTH RD/COWBRIDGE RD, 
BRIDGEND CF31 3UL 
bridgend@gills4cars.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Weekdays 9-7 Saturday 9-5 I 
Sunday 10.30-4 


Finance Available 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


MAESTEG 

PHONE 01656 733149 
FAX 01656 735518 , 

LLWYDARTH RD, / 

MAESTEG CF34 9EY 4 ' 
sales@gills4cars.com 


fSSSfBt 
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DIDN’T QUALIFY FOR SCRAPPAGE? 


Now you can 


save even more 


with Vauxhall 
Swappage. 


If you drive a car over 7 years 
old. then swap it and get at 
least £3000 towards the price 
of a new Vauxhall. 


FRF Vauxhall Bridgend 
01656 648648 


£ 3,000 




SWAPPAGE f 


Across tbf V&jKtuI! rarqe trom Corsa to Insnru. 



W#8tem Araome 
Bndgend InduelnB fdahi 
Bnbgpnd 

aji jut 


www.frfvBUx9iBllco.ufti 




VAUXHALL 


Official Government Teit Environmental Data - Fuel Consumption Figures mpg (Utres/IOOkm): Vauxhall Range: urban 16.6 (17.0)-61.4 (4.6). extra-urban 32 8 
(8.6) - 88.3 (12). combined 241 (11.7) - 76.3 (3.7). CO. Emissions 274 - 98 g/km. 

«W*« ■ M — ■ di»> w%——^Teel b la i e ilAl* M loWaNxa Mm* te^UbiateU wM be 3 


Si 


iiuedle. 

« r»< 


•*!» !•%•»+»> Us>n» »•« 






»t*.^lteuU»m«Jt».^«ndactei«vaar»>« laapri »nw.l»<41a k« 



I life on your 1 
(these are approximate < 

Maintains air pressure longer 

res road holding and handling ch£ 




SAVE YOURSELF AND THE PLANET TOO! Ask instore for details. 


BRIDGEND 

Bridgend industrial Estate 

01656 657424 


MAESTEG 

Rear of Talbot Street 

01656 733514 


CARDIFF 

Brindley Rd.otf Penarih Rd 

029 20 221201 


www.celtlctyres.co.uk 


0P1M t DAYS A «tt*. EXCtTT BRIDGING 

WHICH IS 0PLN 7 DAYS A WHLLL AUGNft**T SPlOAilSTS 

c C 


LTIC TYRES 




TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES BRAKES SUSPENSION MOT NITROGEN INFLATION 


Fleet Service vewovto or/w r n 
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PRESTIGE 


07 07 JAGUAR X K convertible. Zircon blue met with ivory sports leather interior, upgraded 20 inch setanta wheels, 

full colour satellite navigation, electric heated memory seats, cruise control, climate control, rear parking sensors, 

bluetooth phone prep, only 12,621 miles, fsh, 1 owner.£39,995 

07 07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum running 

boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33.160 miles.£18,995 

06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, climate 

control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 19,950 miles interior titanium trim, auto 

lights and auto wipers .£11,995 

06 56 SAAB 9-3 1.9 Tid (150bhp) Vector 4-dr Saloon Automatic. In steel grey with half leather seats, 

steering wheel mounted gear change, climate control, rear parking sensors, in dash multi CD, 

only 46,905 miles.£8,995 

06 06 BMW X5 3.0D Automatic Le Mans Blue Sport Limited Edition. In Le Mans blue with beige leather interior, 

panoramic sunroof, multi CD, sat nav, wood trim, automatic air con, only 65,270 miles.£21,995 

05 05 BMW X5 3.0D Automatic Sport 5-Dr Station Wagon. In sparkling graphite with black leather interior, 19” 

alloy wheels, air con, CD, front /rear parking sensors, Drivacy glass, only 52,290 miles .£17,995 

05 05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDi Special Edition Automatic 5-Dr Station Wagon. In black with grey 

suede interior, climate control, memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 41,750 miles .£16,495 

04 54 MERCEDES Benz CL500 5 litre 2-dr Auto coupe. In tanzanite blue with java leather interior with BOSE 

sound system, AMG body styling, electric sunroof, only 48,245 miles.£19,995 

04 04 PORSCHE Carrera 3.6 Convertible in lapis blue with metropole leather, bose speaker upgrade, starlight nav¬ 

igation, phone system, cruise control, trip computer, heated seats, sports exhaust systemm, full Porsche service 

history, nard top, only 42,761 miles.£29,995 

04 04 AUDI A4 Cabriolet 2.5 TDi Sport. In brilliant blue with pearl dark blue Nappa leather interior, cliamte control, 

sat nav, heated front seats, service history, only 43,400 miles.£12,995 

02 02 LEXUS GS300 SE Auto in platinum ice silver with Pembroke black leather interior, electric memory seats, 

sunroof, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, heated seats,only 52,262 miles.£6,495 

09 58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SRi Sporthatch. In technical grey met with silver alpha interior, air con, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, rear spoiler, trip computer, only 26,770 miles .£10,995 

07 57 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SIH in steel grey with full red leather interior, climate control, sunroof, cruise control, 

alloy wheels, only 23,600 miles.£10,495 

07 07 SEAT Leon 2.0TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, air con, trac¬ 
tion control system, ESP, only 36,598 miles .£13,495 

06 56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interior, climatic 

air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles.£10,995 

06 56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, climate con¬ 
trol, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£10,495 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTTDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr in steel grey with dark interior, cd, dual climate control, cruise con¬ 
trol, alloy wheels, electric mirrors, only 58,300 miles.£9,995 

05 05 AUDI TT 1.8 (180) 3-Dr Coupe. In Brilliant red with black Nappa interior, climate control, ESP, heated seats, 

CD, only 46,150 miles .£12,495 

04 04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in bable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, chrome roll over 

bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£7,995 

04 54 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport 2.5 TD 5-Dr Station Wagon. In black Mica with black leather interior, air con, 

alloy wheels, CD, immobiliser, only 54,530 miles.£8,995 

04 54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles.£6,495 

04 54 MGTF 1.8 135 Convertible. In ignition blue with anthracite Sebring interior, alloy wheels, cd player, alarm and 

immobiliser only 27,100 miles.£4,995 

04 54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE 3-Dr Coupe. In smart silver with black leather interior, air con, alloy wheels, cruise 

control, front fog lights, only 71,900 miles.£4,995 

04 04 RENAULT Clio 182 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In met blue with half leather/suede interior, sports seats, traction 

control, cruise control, climate control, alloys, 6 cd auto changer, only 51,314 miles.£5,995 

04 04 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy wheels, 

air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£4,295 

03 03 MAZDA MX5 1.8i option pack in strada blue with black sports interior, c/d, alloy wheels, e/c windows, heated 

rear screen, only 83,750 miles.£5,495 

03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body coloured 

bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£4,495 

02 02 MG ZS 2.5 180. In anthracite black, with monaco ash interior with red inserts, alloy wheels, a/c, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, front fogs, alarm and immobiliser, only 62,310 miles .£2,995 

09 09 FORD FOCUS 1.6 (lOOps) Style 5 door hatchback in Aquarius blue with dark flint interior, air con, front fog 

lights, colour coded bumpers, manufactures warranty only 5,760 miles.£9,995 

07 57 CITROEN C3 1.4 HDi Cool 5-dr hatchback in Arctic silver with Galand black interior, air con, cd, immobilis¬ 
er, £35 a year road tax, one owner, only 37,845 miles.£6,995 | 

06 56 TOYOTA Corolla T2 Colour Collection, 1.4 5-dr Hatchback. In eclipse black with silver fleck interior, a/c, 

alloys, colour coded side skirts, audio controls on steering wheel, one owner, only 32,415 miles.£7,995 

06 06 FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi (130bhp) SIV Ghia 6-spd in sea grey met with Aras interior, Sony cd, quickclear 

front screen, cruise control, climate control, alloy wheels, only 47,500 miles.£7,995 

05 55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique in met platinum silver with ruche cloth interior, auto lights, auto 

wipers, air con, cd, clour coded bumpers, only 16,380 miles .£5,795 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour coded 

bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£6,495 

05 05 FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi (130bhp) LX 6-speed in stardust silver with majestic interior, quick clear front 

screen, digital a/c, cruise control, trip computer, only 55,341 miles .£5,995 

05 05 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi 100 Rush 5-Dr Hatchback. In silver with beige interior, CD, air con, colour 

coded bumpers, seven seats, only 63,790 miles.£5,995 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map gps nav 

system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£6,495 

03 03 HONDA Civic Type S 5-dr in clover green met with half leather sports seats, climate control, alloy wheels, 

rear spoiler, full Honda service history, only 36,030 miles.£5,695 I 

03 52 BMW 1.8 316i SE Touring Estate in Sapphire Black with antracite interior, alloys wheels, 6 CD multichanger 

automatic air con, colour coded bumpers, only 50,280 miles.£6,995 

02 51 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 VVTi GLS Automatic 5-dr in Atlantis blue metallic with hocney interior, alloy wheels, air 

con, sunroof, cd auto-changer, body coloured bumpers, only 34,790 miles.£3,495 | 

09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club A/C 1.2 16v 5-Dr. In black sapphire, with cable charcoal interior, air con, colour coded 

bumpers, CD, alarm and immobiliser, auxiliary output, only 18,218 miles .£8,495 

09 09 CHEVROLET Aveo LT 1.4 in pearl black with bricket cloth, aircon, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, alarm 

and immobiliser, cd, only 16,900 miles .£6,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, aircon, MP3 input, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£8,495 

08 08 FORD Ka Zetec Climate in diamond white with cascade indigo interior, colour coded bumpers, alloy wheels, 

air con, cd, quickclear front screen, only 18,130 miles.£5,995 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central locking, only 

32,349 miles.£4,995 

08 57 FORD KA Style Climate. In tango red with cascade interior, colour coded bumpers, air con, CD, Quickclear 

front screen, only 32,136 miles .£5,295 

07 07 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.4 5-dr Hatchback in silver with black interior, alloy wheels, colour coded 

bumpers, fog lights, only 37,550 miles.£6,995 

06 06 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3-dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with grey interior, alloy wheels, steering 

wheel mounted audio controls, colour coded bumpers, CD, only 19,860 miles .£5,995 

06 55 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style Climate 3-dr in tonic blue with Kyoto ebony interior, air con, quickclear front screen, 

cd, trip computer, colour coded bumpers, only 41,820 miles.£5,295 

06 06 FORD Ka 1.3 Collection in panther black with Tic-Toc interior, cd, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, only 

30,866 miles.£4,195 

05 05 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 GSi 5-dr in clean silver with grey cloth interior, cd, 5 belted seats, driver and passenger 

airbags, immobiliser, colour coded bumpes, only 26,280 miles.£3,995 

04 04 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

cdm alloy wheels, alarm, only 43,895 miles.£6,495 

04 04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 SILVER Limited Edition. In moondust silver with full midnight black leather, air con, alloy 

wheels, colour coded bumpers, cd, only 29,775 miles .£4,995 

04 04 ROVER Streetwise 1.4 16v (84ps) 3-Dr Hatchback. In trophy yellow with cloth/leather interior, power steer¬ 
ing, alarm, immobiliser, roof rails, only 41,630 miles.£3,495 

03 53 MINI Cooper 1.6 Pepper in pure silver met with Kaleido half leather interior, panormaic sunroof, alloy wheels, 

cd, body coloured bumpers, only 24,530 miles.£6,995 

03 03 MINI Cooper Chilli 1.6 3-Dr Hatchback. In pure silver with anthracite/black panther cloth/leather interior, inte¬ 
rior light package, chrome line exterior, air con, CD, only 36,975 miles .£6,995 

01 51 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet SE 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, digital 

climate control, cd, 16 inch alloy wheels, front fogs, only 46,010 miles.£3,995 

01 Y VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4S 3-dr in reflex silver met with Pepe interior, sunroof, body coloured bumpers, cd, 
immobiliser, full VW service history, only 68,350 miles.£3,495 


06 BMW X5 3.0D Automatic Le Mans Blue Sportl 
Limited Edition. In Le Mans blue with beige 
leather interior, panoramic sunroof, multi CD, sat 
nav, wood trim, automatic air con, only 65,270 
miles.£21,995 1 


\ 07 57 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 Sill in steel grey with full 

red leather interior, climate control, sunroof, cruise 
control, alloy wheels, only 23,600 miles....£10,495 


[ 08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 | 

door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 
input, colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 
19,950 miles.£8,495 



r 02 51 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 VVTi GLS Automatic 5- 

dr in Atlantis blue metallic with hocney interior, 
alloy wheels, air con, sunroof, cd auto-changer, 
body coloured bumpers, only 34,790 miles£3,495 


05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDH 
Special Edition Automatic 5-Dr Station Wagon. 

In black with grey suede interior, climate control, 
memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 
-- -T95 J 


41,750 miles... 


...£16,495 


'•-J-v. 


f 04 54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE 3-dr Coupe. In smart 1 

silver with black leather interior, air con, alloy 
wheels, cruise control, front fog lights, only 71,900 
miles.£4,995 


f 09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club A/C 1.2 16v 5-dr. In 1 

black sapphire, with cable charcoal interior, air con, 
colour coded bumpers, CD, alarm and immobiliser, 
auxiliary output, only 18,218 miles.£8,495 J 


r 04 04 ROVER Streetwise 1.4 16v (84ps) 3-Dr 

Hatchback. In trophy yellow with cloth/leather 
interior, power steering, alarm, immobiliser, roof 
rails, only 41,630 miles.£3,495 


Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

View our stock online 

0144 $ 720044 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. 
Written quotations available on request. 

Guarantees may be required. 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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AUDI A4 Avant 1.9TDi SE. In silver, 
50,000 miles, desirable diesel estate at .... 
.£10,995 



04 CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2 Coupe. In ice 

blue metallic with charcoal leather trim, 
44,000 miles.£8,495 



52 BMW Z3 2.2 Roadster. In silver with 

black leather trim, 44,000 miles, very nice 
example.£7,995 



Y BMW Z3 2.2 In black with black leather 
trim, 77,000 miles.£5,995 



07 

04 

55 

05 

05 

53 
04 
04 
52 

52 

54 

53 
02 
Y 
53 
51 
02 
02 
05 
T 
04 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


05 MINI COOPER In chilli red with 

chequered flag details, 48,000 miles with 
Cooper alloys etc.£7,995 


MERCEDES CL500 Auto. In silver with full black leather trim, 25,000 miles, host of extras on this luxury coupe .£44,995 

MERCEDES SL55 AMG. In met silver with grey leather trim, 33,000 miles, panoramic roof, command Bose etc.£32,995 

MERCEDES S 320 CDi. In silver with black leather, 47,000 miles, high spec diesel executive saloon at .£16,995 

MERCEDES CLK 220 CDi. In silver with grey leather trim, 60,000 miles, usual refinements. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £13,995 

AUDI A4 Avant 1.9TDi SE. In silver, 50,000 miles, desirable diesel estate at .£10,995 

JAGUAR XJ8 3.6 Automatic. In silver with cream leather trim, 53,000 miles, luxury motoring at. REDUCED BY £2000 TO £9,995 

VW Beetle 2.0 Convertible. In red, 47,000 miles, 1 owner, 4 seater convertible.£8,995 

CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2 Coupe. In ice blue metallic with charcoal leather trim, 44,000 miles.£8,495 

MERCEDES ML 270 CDi. In black with grey leather trim, 91,000 miles, heated seats, climate control etc.£7,995 

BMW Z3 2.2 Roadster. In silver with black leather trim, 44,000 miles, very nice example.£7,995 

ROVER 75 Contemporary SE CDTi Silver, 46,000 miles, heated leather seats, air con, CD, comfort with diesel economy .£6,996 

JAGUAR X Type V6 SE Auto. Two owners, 47,000 miles, met blue, cruise con, heated seats, luxury.£6,995 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. In claret metallic with light grey leather trim, 75,000 miles, looks and drives superb.£6,995 

BMW Z3 2.2 In black with black leather trim, 77,000 miles.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Convertible. In electric blue with black hood, 48,000 miles, full electric hood, a/c, CD.£4,995 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8VVTi. In blue, 75,000 miles with glass roof, rear spoiler etc.£4,995 

PEUGEOT 206cc 20. In met-blue with black leather trim, 58,000 mile convertible at.£4,695 

MG ZT 2.5. In silver with sports interior, looks and drives superb at.£3,795 

CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SX. Silver, 44,500 miles, excellent value family car .£3,695 

BMW 535i Auto. In silver with grey leather trim, 84,000 miles, s/roof, a/c, alloys, CD.£2,995 

ALFA ROMEO 156 1.8 Twin Spark Lusso. In Monza green metallic, 86,000 miles, on offer at.£2,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


HONDA Civic Hybrid Automatic ES. In silver, 3,800 miles, high specification dual fuel with £15 a year road tax.£11,995 

SKODA Octavia 1.9 TDi 5-Dr. In silver, 37,000 miles, idesl diesel hatch at.£7,995 

MINI COOPER In chilli red with chequered flag details, 48,000 miles with Cooper alloys etc.£7,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic 5-dr. In met sand, 18,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

TOYOTA Prius 1.5 Hybrid T3 Auto. In blue, sixty plus to the gallon and £15 per year road tax.£6,995 

FORD Galaxy 1.9TDDi Ghia 6-speed. In met silver, 61,000 miles, high spec diesel, 7 seater .£6,995 

RENAULT Clio 12 Expression 3-dr. In steel blue, 33,000 miles with a/c, c/d, etc.£6,495 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Dynamique Sport Automatic. Met blue, 23,000 miles. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

FORD Focus C Max 1.6 TDi. Magnum grey, 36,000 miles, outstanding value & economy .£5,995 

TOYOTA Corrolla 2.0 D4DT3 5-dr. In silver, 54,000 mile diesel with sat-nav .£5,995 

VW Passat 1.9TDi Highliner 130 Automatic. In silver with black leather, 84,000 miles, high spec .£5,695 

NISSAN Primara 2.0 SX 5-dr. In silver, 35,000 miles with sat-nav, alloys, reversing camera.£5,495 

FORD Street Ka. Silver, 1 owner, low mileage, very attractive car.£5,295 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi+ 5-Dr. Blue, low milrage.£4,995 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5Di - D Equipe 3-dr. In met-grey 41,000 miles, diesel hatch with low running costs.£4,995 

RENAULT Megane VVTi Privilage Automatic 5-dr. Met grey, half leather trim, low mileage . REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

KIA Sedona 2.9 Diesel SE 6-Seater In met. champagne with grey leather trim, 80,000 miles, with s/r, a/c etc.£4,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campus. In steel blue, 37,000 miles, fantastic value at.£4,795 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In black, with black leather trim, 37,000 miles.£4,695 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-Dr. Silver, 47,000 miles.£4,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame. In electric blue, low mileage example with alloys, cd, etc.£4,495 

CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles with a/c, cd, etc.£3,995 

FORD Ka 1.3 Collection. In Apple green, 23,000 miles with cd, e/w, c/I . REDUCED BY £800TO £3,995 

SAAB 95 2.2TDi. In silver with black leather, 93,000 miles, solid diesel saloon at .£3,995 

FORD Ka Collection. Met Green, 47,000 miles, very attractive low mileage car.£3,295 

DAEWOO Lacetti 1.6 SXi 5-dr. In jade met, 53,000 miles with a/c, c/d, alloys, etc.£2,995 

RENAULT Clio 2.0 Sport 172. In met-red, very nice example at.£2,995 

DAEWOO Matiz SE. Silver, 25,000 miles, outstanding value .£2,695 

DAEWOO Matiz 796cc Extra. In met bronze, 42,000 miles with CD.£2,495 

DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6SX. In met-red with cd, a/c, alloys.£2,495 

CITROEN Saxo 1.6 VTR. In black, host of extras, group 7 insurance.£2,495 


01446 722600 

Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) WARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE 
ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS 
CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
FULL DESCRIPTION OF CARS PLUS MULTI PICTURES ON WEBSITE: 

www.ga rywatson motorcom pa ny.co. u k 
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52 Ford Focus 2.0 ST170 3dr in black, full 
leather, ONLY 65,000 miles, alloys, pas, 
170 ps. 3dr .£4,995 


HERE IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR HUGE STOCK, FROM OVER 140 USED CARS, 4X4s & MPVs 

iX 


54 Suzuki Jimny 1.3 Mode 3dr in black, sil¬ 
ver trim, ONLY 34k S/History, alloys, half 
leather, pas.£3,995 


02 Volkswagen Bora 2.0 Sport 4dr in silver, 
black velour trim, alloys, pas, e/w, r/c/l, air 
£3,495 


51 Volkswagen Polo 1.0 E 
57k, ideal 1st time buy. ( 
ance. Excellent cond . 


A//CAPS 

m 

chec/ced 


Fmv 

EQpf/PPED 
I WORKSHOPS 


06 Volkswagen Touraeg 3.0 TDI Sport 5dr In 
black met, FULL creme leather, ONLY 33k, 
FSH. Loaded SAT NAV.£18,995 


05 Mercedes CLK 200K Cabriolet Avantgarde 
Auto in silver, ONE OWNER 66k, FMBSH. 
Convertible, leather, a/c, alloys.. .£14,995 


07 Honda Civic 2.0 Type R 3dr in red, ONLY 
19k, FULL HONDA SERVICE HISTORY. 
Alloys, Recaros, alcantara, trim . .£11,995 


06 Mercedes C180 K Sport Edition 4dr in 
blue black met, FULL LEATHER. Rare 
SPORT Ed, Late shape.£9,995 


W W 


PAPE 
EXCHANGE 
sm k/E/CDME 


- * 


05 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 GT TDI Sport 3dr 
(140) in graphite met, DIESEL 3dr ONLY 
65,000 miles FSH. Loaded, Sport .£8,995 


54 Mini One 1.6 2dr Convertible FULL 
COLOUR SAT NAV in blue met, CONVERT¬ 
IBLE, 69k, SAT NAV, e/w, PAS, a/c .£7,995 


07 Volkswagen Jetta 1.9 TDI SE PD 4dr 
(New) in silver, NEW SHAPE DIESEL, ONLY 
21,000 miles. Loaded, a/c, alloys .£9,995 


full Ithr, ONLY 79k, FBMWSH. Cabriolet... 
.£6,995 


7? c u.ste,c( 
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05 Toyota Avensis T3-S D-4D Estate 
Navigation in graphite, DIESEL, estate SAT 
NAV, e/w, e/m, pas, a/c.£6,495 


56 Ford Focus C-Max 1.8 TDCI LX 5dr in 
black, DIESEL MPV, Covered ONLY 43k, 
FSH. Air con, pas.£6,495 


06 Peugeot 407 2.0 SE HD1136 4dr in blue 
met, ONLY 62k, Very economical, loaded 
alloys, a/c, comp .£6,495 


54 Lexus IS200 2.0 Sport 4dr in black, full 
creme leather, alloys, privacy glass, ONLY 
78k, FSH.£6,495 


CAP 

BMmq 

SCHEME 




06 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Freedom 5dr in panther 
black, with only 22,000 miles with FULL 
FORD SERVICE HISTORY .£5,995 


03 Volkswagen Golf 1.9 GT TDI 130 5dr in 
black, GTI DIESEL 5dr, a/c, wood trim, 
e/windows, e/mirrors, alloys.£5,995 


55 Mitsubishi Colt CZT TURBO 1.5 3dr in 
grey met, TURBO, ONLY 22k, FULL RAL- 
LIART SERVICE HISTORY.£5,995 


57 Fiat Punto 1.2 Active 5dr Hatch in silvei 
met, NEW SHAPE only 18,000 miles. 5di 
hatch, a/c, PAS.£5,995 


54 Vauxhall Tigra Cabriolet 1.8 Sport 
Twinport 2dr in red, CONVERTIBLE, ONLY 
46k, Sport model, elec pk.£5,995 


52 Audi A6 2.7T Bi Turbo Quattro SE Auto 
246ps in blue met, twin turbo, full leather, 
climate, wood, pack, ONLY 65k FSH£5,995 


51 Mercedes C220 CDI Elegance Auto Estate 
5dr in silver DIESEL estate, ONE OWNER 
loaded. Stunning, example, FSH . .£5,995 


51 Toyota Rav 4 2.0 GX 4x4 5dr (a/c) In sil 
ver, ONLY 77k, FSH. ONE OWNER, alloys 


ver, ONLY 77k, FSH. ONE OWNER, alloys, 
air con 5dr. Stunning.£4,995 
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Sian aims for 
Commonwealth 
games glory 


BRIDGEND swim¬ 
mer Sian Harkin 
has been fast- 
tracked as a future 
British Olympian 
after being picked 
to join the Lloyds 
TSB Local Heroes 
initiative. 

The 15-year-old 
Brynteg Comprehensive 
School pupil will receive 
a cash injection of £1,000 
towards training and 
competing, and is one of 
only 270 youngsters 
selected from across the 
UK. 

Sian attended the 
Cardiff launch at the 
Welsh Institute of Sport 
last week, where she was 
given masterclasses by 
former British 

Olympians Iwan 

Thomas, Leon Taylor 
and double Paralympic 
champion Elbe 

Simmonds on sports psy¬ 
chology and media train¬ 
ing. 

Sian - who swims for 
City of Cardiff - has now 
set her sights on earning 
selection for the Welsh 
team for the 
Commonwealth Games 
in Delhi in October. 

She said: “The 

Commonwealths are the 
big goal for my season 
and I think my best 



Sian Harkin. 


chance is in the 50m but¬ 
terfly. 

She finished seventh 
in the 50m butterfly at 
the British Gas 
Championships in 
Sheffield last month, and 
reflected: “I didn’t swim 
as well as I wanted to at 
the British champi¬ 
onships but I have the 
Scottish coming up and 
hopefully I can qualify 
for the Commonwealths 
there. 

“The support from 
Lloyds TSB is going to 
be really useful. When I 
go away to places like 
Sheffield, it comes in use 
for hotels and other 
things. It means my par¬ 
ents don’t have to pay for 


everything. 

“I do have my GCSEs 
in three weeks, and it’s 
difficult because I have 
to take time off to revise, 
but I’m doing seven to 
eight sessions a week at 
the moment, and I’ll be 
able to do a lot more after 
my exams.” 

Iwan Thomas, who 
won Olympic 4x400m 
silver at the Atlanta 
Games in 1996, believes 
her inclusion on the 
scheme will play a major 
role in her fulfilling her 
potential in the sport. 

He said: “The funding 
from Lloyds TSB will be 
a great boost for athletes 
like Sian and it will hope¬ 
fully help them achieve 
their true potential. 

“It will take the finan¬ 
cial pressure off the ath¬ 
lete and off their parents 
and allow them to con¬ 
centrate on their sport.” 

Lloyds TSB Local 
Heroes is an initiative in 
partnership with 

SportsAid providing sup¬ 
port and funding to more 
than 270 of Britain’s 
most talented developing 
athletes on their journey 
to London 2012 and 
beyond. 

To find out more about 
Lloyds TSB Local 
Heroes, visit www.lloyd- 
stsb. com/localheroes 


HAYDEN’S CRUCIAL 
SHOT IS DEFINITELY 
NOT A ‘LAU’ POINT 


PORTHCAWL 
Comprehensive School’s key 
stage four basketball team will 
represent south Wales at the 
Welsh Junior championships 
after a thrilling victory at 
Swansea University last week. 

After cruising through the Bridgend 
tournament (co-ordinated by the 
Active Young People Department in 
partnership with Basketball Wales), 
Porthcawl arrived confident of again 
displaying their depth of talent devel¬ 
oped under the guidance of Andrew 
Stradling, head of PE, and his fellow 
staff. 

The team, selected from pupils who 
have regularly attended 5x60 clubs, 
had to dig deep on a number of occa¬ 
sions to finally emerge victorious. 

After a comfortable first game vic¬ 
tory over Aberteifi by 43-6, the stan¬ 
dard of competition proved strong as 
the tournament progressed, with highly 
competitive fixtures throughout. 

After some closely fought contests, 
in which the squad effort really came 
through, Porthcawl reached the semi¬ 
final, where they played Cwm 
Rhymni, who qualified as winners of 
the Caerphilly borough tournament. 
The winners of both semi-final match¬ 
es would then be guaranteed their 
place at the Welsh National finals, to 
be held in Wrexham on May 16. 

The semi-final proved to be an 
evenly contested affair, with the lead 
alternating throughout the game. With 


just over a minute left on the clock, 
Porthcawl found themselves four 
points down and running out of time. 

However, they were far from fin¬ 
ished, and Lee Arrowsmith, who had 
led by example throughout the day, 
broke through stubborn defence to 
reduce the Cwm Rhymni lead to just 
two points. 

As the tension rose, Porthcawl con¬ 
tinued to pressure the opposition and 
turned over possession with some out¬ 
standing defensive work, epitomised 
by Tyrell McCann. 

As Porthcawl pushed for points to 
secure an unlikely victory, Hayden Lau 
was fouled in an attempt to score, and 
had two free throws in the dying sec¬ 
onds to tie the game. 

After landing the first basket, with 
just 30 seconds on the clock and the 
crowd captivated, Lau calmly slotted 
the second free throw to tie the game 
and take the match into extra time. 

An amazing end to the game, and a 
just reward for a player who had 
excelled throughout the tournament. 

With the momentum firmly with 
Porthcawl in extra time, Cwm Rhymni 
were unable to respond. Great play by 
Lee Arrowsmith, Alex Houston and the 
only girl to feature in the squad, the 
excellent Bethan Price, helped 
Porthcawl score freely to claim victory 
by six points, a thrilling win to end a 
fantastic day. 

We hope that Porthcawl can repeat 
the impressive display of skill and 
determination at the Welsh Finals! 

DG 


MAESTEG RFC ACHIEVE A 
LEAGUE AND CUP DOUBLE 




The Kenfig Hill team. Photograph by Peter Gilling. 


Gareth Harvey sprints through with Nicky 
Giles and Jon Thomas in attendance. 

SWALEC Division Stadium. 

Two West champi¬ 
ons Maesteg had to 
withstand a late 
flourish from their 
Division Three 
South West oppo¬ 
nents Kenfig Hill 
before claiming a 
league and cup dou¬ 
ble with a 33-25 vic¬ 
tory in the 

SWALEC Plate 
final at the great break to set up an 

Millennium 


Jon Thomas takes lineout ball with Mathew bater assisting. 
However, Maesteg a converted try to put another penalty before 

winger Jon Phillips Maesteg 16-6 ahead. Kenfig Hill replacement 

found himself with the Maesteg then put clear flanker Gareth Harvey 
ball and counter attacked, daylight between the two got his name on the 

relieving the pressure, sides with a penalty try scoreboard after doing a 

Kenfig Hill edged in and gaining a penalty for and a touchdown by i ot of work t0 reach the 

fronton 20 minutes "ten Robert Evans to equal openside flanker Ben t u Giles converting. 

NirJcv ItI p.s hnnminp mattprs tj — j ’ b 


ft™, , - - ---- Finally replacement 

tew adding the extras on both scrum half Tom Briggs 

which, had they been ““fi betod^d ^d and Giles convert- 
Maesteg were reduced turned into points, could staring down the barrel ed10 ma ^ e dlc score a l°t 
ia mon wVw-n ocmtcin n of a heavy defeat more respectable at 33- 

T r» TTui Then Kenfig Hill J 5, 

. It was Kenfig Hills br0U g ht on fresh tegs and Scorers: Maesteg: Tries: 
chance to make superior turn to go down to 14 ® .. o m nte,l rnme R Evans, penalty try, 

numbers pay and went on men just before half time, back No q n e rwvn Rees Howe; Cons: R Evans 3; 
the charge, with lock with flanker Matthew Se a lovel7eMp S Pens: R Evans 4 
Thomas Maund making a Bater sent to the cooler Xw replacement wing Kenfig Hill: Tries: S 

Giles exchanged penal Steve Shalders t0 touch Shalders ’ G Harvey ’ T 

ties before Evans scored down in * e ri S ht hand p nggS ^ C °T N Gdes ?j 
corner on 73 minutes. Pen: N Giles; DG: N 

then 


uprights. 


to 14 men when captain have seen a different out- 
Gareth Edwards was sin- come, 


binned. Kenfig sensed a 


attack in the opposition Giles exchanged penal- 

22 . . - - _ 


PENCOED CRICKET CLUB 


Two good wins for 
cricket club teams 


AFTER last week’s 
Welsh Cup win 
against local rivals 
Llanwit Cavaliers, 
Pencoed continued 
their good form into 
the league matches. 

The first team, after 
being put into bat against 
Pontnewynydd, totalled a 
respectable 171-6, with 
opener Chris Cole carry¬ 
ing his bat for a fine 92 
not out. The only real 
support came from Gavin 
Davies with 25. 

When Pontnewynydd 
came in to bat they were 
skittled for 128, with 
seamer James Smith the 
pick of the bowlers with 
5 for 28. 


The seconds travelled 
to St Fagan’s and after 
winning the toss, put St 
Fagan’s into bat. They 
got off to an impressive 
start and after an opening 
partnership of 120, 
Pencoed hit back to 
restrict them to 204-9, 
with Martin Mills pick¬ 
ing up 4 for 33, assisted 
by two wickets a piece 
for Ali Waterhouse and 
Graham Davies. 

In reply, Pencoed 


totalled 205-5 knocking 
the runs off with a couple 
of overs to spare. The 
runs were shared 
between Graham Davies 
47, Wayne Thomas 43 
not out, Mills 37 and Ali 
Gregory with 21 not out. 

This week the firsts are 
away at Pentwyn and the 
seconds host Dinas 
Powys. Team news will 
be posted on the clubs 
website www.pencoed- 
cc.co.uk 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS! 

Email your reports to: ggem@internet- 
today.co.uk or post to Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 


Evans 


added Giles. 


Seven out of seven 
for Bridgend boxer 

BRIDGEND boxer Richard Canning has 
kept up his winning streak with his sev¬ 
enth win of the season. 

Boxing for Wales against an English midland 
county select side in Hereford, he was matched with 
Callum Lewis of Chelmsley Oak ABC. 

The pressure was on Canning, as he was fighting 
last, with the Welsh team winning by six bouts to 
five. 

The first round saw Canning boxing to orders, 
keeping his opponent at a distance to suit his style, 
with the experienced Lewis forcing the pace. 

Canning was able to box off the back foot, using 
the ropes to his advantage. The second round saw 
both boxers giving everything, with Canning getting 
the better of the combinations, taking his opponent’s 
big shots on the arms and replying with fast and 
accurate shots to the body and head. 

In the third and final round, both boxers once 
again kept the pace up. Canning landed with the 
cleaner punches, connecting well with uppercuts and 
close-range left hooks. 

The decision was announced and it was a 4 - 1 
win for Canning. 
































